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INTRODUCTION. 



The concluding year of the first half century in 
the history of the London Missionary Society ap- 
peared to the Directors a period so interesting and 
important as to demand special observance — a season 
peculiarly suitable for reflecting on the past, and 
for anticipating, by appropriate preparations, the 
events and claims of the future. 

In reviewing the prominent occurrences which, 
under the Divine government, had marked the Society^s 
onward course, the Directors felt constrained to 
do honour to the memory of those Christian philan- 
thropists, by whose judicious counsels and animating 
efforts its formation, under God, was accomplished. 
They felt also a sense of infinite obligation to the 
exalted Head of the church for that body of &ithful 
men (in number exceeding four hundred) whom He 
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has from time to time sent forth as the agents of 
the Society, and whom He has richly qualified for 
the diversified and arduous labours which they have 
been called to discharge. Gratitude and praise were 
no less demanded for those various and invaluable 
blessings which these faithful servants of Christ have 
been honoured to bestow upon the world, in the 
translation of the Holy Scriptures into the languages 
of many pagan nations — the promotion of civilisa- 
tion and knowledge among savage and degraded 
tribes — and especially in the actual conversion of 
multitudes of the heathen to the faith of Christ. 

Equally striking and conclusive were the proofs of 
the Divine favour on the Society at home, in the in- 
crease of its devoted friends, — the extension of its 
influence, — and the augmentation of its annual income, 
now nearly double the amount of the aggregate re- 
ceipts during the first ten years of its existence. 

In looking forward to the future, the Directors also 
could not be insensible to the ever-enlarging claims 
that must be anticipated from the Society's past 
labours and growing success. Extensive fields for 
benevolent enterprise, once inaccessible, are now open 
to the faithful missionary — tribes and nations, once 
insensible tp their misery, are now raising their loud 
and piteous cries for help — and almost in every part 
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of the world the circle of missionary effort is widening, 
and the prospects of success are growing brighter and 
more certain. 

Under the influence of these views and sentiments, 
the Directors of the Society invited their constituents, 
— the long-tried and generous friends of the Institu- 
tion, — to signalise the year of its Jubilee by special 
efforts, appropriate to the occasion, and worthy of the 
cause. 

The appeal was received as they anticipated, with 
great cordiality and Christian kindness, and prepar- 
ations were accordingly made to commence the fiftieth 
year of the Society's operations by a iseries of appro- 
priate services in the metropolis. The results of these 
arrangements are presented to the Christian public 
in the following pages. These records will doubtless 
be read with deep attention and lively feeling by 
multitudes who had not the privilege of a personal 
attendance on the Jubilee solemnities ; and by future 
generations they will probably be regarded with af- 
fectionate veneration, similar to that with which we 
now review the first missionary productions of our 
departed fathers, the founders of the Institution. 

The objects proposed by the Directors to be ac- 
complished by the special contributions of the Jubilee 
year are of the very first importance, and cannot fail 
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to commend themselves to the deliberate approval 
and generous support of every friend to Christian 
missions. They are the following : 

1. To enlarge the Society's Missions in the £ast^ 
more particularly in India and China. 

2. To promote Christian education among the young 
in heathen countries. 

3. To train up a well-educated native ministry. 

4. To provide an adequate fund for the relief of 
the Widows and Orphans of Missionaries. 

6. To relieve the Directors from embarrassment by 
placing a fund in their hands, to enable them to meet 
the current expenses. 

The effort which has been well begun in London, 
will, it is hoped, be prosecuted with equal ardour 
and efficiency throughout the country ; and by the 
termination of the Jubilee year in September, 1845, 
such an amount of free-will offerings will be cast 
into the missionary treasury, as shall enable the 
Directors to prosecute its noble objects with a gene- 
rous zeal proportioned to their growing magnitude 
and infinite importance. 
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JUBILEE SERVICEa 



*In contemplating the perfonnance of the momentous duty 
which I now endeavour to discharge^ I have felt how numerous 
and varied are the themes suggesting themselves^ with almost 
equal claims^ for enforcement. From these the task of selection 
has not been easy; but my mind has been gradually led to decide 
upon one, the appropriateness of which to the object intended by 
the present service, will, I trust, be at once and universally con- 
ceded, — ^namely, the claim which God possesses on the devoted service 
of the yoiung ; for it is impossible for the young to be reaUy the 
friends of missions, except they first be the servants of Him for 
whose glory missions are designed* The portion of Scripture from 
which our illustrations will be derived, consists in a challenge 
once uttered by (Jod himself, and recorded in the first chapter of 
the book of the prophet Malachi, and the sixth verse : 



"A SON HONOURETH HIS FATHER: IF THEN I BE A FATHER, 
WHERE IS MINE HONOUR?" 

This language was not indeed originally intended for the class 
we have now the privilege to address. Along with another appeal, 

* The author of the follo^ring discourse perhaps ought to apologise for the deky 
which he has occasioned in the pubfication of this meinorial. Since he addressed the 
young, he has been called, in Divine providence, to part with one, whom he had 
fondly hoped would be spared for future devotcdness and usefulness. His apology, 
he is sure, will be admitted, when he states that he has undergone that bitter trial-r- 
the loss of an only son. 

b8 
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deduced from another relationsliip of domestic life^ it was directed 
to persons occupying an important ecclesiastical office in the 
system of Jewish polity, and living in guilty violation of the 
functions belonging to their calling — " the priests by whom the 
name of the Lord was despised;" but it was afterwards extended 
to the entire Jewish nation : it is identified with general and 
permanent principles, and it admits of a general and permanent 
application, — ^to be interpreted as a just pleading by Jehovah, on 
behalf of his own glory, with the whole family of man. That he 
does frequently assert his imiversal rights in the same mode of 
advocacy, your acquaintance with the sacred writings will at 
once remind you; and if your thoughts be correctly governed, 
you must also estimate that advocacy as invested with perfect 
conclusiveness and with overwhelming power. The application of 
the Divine appeal in our text to the young, seems for some reasons 
peculiarly fitting and urgent ; and if it be understood and felt, as 
we shall this evening endeavour to urge, it will secure both their 
oWn highest well-being, and the maintenance and future advance- 
ment of that sacred cause, which at so interesting a crisis of its 
history, is invoking our intense regard. You will now, my young 
friends, be directed to three inquiries : — Whence the claim of God 
upon you arises — What the claim of God upon you involves — and 
How the claim of God upon you is commended; and let prayer, 
earnest and continued, be ofiered by all whom His Spirit has 
already renewed, that His demand may be richly answered, and 
that there may be ushered in the jubilee of converted and conse- 
crated souls ! 

I. Consider Whence the claim of God upon you arises. 
It arises from his character of a Father — "if I be a Father;" the 
terms, though in the form of supposition, substantially asserting 
him to be so. The character is frequently assumed by Jehovah, 
or ascribed to him, in the sacred writings. " I am a Father to 
Israel." " Have we not all one Father, hath not one God created 
us?" "Doubtless thou art our Father, though Abraham be 
ignorant of us, and Israel acknowledge us not." "The Father of 
our spirits." " The Father of us all." 

The reason why the Most High is thus represented is, because 
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from his creative will and power men derive their beings and 
because by his providential arrangements and care their being is 
supplied and preserved. Hence his paternal character is extensive 
as the world, and permanent as time. It is designed to be 
recognised by us as involving the two great attributes of authority 
and kindness, — ^authority which is supreme and unimpeachable, 
kindness which is unfailing and unbounded. The authority of 
the relationship it must be our earnest desire to understand, to 
remember, and to estimate ; and how delightful to meditate on its 
kindness! Let us think of what that kindness did for man when 
in the glory of his pristine state, unstained and sinless ; and let 
us think of what it has continued to do for man as the victim of 
the fall, dishonoured and rebellious, — even yet preserving to him a 
lofty station in the universe, even yet delaying the avenging and 
long-deserved visitations of justice, even yet imparting to him the 
elements of social comfort and enjoyment, providing for him, 
through the precious gift of the Mediator, the means of pardon 
and acceptance, and opening before him the inspiring prospect of 
immortal purity and bliss. When we ponder how He, the mighty 
and eternal Jehovah, who might have withered us by his frown, 
has thus poured forth the stores of matchless mercy, we must 
indeed be lost in astonishment and praise. Children in the great 
family ! whatever be the season of your being, whether its dawn, 
or its maturity, or its decline, in such a manner look to your 
" Father who is in heaven.^^ 

The tenderness of God, my young friends, ought to be care- 
fully recognised by you; and on the occasion which has now 
convened you, it deserves to be urged with imusual pressure on 
your hearts. While there are none to whom its visits have been 
denied, and while even amidst the most abandoned and down- 
trodden habitations of our race — the regions of that fatal idolatry 
which has offered the last insult to his glory — ^it still rears its 
memorials, to you it has come in communications of transcendent 
value. Survey what it has done. It has placed you in a country 
where, signally, civilisation has diffused its amenities, knowledge 
its light, and freedom its privileges, — amidst all its imperfections 
and guilt, a realm the most favoured and elevated under heaven. 
It has taught you under a religion which, in place of an imperfect 



6 JUBILEE SSRVICE8. 

developement of truths such as existed in patriarchal and Levitical 

times^ is a full disclosure of all that is needful for man to know ; 

a religion presented in inspired oracles^ to which now nothing is 

to be added^ either in contents^ or in facilities for circulation^ 

unfolding the infinite riches of Divine grace in the work of 

redemption^ and enforced by ordinances and institutions the 

best adapted to bring home that work of redemption to the 

soul. It has imparted to you the precious advantage of pious 

earthly parents or friends^ who, besides labouring to secure for you 

social comfort and advancement, have from your earliest years 

^endeavoured to form you to the habits, and to imbue you with the 

influences of rehgion, and who, above all, have pleaded for you 

-before the mercy-seat in the yearning iinportunity of oft-xepeated 

.prayer. It has associated you with times, which, to say nothing 

of their characteristics in politics or science, are of extraordinary 

interest in relation to the position and prospects .o£ the Christian 

chtiurch, and which confer opportunities for thought, occupation, 

and usefulness, in the noblest sphere, and for the noblest ends ever 

yet presented to the intellect and active powers of man. Contem- 

r plating your circumstances thus, comparing them with the ;Con- 

ditfon of others, and remembering how they, have all been 

arrangecl for you by Gpd, do you not perceiye, and «re you not 

astonished, at the surp^^sing kindness of his care ? Yes, to you 

*^ belong pleasant places^and a goodly heritage indeed. To you are 

given the best viands of the Father^s banquet, and to you the best 

abodes of the i^ather^s mansion, and to you the best riches ;i)f: the 

.Father^s inheritance; your being is filled with his goodjifiss, and 

his^^ bounty can accumulate and confer no more. 

That the Most High, so revealed and so acting as-a parent, 
invested ^with sovereign authority, and displaying matchless kind- 
ness, does therefore possess a rightful and an imperative claim 
upon you, will not surely be, in theoiy, for a single moment, denied. 
I vifould not imagine a young person to be within these wall^, who 
would so insult and defy Him. Then the claim ought to be 
inquired into and studied; to comprehend it ought io be. esteemed 
the first concern of the mind, and to fulfil it the first concern of 
the life. It is a part of your privilege, that He to whom it 
pertains has distinctly defined it ; and you are to regard Hiin as 
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this night coining forth from the secret pavilion of his majesty to 
expound and urge it. He himself addresses you^ and His accents 
you hear. And are you not aroused ? Do you not assume the 
attitude of profound and reverent attention? Are not all your 
faculties awakened and concentrated that you may understand^ and 
that you may obey ? ' What does my Father desire ? My Father, 
speak. What wouldst thou have me to do?^ Listen then, — "A 
son honoureth his Father: ip I be a Fathea, where is mine 
HONOUR ? ^' 

II. Consider what the claim op God upon you involves. 
' In the order of domestic life, for a son to honour his father, is an 
acknowledged duty; and I, the archetype of the relationship, 
should receive the tribute too ; my claim is to be honoured ; in the 
highest sense, "honour thy Father .^^ ' 

The mode of address adopted, implies, you observe, the guilty 
omission of men to render to God what is his due. " Where is 
mine honour?^' 'Show me those over whom I exercise parental 
authority, and towards whom I display parental kindness, who 
render the homi^ I deserve ; you cannot discov^er them ; men 
despise my name.; " I have nourished and brought up children 
and they have rebelled against me 1^^ ^ Such was the case, not 
only among the priests of Israel, but throughout the Jewish nation^ . 
at the time when the Divine message was conveyed by the prophet, 
— the least criminal offering but impCTfect and empty ^homage, and. 
the masses beyond indulging avowed and total apostasy. Such 
has been the case in all nations and ages until pow, where the 
propensities of an unrenewed nature have been allowed to operate 
and reign ; and you well know how, amid other offences against, 
his purity and glory, a vast proportion of the human family have 
attempted to banish him as an alien from the universe he has 
made, rendering their devoted service to idols which are but the 
deification of their own monstrous passions and vices, and are 
intended to nurse those passions and vices to more gigantic and 
deadly power. Such also is the case to a mournful extent in our 
own privileged land; nor is it without exemplification among you 
who are convened in the Divine presence here ; and to many, per-^ 
haps,. alike the aged, the mature, and the yQung, the Almighty 
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points as under a deep sense of wrong, disappointed and grieved, 
saying, " If I be a Father, where is mine honour 1" 

While speaking thus, my young friends, we may be allowed to 
assume, that the paternal appeal does in some measure touch you ; 
and that you are not whoUy and absolutely without shame for your 
neglect of it in the past, and without desire of practically attending 
to it in the future. We shall, therefore, proceed to state in more 
distinct particulars what it really comprehends, — that some may be 
reminded, that others may be informed, and that all may be led to 
allegiance. 

1. The honour which your Father requires is — your adoring reve- 
rence of his perfections. He possesses certain inherent excellences, 
which we term his natural and moral perfections, which are all in 
some measure blended with his paternal character, and which are 
never to be contemplated but with lowly and admiring homage. 
Of these he has sketched the outUnes in the material universe ; but 
as depravity has so bUnded the intellect, that it cannot read the 
language of nature and providence, he has more fully revealed them 
in that volume of inspiration, the possession of which constitutes 
such a precious boon. There is his unity; he is ^'God alone,^' 
"the one Lord,'^ " beside whom is none else 1^' There is his eter- 
nity ; he is " without beginning of days or end of years,*' '^ lifting 
up his hand to heaven, and saying, I live for ever.'* There is his 
unchangeableness ; He is ^' without variableness, or the shadow of 
turning,*' "the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." There is 
his omnipresence; "Whither shaU we go from his Spirit, and 
whither shall we flee from his presence V^ " Can any hide himself 
in secret places, and I not see him ? saiih the Lord ; do I not fill 
heaven and earth ? saith the Lord.*' There is his power ; " Great 
is the Lord and of great power;" " He doeth according to his will 
among the armies of heaven and the inhabitants of earth : none can 
stay his hand, or say unto him. What doest thou ?" There is his 
wisdom; "His understanding is infinite," and he manages the 
complicated affairs of the whole universe in subordination to one 
end of perfect glory> as the All-wise God. There is his justice ; 
He rules in unimpeachable rectitude, and in every decision and 
every act, " just and right is he." There is his holiness ; " He is of 
purer eyes than to behold evil, and cannot look upon iniquity;" 
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before whom cherubim and seraphim continually cry, Holy, holy, holy. 
There is his mercy ; '^ He is slow to anger, merciful and gracious,'^ 
'^his mercy is from everlasting to everlasting,^^ it is rich, free, and in^ 
finite. Now these attributes do, undoubtedly, demand the reverence 
for which we plead, — ^that reverence varying somewhat with the 
precise perfection contemplated, but constituting in regard to all 
perfections the lowliest tribute of the soul. " Thou shalt fear this 
glorious and fearful name, the Lord thy God.^^ ^^ God is great, and 
greatly to be feared, and to be had in reverence by all them that 
are about him.'^ Have you, my young friends, felt the awe ? then 
cherish it yet more as one of the best elements of being. ^ Have 
you been unaffected and careless, "not^^ — in the impressive lan- 
guage of the Father himself, — " not laying it to heart to give glory 
unto his name,^^ — either wholly forgetting that name, or remem- 
bering it but to take it in vain ? Oh, persevere not in a state so 
impious, — a state which can but curse your youth, and heap up 
curses to come ! and when his majesty is brought before you, and 
you are confronted with its splendours, resolve to give glory to Him 
now. Bow, children, bow before your Father, and do him honour : 
the noblest spirits of the skies bow and do him honour, in their 
prostrate homage finding their ineffable delight; and how shall 
you who dwell in houses of clay, and whose breath is in your 
nostrils, venture to delay or to refuse ? 

2. The honour which your Father requires is — your practical 
obedience to his law. His paternal authority of which we have 
spoken, is embodied in a specific law, rendered to his creatures for 
their government. The elements of that law are universally pre- 
sent in the consciences of men, as the apostle Paul has affirmed in 
his memorable reference to the Gentile nations. *' When the 
Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained 
in the law, these having not the law are a law unto themselves, 
which show the work of the law written in their hearts, their con- 
science also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while 
accusing or else excusing one another:^' a statement this of 
immense importance to remember in connexion with the permanent 
responsibility and penal liabiUty of the heathen; for we read in the 
same connexion, — " As many as have sinned without law shall also 
perish without law/^ The law of God is, however, like the perfec- 
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tions of God, expounded and enforced fully and endaringly in the 
record of revelation, — ^whence we learn how it extends to actions, 
language, and thoughts ; how it embraces every possible depart- 
ment of existence ; and how its one grand design is to assert as 
the obligation of man^ conformity to the Divine holiness. 

Nothing is more obvious, than that to obey the law is to honour 
Him who gave it, and that to disobey is to dishonour. That you, 
my young friends, have been guilty of the dishonour which con- 
sists in disobedience, you cannot without flagrant guilt deny : 
" Who can say, I have made my heart clean, I am pure from my 
sin V ^ Not one. Do not deceive yourselves in this matter ; you 
are sinners, and through breaking the law, you have dishonoured 
God. You may have been free from the gross impurities of prin- 
ciple and practice which have deformed many; you may have 
displayed correct and exemplary attention to duties which are 
commonly recognised as constituting virtue ; you may have been 
hopeful and promising as to religious influence and impression ; 
but you have one and all failed in the " first and great command- 
ment,^' apart from which everything beside is worthless — '^thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind.*' This fact, we trust, you have, in 
numerous instances, deeply felt; and, you who imtil now have 
been on the side of revolt, we press it earnestly upon you, advising 
that you resort at once (and this too is a commandment — a new 
commandment resulting from Divine love in adaptation to your 
exigency,) that you resort at once for forgiveness to that Jesus 
whom the Father has set forth as a Redeemer, who has presented 
the all-suflScient propitiation of Calvary, and who saves the chief 
of sinners. As you believe on Him, you will not only enjoy the 
pardon of transgression, but you will become inspired with motives 
to obedience, — ^motives which could not otherwise exist, motives 
which are essential to acceptable service, motives which, whenever 
they are inspired in the soul, urge it onward in spite of every 
obstacle to the attainment of moral purity and loveliness. Such 
is the process you must follow, if, in relation to the Divine law, 
you would be right. Arise, then, and pursue it ! From this time, 
go, and embrace Him who bled for you, so that crucified with 
him you may live in newness of life : from this time, go, and follow. 
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whatsoever things are true, and honest, and just, and pure, and 
lovely, and of good report : from this time, go, and be " obedient 
children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts 
in your ignorance, but as he which hath called you is holy, so be 
ye holy in all manner of conversation ; because it is written. Be ye 
holy, for I am holy/' Thus the Father will not challenge in re- 
gard to you, " Where is mine honour V^ He will see it in his 
own image, beaming forth beautifully from you ; and recognising 
it with ineffable complacency, wiU exultingly pronounce — " / am 
honoured in them, and they are mine /" 

3. The honour which your Father requires is — your zealous 
devotedness to His cause. When we speak of the cause of God, we 
refer to his revealed design of attracting men throughout the 
apostate world, from rebellion to allegiance, so that everywhere 
He may receive what is due to his majesty, and they may be 
ransomed from evil, and introduced to peace, privilege, and bless- 
ing. That design is stated to us in distinct and animating 
announcements. '^ All the ends of the earth shall remember and 
turn unto the Lord, and all the kindreds of the nations shall 
worship before thee.'' " The mountain of the Lord's house 
shall be estabUshed in the top of the mountains, and shall 
be exalted above the hills : and all nations shall flow unto 
it." "The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh 
shall see the salvation of God." " The Lord shall be King 
over all the earth, and there shall be one Lord, and his name one." 
" From the rising of the sun, even unto the going down of the same, 
my name shall be great among the Gentiles : and in every place 
incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering ; for 
my name shall be great among the heathen, saith the Lord of 
hosts." That design, we learn further from the same authority, is 
sealed in the mediation of the Lord Jesus, whose offices were 
specifically arranged on its behalf, and whose Gospel, the economy 
of truth he founded, is the instrument appointed for conveying 
and disseminating the high influence which is to achieve the 
consummation. We do not detain you by citations in proof of 
our assertion ; we can but announce it with all confidence, and to 
the utter rejection of hostile theories, — ^that the cause of God is 
finally identified with the Gospel of his Son. 
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It then appears the duty of all who would fulfil the claims of 
the eternal Father, to engage in the diflfusion of the Gospel, — ^to 
assist in the unrestricted promulgation of its great principles, 
that the glorious end may come. There are direct demands to 
this eflFect, which it is strange indeed should have been under- 
valued. The servants of God have happily, in recent times, 
become more fiiUy convinced of their obligations,-^a fact of which 
the Institution now pleading with you is one of the noblest monu- 
ments, and of which, in other Institutions of a kindred order, the 
confirmation delightfully abounds. The Father invokes you who 
are young, also to go to his help against the mighty. He asks that 
all those elements which belong to your youthful season, — the 
energy and fire which are capable of giving such mighty impulse 
to the movements of life, and which, when rightly guided, are 
adapted to become the parents of the greatest achievements, — ^may 
be concentrated and consecrated here; and he asks, that when youth 
and its redolence shall have gone, and in the stages beyond, and 
so long as life shall last, all faculties matured by experience, and 
all opportunities augmented by trial, reputation, and influence, 
may be concentrated and consecrated here. Your course ought to 
be this. — You ought, having yielded your own hearts to Qod, to 
seek fellowship with his people in the churches of his Son, and 
then you ought to take advantage of the varied facilities for active 
engagement, which, whatever be your position, you will find 
abundantly unfolded around you. You may exert Christian in- 
fluence over your kindred and friends ; you may administer oral 
instruction to the ignorant and poor ; you may circulate the 
written truth as contained in the holy oracles, or in the tracts and 
treatises designed to illustrate them, composed by pious, though 
uninspired, men ; you may render, or procure, the pecuniary con- 
tributions which are requisite to secure the employment and exten- 
sion of evangelical agency ; and you may plead for the coming of 
the Spirit, to bless the eflForts of the redeemed, in frequent and 
fervent prayer. But is this all ? No, my young friends, no ! 
Are there not those among you who may abandon the ordinary 
avocations of secular life, and become the ministers or missionaries 
of the churches and of their Master, — ^proclaiming the saving truth 
in your native land, which yet so much needs it, or going forth 
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with it far away to other climfes, where sin has no control, where 
destitution has no supply, and where misery has nq balm? I 
challenge you with all the earnestness which the magnitude of the 
occasion demands.' In the name of that great Society which 
to-night has summoned you to its presence, — in the name of the 
honoured men who founded it, now canonised by death, — ^in the 
name of the other honoured men, departed or living, who have 
practically worked, it, — in the name of the world which is groaning 
beneath the domination of the wicked one, — in the name of the 
church which is yet so contracted in its range, and so feeble in its 
resources, — in the name of the Triune God, whose glory is so 
insulted and trampled under foot, — ^you are implored to present 
yourselves in unreserved devotedness at the altar, and you are 
implored in that devotedness to live and to die. Deny not, and 
delay not ; let the claim be at once admitted and fulfilled; and 
know that the time is coming, when you will find it better to have 
honoured your Father in attempting to conduct souls to allegiance 
and salvation, than to have inherited the grandeur of empires, or 
to have amassed the treasure of worlds ! 

III. Consider how the claim of God upon you is com- 
mended. He whom you are summoned to honour, possesses, as 
we have already affirmed, an absolute right to you. To render 
adoring reverence to his perfections, practical obedience to his 
law, and zealous devotedness to his cause, is your imperative 
obligation, — refusal being an unnatural violation of the primary 
law of your existence. There are other considerations also, 
strongly assisting to commend your compliance with his demand ; 
and these we shall now offer to your regard. 

1. Your compliance with the claim of God as your Father will 
secure your dignity. There cannot be a legitimate question that 
consecration to Him always confers genuine dignity : such is the 
repeated representation of Holy Writ, and such is the uniform 
testimony of reason and experience. Consecration to God secures 
dignity of cJiaracter. The intellect becomes habitually conversant 
with the most sublime truths within the range of the universe ; the 
emotions and passions become purified and spiritualised, — assimi- 
lated to One who is supreme in majesty, because he is unsullied in 
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holineBs ; and the whole mind becomes engaged in employments 
adapted to bring out its faculties in the most ample developement^ 
expansion^ and energy. Consecration to God secures dignity of 
association. Instead of a mingling with the vile and unworthy^ as 
the calumniator would tell you, there is at once an entrance into 
fellowship and brotherhood with beings the best and most ele- 
vated, — the truly great of the human species still dwelling on 
earth, the spirits of the just made perfect, the holy angels, and the 
universal Lord; with them all are inseparably united, as in one 
family, whose souls are yielded as we have desired. My young 
friends, in whose bosoms aspirations after dignity do naturally 
dwell, — and we should deem but ill of you were you without 
them, — ^we tell you to combine and to indulge them in devoted- 
ness to God, and then to you will belong riches and honour, an 
ornament of grace and a diadem of glory. In other spheres, 
attractive and promising as they may be, your aspirations will be 
deluded and will fail ; and the experiment, if you resolve to make 
it, will but bitterly convince you that, after all, there must be a 
vacancy which nothing can supply, and that the soul must yet 
want its garments of majesty, and yet be far apart from its crown. 
2. Your compliance with the claim of God as your Father will 
secure your usefulness. We have previously stated, that such 
compliance induces efiFort in a vast and momentous sphere, com- 
prehending the highest well-being of man, and the highest honour 
of Jehovah. Your pious devotedness, while in the season of 
youth, will necessarily, in that sphere, augment your facilities for 
usefulness. He who devotes himself to God in the eleventh hour 
of life, cannot perform so much as he who does it in the first or 
second: how can the labourer who commences his work amidst 
the mists and shades of evening, be regarded as possessing an 
opportunity like the labourer who goes forth with the early breeze, 
while the lark is warbling his matin song, and while the dews 
of heaven yet glitter in their first freshness on the ground? 
Moreover, in connexion with youthful devotedness, there are acr 
quired a knowledge of principles and an aptness for exertion, 
which are of immense practical value, and which later life, less 
prompt and susceptible, finds it exceedingly difficult to attain. 
Hence there is addressed to you a special call now to enter upon 
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the field; because by you are possessed the most accumulated faci- 
lities^ — ^you are those whom God and his cause most urgently need 
and most imperiously demand. We honour the counsels, and we 
prize the aid of the aged, — ^but we want the young. 

And again, your youthful devotedness, while multiplying oppor- 
tunities of usefulness, will, we doubt not, render that usefulness 
actually great. The extent of u«^ulness is connected in no uncer- 
tain or equivocal manner with the amount of effort ; and you, we 
anticipate, therefore, will enjoy the largest extent of useftdness, — 
usefulness in the direct conversion of souls by personal instru- 
mentality, and useftdness in stirring the energies and propelling the 
movements of the church. We delight to think, that many among 
you are already prepared for these high destinies ; we delight to 
think, that you have already acknowledged your Father^s claim, 
and entered into his service ; we delight to think, that years are 
before you to be occupied in achieving victories in his name ; we 
delight to think, that when we have gone, you will undertake our 
places, and far surpass at once our labours and our successes, 
accelerating with unwonted speed the march of truth among the 
nations, and bringing nearer the sublime consummation when our 
apostate race shall be reclaimed. And will not you, who have 
hitherto been unmoved or halting, unite with those of whom we 
thus gladly augur? Are you not resolving now that you will 
become their compeers in the cause that shall render you, in the 
noblest sense and most extended measure, the benefactors of the 
world ? Disappoint us not ; but combine, all youthful spirits as in 
one, that redeemed yourselves, you may ''save souls from death 1^' 

3. Your compliance with the claim of God as your Father will 
secure your happiness. Happiness is to be enjoyed exclusively 
thus : search for it where you will throughout the world, each 
department responds to the unavailing inquiry, " It is not in me I ^* 
Happiness, if you surrender yourselves to Him who justly chal- 
lenges you as his own, will be the portion of your present exist- 
ence; not indeed that you will be exempt from the ills and 
afflictions of life, — they may fall upon you heavily ; but still you 
will be happy. Your happiness will be that arising from the 
confidence of being right with God. Your consciences will be per- 
turbed by no agitations, and will inflict no stings ; the blood of 
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atonement that sprinkles them^ will heal^ and soothe, and cheer 
them; and ^'the peace of God, that passeth all understanding, will 
keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus/^ Your happiness 
will be that arising from gratitude. You will be filled with thank- 
fulness to your Father for having bestowed on you his grace, and 
having employed you in his work, every new contemplation assist- 
ing to refine and to perpetuate it ; and you will discover in your 
experience what we own in ours, — that gratitude is joy. Your 
happiness will be that arising from benevolence* The knowledge 
that you have imparted happiness to others will be delightful. It 
will be yours to reflect that your consecration has imparted plea- 
sure to those whom it becomes you most to honour, — pious 
parents and kindred, faithful pastors, holy angels, the adorable 
Jehovah — Father, Son, and Spirit. It will be yours to reflect that 
your consecration has been identified with the bringing of others 
to Him, who, but for your instrumentality, would have remained 
the victims of sin and death, and who, by your instrumentality, 
have been made heirs of salvation : and it will be yours to reflect, 
that you have participated in promoting that vast and wondrous 
triumph of the benevolence of God, which, by his glorious gospel, 
is to transform this distracted world into a paradise of peace and 
joy. In the happiness flowing from such sources as these, you 
will be happy indeed. 

And then there will remain for you the happiness which shall 
be imparted when the life that now is shall be gone. Anticipate 
immortality. Your Father, whom you have honoured, — alas, at 
best, how feebly ! — will honour you in return, by conducting you 
to those mansions of His house in heaven, which are prepared for 
all His children through the Lord Jesus. So soon as your course 
of consecration shall close on earth, your separate spirits, possess- 
ing judicial title through atoning blood, and trained in moral 
fitness by sanctifying influence, shall enter that celestial residence 
as their own. At the bidding of the last trumpet, your bodies, 
deposited amidst putrefaction, and mouldered into dust, shall be 
restored in uncorruptible glory ; they shall be re-united with the 
souls that have waited for their redemption ; and your whole 
perfected nature, having been displayed and welcomed in the 
grand scene of universal judgment, shall dwell in consummated 
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fruition there, " Eye hath not seen, ear hath not heard, neither 
hath it entered into the heart of man/' what you shall inherit in 
that " recompense of reward/^ There you shall wear the spotless 
likeness of the Father, and gaze upon His unveiled glory : there 
you shall unite with the innumerable hosts of the ransomed and 
the blessed, in the contemplation of his splendours, the perform- 
ance of his service, and the celebration of his praise ; and there, 
finding in every thought, every association, and every employment, 
a well-spring of extatic delight, you shdl abide unchangeably and 
for evermore. Yes, my young friends, all this is secured by an 
inviolable pledge : the crown of devotedness must be the supreme 
felicity of heaven ! 

By the exhibition of such truths, I have endeavoured to fulfil 
the purpose announced at the outset of the address, — of rendering 
the young the efficient friends of the London Missionary Society, 
by rendering them first the servants of God. If I have not 
entered into details regarding that Society, — ^narrating its origin and 
past operations, or describing its existing state and apparent pro- 
spects, — ^the omission has arisen from a conviction of the far greater 
importance of the theme which has been selected, both in relation 
to the spiritual well-being of the juvenile audience here convened, 
and to the future prosperity of our beloved Institution itself. I 
trust, that the course pursued has best answered the wishes of 
those by whom the present service was arranged, and of those who, 
in various parts of the land, have felt deep solicitude, and offered 
devout prayer for its success. I doubt not, that if our sainted 
predecessors in the cause have, in their high abodes, had cognizance 
of our engagements, their approval has been rendered too : nor do 
I doubt, above all, that He has approved, whose paternal honour 
has, though unworthily, been pleaded. 

To you, my young brethren and sisters, who are already en- 
gaged in the service of our common Father, we have to offer but a 
brief concluding exhortation. Let it be your grand concern, 
whatever the comparative publicity or seclusion of your stations in 
the church, to preserve, and constantly to augment, the influence of 
genuine religion over your minds. You are living in times 
whose emergencies add much to the weight of general obligation, 
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in urging that your consecration to Grod shotdd be steady and 
entire. Great things^ — ^ye who constitute the rising ministry^ and 
ye who are to occupy the various other spheres of labour which 
the Gospel has provided, — great things will be demanded of you, 
for which you will be prepared only, as you appropriate and can 
wield the best resources of Christian character. Speaking espe- 
cially in relation to missions, — ^if the past years of their existence 
have been eventful, we cannot doubt but that the years which are 
to come, and during which it will probably be your office to 
sustain them, will be at least equally momentous. Who can look 
at the Islands of the Pacific, at Hindostan, and at China, and who 
can watch the workings of opinions and passions in our own 
country, and on the neighbouring continent, without discerning 
omens of solemn import for the fature ? Your responsibility then 
is manifestly of unusual gravity and extent, and most anxiously do 
we hope that you may resolve, and may be enabled, to fulfil it. It 
may be the lot of some among you to see accomplished, the first 
century of the existence of our Institution ; and we may imagine 
the celebration of another Jubilee then. He who now addresses 
you on its behalf, will have gone ; all who now appear before you 
as its officers and representatives, will have gone ; directors, mis- 
sionaries, ministers, supporters of every rank and order, wUl have 
gone. You will then be the fathers : the time of bloom and pro- 
mise, so fair and lovely now, will long have passed ; the hoary 
head, and the wasting, though venerable form, will be yours ; and 
on you will devolve the office of recounting the history of the past. 
And what shaU that histoiy be? The history of toil, and of 
conflict, doubtless, — and perhaps, too, of disappointment, discom- 
fiture, and failure ; but shall it not also be, of extended advance 
and of signal triumph, — enterprises accomplished of which now we 
have scarcely sketched the plan, nations penetrated of which now 
we have scarcely touched the frontier, idols overthrown, impostures 
abandoned, and the religion of the cross far on its way to the goal 
of perfected renown and universal dominion ? It is, under God, 
for you and for your contemporaries numbered among the Chris- 
tian young, to decide. We leave the result with Him and with 
you; only imploring Him, as we do with throbbing hearts, to pour 
upon you his richest grace, so that you may well fulfil the high 
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trust consigned to you by one generation^ and to be accounted for 
to another^ — and then rise gloriously to join your elders in the 
skies. '' Be faithful unto death !" 

To you who have till now indulged the corrupt propensities of 
your fallen nature^ and are yet holding back from God the 
allegiance he requires^ let me present one s6lemn charge. Think 
what evils are before you if you persevere in alienation from Him. 
Estrangement from his people^ insensibility to religious impression, 
intellectual contractedness and perversion, moral associations and 
habits whidi deform and debase, the prostitution of all influence on 
the side of sin and Satan, the heaping up of enormously aggravated 
guilt, and a signal exposure to the fiery indignation that shall 
devour the adversary, — ^these all rise in dread array as your por- 
tion. Then, if in rebellion you die, the Father will himself 
renounce and condemn you, — casting you out from his family, 
and spuming you from his presence, shutting against you for ever 
the avenues of restoration, and consigning you to a world of 
Anguish, where you must abide in inextinguishable endurance and 
despair. And then, remember, the worst doom of the lost will be 
yours : your numerous privileges, so foully abused, will but add 
new elements of bitterness to your woe; the ''many stripes^^ and 
the " sorer punishment^' will be yours ; and you, beyond all beside, 
will understand the depths and mysteries of that terrible secret, — 
'' It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God I '' 

Surely it is not possible that you should permit the present 
service to close without a change in your career — a change that 
shall end the pollutions of sin, and avert the stroke of wrath. 
The Father once more challenges you, ere you part, — ''. Where is 
mine honour ? " Surely you will begin to render that honour to 
Him to-night : surely to-night, around which so many touching 
associations are gathered, — to-night, for which so many fervent 
suppUcations have been offered, — to-night, toward the arrival of 
which so many hopes have been sanguinely directed, and on the 
results of which so many hearts are almost convulsively waiting, — 
surely to-night shall be the era of your redeeming transition, and 
now you consecrate yourselves to God. We proffer you language 
to express your vows. — " I yield my spirit to my Father as the 
just tribute to his authority and tenderness, trusting that He will 

c 2 
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accept me through the mercy of Jesus^ and that though I deserve 
it not^ he will make dignity^ usefolness^ and happiness to be mine. 
I will honour Him, that he may honour me; and henceforth I 
live only to seek the honour that cometh from Ood. What the 
world calls honour I forswear and despise. I ask not for the 
laurel crown, or the triumphal chariot : I ask not for the orator's 
eulogium, or the poet's praise : I ask not tor the shout of popular 
adulation, or the gorgeousness of courtly splendour : I ask not for 
the memorial of the painter's canvass, or the sculptor's marble : I 
ask not that for my departure there should be chanted the hallowed 
dirge, that over my ashes should be reared the storied urn or 
animated bust, and that my remains should rest as among the 
great ones of the earth, in the abbey or the cathedral, to receive 
the visits of successive generations, while my name is chronicled in 
the annals of nations. No ; grant me but the approbation of my 
Ood, grant me but the enjoyment of His favour, and the prospect 
of His recompense, — and for these I pass by earthly pomp and 
greatness, and count them but shadows: here do I devote my 
ambition, having life and all concentrated on this one end; and it 
shall be the charm of my existence, the spell from which I will not 
be disenchanted, and under whose power I will pass to my immor- 
tality, — ^that He has promised, ^ them that honour me I will 
HONOUR.' My Father, I render all honour to thee : I am thine I 
— ^And now, ye servants and sons of God, with whom I am become 
one in the bonds of covenanted mercy, sound the trumpet of 
Jubilee over my converted and consecrated soul !" 
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" EBEN-EZB&.'' — 1 Samuel vii. 12. 

Human beings are social beings. This appears from their 
destiny and their constitution ; their excellences and exigencies ; 
their powers and their weakness — and so far as regarded their own 
welfare, it was easy to persuade them that it was ''not good for 
man to be alone.'^ Hence the preferences of marriage, and the 
choice of friends, and also the formation of private alliances, for 
mutual comfort and support. And hence in the process of time 
larger combinations were established for the support or the exten- 
sion of civil rights, and scientific discoveries, and commercial 
advantages. The spirit of association, indeed, has always variously 
exerted itself ; and of late years it has pervaded all departments, 
and companies for every purpose under the heavens have been 
multiplied till the very word excites a sneer, and the proposal a 
suspicion. 

But, my brethren, public and benevolent societies for the gra- 
tuitous relief of every species of distress are peculiar to Christianity. 
Did Mohammedanism, did Hihdooism, did Paganism ever originate 
any of these noble institutions ? You might have gone through 
provinces and empires, and not have seen a single noble building 
superinscribed, '' Supported by voluntary subscriptions." But 



" England, 

With all thy faults I love thee still—" 

Look over our own beloved country, and see what provision is 
made for moping melancholy, for groping blindness, for feeble age, 
for helpless orphancy! — ^Where shall we end? and though we 
cannot consider these establishments, as Burke has called them, 
"Conductors to draw away from us the lightning of heaven," yet 
they do much honour to our humanity, or rather to our religion. 
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But among all these we should have lamented an awfal defi- 
ciency had there been no associations to meet the moral and spiri- 
tual necessities of men. But such associations there are. Witness 
the Bible Society — that queen of all institutions ; and the Jewish 
Societies, and the Tract Society, and the Home Missionary Society, 
and the various Foreign Missionary Societies — among which, forms 
no inconsiderable figure, the society whose jubilee we are assembled 
to solemnise. 

But why call it a jubilee ? The jubilee was a famous festival 
among the Jews, proclaimed by the sound of silver trumpets 
throughout the whole land, and announcing the discharge of all 
debts j the restoration of all alienated inheritances ; and the free- 
dom of all slaves, with their wives and children. This, therefore, 
was a '^ joyful sound,'' not only to those who were immediately 
benefited, but to all those who had hearts capable of benevolence 
and sympathy. 

It would be easy to show the advantages derivable from the 
jubilee (this indeed your preacher has 'done from the press 
formerly) ; but he now refers to it only to remark, that it was cele- 
brated every fifty years. From this circumstance the name has 
been applied to events which have nothing in common with it, but 
the similar revolution of time. What occurs daily, and weekly, and 
monthly, and even annually, only makes a slight impression by the 
frequency of its returns. But fifty years is too long a space not to 
produce a powerful excitement. On an average, this spreads far 
more than over half of human life, and of the numbers it finds at 
its beginning, how few does it leave at its conclusion ! 

At four of these jubilees I have officiated. The first regarded 
our sovereign George the Third. His reign was not very pros- 
perous, and his attributes and actions were not universally applauded; 
but (as Cowper expressed it) — 

" His life's a lesson to the land he sways ;" 

SO he had many personal and domestic virtues, and was ^ distin- 
guished by some measures of public utility; and as his reign was 
unusually long, the fiftieth anniversary of his coronation was cele- 
brated as a jubilee. 
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The second memorialised the commencement of Sunday Schools, 
without which the masses of the population would now have been 
involved in ignorance and barbarism. 

The third was a token of respect to a particular minister. His 
claims perhaps to such a distinction were variously judged of; but 
his partial friends, and his own church and congregation, nnknown 
to himself, decreed him this honour ; and a jubilee commemorated 
the fiftieth year of my pastoral office in Argyle Chapel. 

The fourth celebrated the establishment of the college of the late 
Countess of Huntingdon, at Cheshunt, from which so many useful 
ministers in the course of fifty years have passed. 

I am now called to a fifth service of this kind, and this is unques- 
tionably the greatest and most interesting of all. It regards The 
London Missionary Society. When this Society was formed, 
I was supplying this chapel, so that I had an opportunity of at- 
tending some of the preparatory meetings, and of being present at 
the public convocation at Spa Fields ; and had the honour of 
preaching one of the sermons on its first anniversary. 

But all the ministers besides who were there engaged, have gone 
the way of all the earth. In vain I look around me for a Bogue, a 
Burder, an Eyre, a Qreatheed, a Haweis, a Hardcastle, a Kings- 
bury, a Knight, a Love, a Pearson, a Roby, a Shrubsole, a Simp- 
son, a Townsend, a Waugh, a Wilks, a Wilson, and others. " The 
fathers, where are they J" and our brethren too ? They were not 
suffered to continue by reason of death. They fulfilled their 
appointments nobly ; they served their own generation according 
to the wiU of God, and fell asleep. They laboured, and you have 
entered into their labours : and you have seen that '^the Spirit of 
the Lord is not straitened,^' and that though men die, '*the 
Lord liveth, and blessed be our Rock, and let the God of our sal- 
vation be exalted.^' 

But could any one occupy a more affecting situation than your 
preacher fills this morning ? Standing as he does between the dead 
and the living, can he want any seriousness of mind, any purity of 
motive, any inducement to pray for himself, or to desire the prayers 
of others ? And what is he to say ? My brethren well know that we 
are sometimes more perplexed by the abundance than by the scanti- 
ness of our materials. Was there ever a subject so examined and so 
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exhaasted as the subject of rnksions ? And as to the Institution be- 
fore us^ has not everything been said, and well said, a thousand times 
over, from the pulpit and the press ? And have not our directors and 
the secretaries on this occasion taken pains to prevent the preacher 
from having one fresh thing to communicate, so that he is reduced 
to the necessity of tame repetition, or general reflection ? And if he 
selects a sentiment — ^for he can do no more — what is this to be ? 
What is the most proper topic to dwell upon ? What is the one 
main impression which the occasion demands ? 

I am persuaded I am not mistaken when I say, that it is com- 
prehended in one word — and which you heard at the beginning of 
this service — "Eben-ezer/^ ^^Eben-ezer — ^hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us" At another time we should have had to inquire a 
little after the origin of this exclamation. On another occasion we 
should have had to put this language into the mouths of various 
individuals. We should have brought forward one as saying, " I 
was left early in life an exposed orphan, but when my father and 
mother had forsaken me, the Lord took me up, and provided for 
me, and I was trained up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord.^' We should have brought forward .another, who ^ould 
have said, " Once I had no inheritance, no, not so much as to set 
my foot on, and now I have become two bands.'' Another would 
have said, *' By a succession of disappointments I was brought low 
indeed, but he helped me, and turned the shadow of death into the 
morning, and placed me forward again in life.'' Another could 
have acknowledged, " The graves were ready for me : I said, I 
shall see man no more with the inhabitants of the world ; but he 
sent his word and healed me ; and I said, I shall not die, but live, 
and declare the works of the Lord." And Christian, wliat must 
your language have been ? Ah, I hear you saying, " I have had 
to contend with corruptions within, and temptations without ; and 
yet my foot has held his steps ; his way have I kept, and not 
declined, neither have I gone back from the commandment of his 
lips ; I have esteemed the words of his mouth more than my neces- 
sary food. I have often been ready to halt ; and even sometimes 
have said, I shall one day perish by the hand of Saul; but 
through Thee I have run through a troop, and by my God have I 
leaped over a wall." And how many ministers are there who 
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have been tempted to surrender up their commission into the 
hands of Him from whom they received it, saying, '^ Who is 
sufficient for these things 1" But they can now testify, '' Having 
obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to 
small and great, saying none other things than those which the 
prophets and Moses did say should come; that Christ should 
suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the 
dead, and should show light unto the people, and to the Gentiles/' 

But the word is to be consecrated this morning to the service 
of the London Missionary Society. It is for you, the directors, 
the secretaries, the members, the friends of the Society, to take up 
this exclamation, collectively and publicly^ — " Eben-ezer, hitherto 
hath the Lord helped us.^^ 

Of this help let us take three views. Let us consider it first, as 
deserved; secondly, as afforded; thirdly, as improved. The first 
will remind you of the excellency of this Institution ; the second, 
of its progress ; and the third, of its demands. 

I was sorry to see such crowds going away before the service 
commenced ; I feel for those pressed for room, and also for those 
who were obliged to be here so early : but what is to be done ? 
I do not threaten to be long ; and I cannot promise to be very 
short. 

I. Then I scruple not to say, that this Institution was worthy 
of Divine aid. Let me explain and justify the assertion. You 
know how often God^s assistance has been implored to sanction 
enterprises which his word condemns; you know what te Beams 
have been chanted in honour of exploits which his very soul 
abhors. But there are services which he approves and applauds ; 
and it is well when we stand in God's counsel, and are workers 

together with Him, and he has a delight in us. What a thought 

what a wish— what a resolution—what an exertion was yours, 
when (hallowed for ever be the hour !) you were led to establish 
tbis Society I You could not have questioned whether the under- 
taking fell in with the good pleasure of his will. That will had 
been too plainly made known to admit of doubt, two ways. 
First, by the expression of his authority. These were his com- 
mands, '"Ye that make mention of the Lord, keep not silence; 
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and give Him no rest^ until He establish^ and until He make 
Jerusalem a praise in the earth/' " (Jo ye into all the world, and 
preach the Gk)spel to every creature/' " Preach repentance and 
remission of sins among all nations, beginnitig at Jerusalem/' 
Secondly, by the announcement of his purpose. These were the 
prophecies and the promises of his own word. They often come 
before you on these occasions, but they cannot be recited too 
often. ''Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine 
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy pos- 
session." " It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant, 
to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of 
Israel ; I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thoU 
mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth." " He shall 
sprinkle many nations." " All kings shall fall down before him ; 
all nations shall serve him." ''Every valley shall be exalted, and 
every mountain and hill shall be made low : and the crooked shall 
be made straight, and the rough places plain. And the glory of 
the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together : for 
the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." " From the rising of the 
sun even unto the going down of the same, my name shall be 
great among the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be 
oflFered unto me, and a pure offering." 

These were the true sayings of God ; and yet, when you com- 
menced your enterprise, nothing had occurred to realise them in 
any considerable measure — nothing wide enough in extent — nothing 
durable enough in continuance — nothing powerful enough in 
energy — ^nothing magnificent enough in glory — ^notjiing blessed 
enough in enjoyment. The duty, therefore, was plainly before bis 
ministers and his churches, and they were sure of God's coun- 
tenance in making the attempt. 

And then further, — How much was there to meet the Divine 
approval in the nature and mode of your proceedings I 

How much in the importance of your aim ! This cannot be 
estimated without admitting the state of those that you were con- 
cerned to favour. I need not tell you, that there are those who 
admire your benevolence much more than your wisdom. They 
think your zeal needlessly anxious, as the objects of it are not in 
such a state of danger as you imagine them to be. Now we are 
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not going to limit the Holy One of Israel, or to deny that with God 
all things are possible; but let us take only one view of the subject. 
If without hoUness no man can see the Lord; if men mtist be 
prepared for heaven before they can enjoy it ; and if the moral 
state of the heathen is as corrupt as all credible authority affirms^ 
there must be enough (without our relinquishing all hope in the 
reserves of Divine mercy) to awaken the pity and the fears of all 
well-disposed minds. Viewing them, therefore, — I use the words 
of Scripture, — as " ready to perish,^' as " sitting in darkness and 
the region of the shadow of death,'^ — what motive could have 
actuated you so momentous, as that which pressed you forward 
into this work of faith and labour of love ? For, though all 
charity is noble, the importance of it must be measured by its 
objects and its resrdts. One man, being an heir of immortality, is 
of more value than a thousand material worlds, and the deliverance 
of such an one from the wrath to come, and the powers of dark- 
ness, and the bringing him into a state of Divine pardon and purity, 
and of raising him to endless glory and blessedness, is a far more 
important achievement, than the rescue of a whole empire from 
civil bondage ; because this individual will live infinitely longer than 
would all the inhabitants of that empire, had they lived one after 
another ; and will enjoy infinitely more than all they could have 
enjoyed, even reckoning the aggregate of their happiness. Had your 
aim been to open a communication with the ends of the earth, and 
to enrich them with traffic, and to introduce the arts and sciences, 
and to civilise their manners, and, if the word were allowed, to 
intellectualise their minds, your design would have been praise- 
worthy. But the effects of your endeavours would only have been 
in things seen and temporal ; whereas, you had a higher aim ; you 
looked at the things that were unseen and eternal; and though in 
other labours you might have gained the admiration of the world- 
ling, and the merchant, and the statesman, and the philosopher, 
you would not have attracted the notice of those celestials who 
rejoice over one sinner that repenteth ; nor have induced him to 
rejoice over you, whose pleasure, says Isaiah, is the salvation of 
sinners, and who so loved the world, as to give his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him might not perish, but have 
everlasting life. 
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How much also in the liberality of your principle I If God be 
no respecter of persons ; if he be the Author of peace and the Lover 
of concord; if he has promised to give us one heart and one 
mind ; if he has done so much to make his people one in Christ 
Jesus ; if he has told us how good and pleasant a thing it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity,— oh, how must he have been 
pleased, when before the worlds and as a public body, you merged 
minor considerations, uniting with all who hold the Head, and 
among the vaiious diflferences which keep others at variance, were 
striving together for the faith of the Gospel ! Oh, when we have 
witnessed at your annual assemblies, the episcopalian, the presby- 
terian, the congregationalist, the moravian, not only attending, 
but all actually engaged in the same exercise, and pleading for the 
same cause, we have seen a new thing in the earth, or rather we 
have been reminded of an old one, when the multitude of them 
that believed were of one heart and of one soul, neither said any of 
them that aught of the things which he possessed was his own : 
but they had all things common. 

How much also in the evangelism of your doctrine ! God only 
bears testimony to the word of his grace, or that scheme of Divine 
revelation which we consider essential*to the Gospel. Here we are 
not going to be led away by conjecture and opinion. The thing 
has been experimented. A thousand trials have been actually made, 
and this, and this only, has proved the power of God unto 
salvation. "Oh,^^ says Doddridge, "what are the doctors in our 
British Israel doing ? They are hazarding the everlasting lives of 
their patients, by the nostrums they recommend, while they 
neglect the only remedy for our disordered njiture, and which has 
never been applied in vain.^^ Well, what could not heal at home, 
was not likely to cure abroad. You resolved therefore to send the 
truth as it is in Jesus, the true grace of God, wherein you stand, 
without ambiguity, without abridgement, without mixture. Why, 
when the Romish church formerly sent forth missionaries, they 
were charged to conceal, as long as possible, the crucifixion of 
Christ, lest the people should be scandalised. Here was an 
instance of the ^\isdom of the world, which is foolishness with 
God, and which accords well enough with all the deceivableness of 
unrighteousness in them that perish ! But your missionaries, like 
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Paul, were to deliver first of all that which they had also received, 
-^how that Christ died for our sins, according to the Scriptures ; 
yea, and Uke him, they were to determine to know nothing save 
Jesus Christ and him crucified. Him they were to proclaim 
indeed, as full of grace and truth; as able '^to save unto the 
uttermost," and as wilUng as able ; but to hold him forth as the 
only Mediator, the only sacrifice for sin, through faith in his 
blood ; the only way to the Father ; the only name given under 
heaven among men whereby they must be saved. 

How much also in the humility of your dependence ! It is with 
communities as it is with individuals : if they would prosper, they 
must live in the Spirit and walk in the Spirit. Grod has said, 
'^ Them that honour me, I will honour.^^ We never honour God 
more than in our exclusive and entire reliance on the influences of 
his grace. And have not you been enabled to act in the cre- 
dence of his own declaration, " Not by might, nor by power, but 
by my Spirit, saith th^ Lord V' What step have you taken with- 
out asking counsel of him ? which of all your operations has not 
been begun, carried on, and ended with him ? As to your mission- 
aries, you have always encompassed them with prayer; and to the 
throne of grace you have looked for their preparation for their 
oflBce, the preservation of their lives, the continuance of their sanc- 
tity, the acceptance of their persons, and the success of their 
labours. 

How much, finally, in the extensiveness of your wishes ! For 
your purpose embraced not individuals and families only, not 
villages and towns merely, but provinces and whole countries, yea, 
the great globe itself, and all that it inhabit. Your scheme, there- 
fore, was not only unselfish, but was unlimited. You said, " Let 
the inhabitants of the rock sing -" " let the multitude of isles be 
glad thereof;'^ " let the oppressed every where go free,^' — as you 
have just been singing. 



' Let the Indian, let the negro, 
Let the rude barbarian see" — 



yea, let all flesh see the salvation of our God. And does not He 
smile upon this. He who has made of one blood all the nations of 
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men that dwell on the face of all the earth — He^ who is the Ood of 
the spirits of all flesh — He, who would have all men to be saved, 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth — He, H^iose Son gave 
his life a ransom for all, to be testified in due time ? 

II. Let us take a second view of this help, and consider it as 

AFFO&DED. 

Yes, you may well exclaim, '^ Eben-ezer — thitherto hath the Lord 
helped us : for without this help your Institution would not have 
continued to this day, nor could it have been distinguished by the 
effects which have followed it/' Of these, neither the whole nor a 
very considerable part can be presented in the section of a single 
discourse. 

But your Institution has, from the beginning, been open to 
inspection. It has always carried along with it its own credentials^ 
it has furnished a succession of facts to which inquirers could 
always appeal for any reasonable satisfaction. 

Witness the acceptance which from its very origin it met with. 
In none of dl our communities was it opposed or even objected to. 
It gained immediate and universal confidence and regard — and was 
not this an evidence that the set time to favour Zion, yea the set 
time was come ? 

Witness the number of its friends and advocates coming in from 
all quarters, singly and in bands, to the help of the Lord — ^to 
encourage and support the yet infant cause. 

Witness its pecuniary supplies. These were continually increasing 
till they reached annual amounts which would have perfectly sur- 
prised earlier generations. What if all the sums that have been 
contributed to this undertaking were to be reckoned ! Why, I see 
what they have been, and in this paper is the result — £1,327,461. 
Is not this a proof that the silver and the gold are his ? 

Witness its enlargement. How soon did the little one become a 
thousand I How rapidly did it spread abroad to the right hand and 
to the left I Why, I see by this document, that you have sent forth 
between four hundred and five hundred missionaries. You have 
stations in the West Indies ; in the East Indies ; beyond the Ganges ; 
in various parts of Africa, and multiplied places in the South Seas ! 

Witness the extent of its success. Now, I would say, that had 
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it even failed^ the failure in such a cause would have been more 
glorious than success in any other under heaven. But has it failed ? 
Has not Grod done great things for you whereof you are glad ? 
Has it failed ? Some of us can remember when your attempts, 
if they were not censured, were considered as Quixotic. We 
remember those who said, You may as well talk of crushing 
an oak with a feather, as breaking the castes in India; yet these 
castes in many instances have been broken, and even a company 
of the priests has been turned unto the Lord. We heard it said. 
You may as well send missionaries among oxen and swine as 
among the Hottentots and Caffires ; and yet Hottentots and Cafires, 
hardly worthy the name of human, have been evangelised, and are 
walking worthy of God, who has called them imto his kingdom 
and glory. Ah, said Sanballat, with his mongrel Samaritans, 
'^ What do these feeble Jews ? — for if a fox go up thereon, he shall 
even break down their stone wall.^^ You said, " Hear, O God, for 
we are despised.^^ And now if an elephant were to go up on your 
stone wall, it could not be thrown down. Has ifr failed ? See 
the hundred isles in the Pacific, which have abandoned abominable 
idolatries, and infanticide, and human sacrifices, and female degra- 
dation. See the converts that have been made ; the churches that 
have been formed; the schools that have been established; the 
native teachers and preachers that have been produced; and the 
various languages into which the Word of God has been trans- 
lated, so that every one may read in his own tongue the wonderful 
works of God ! Has it failed ? We own it is a noble feeling that 
seems to regard nothing as done while much remains to be done ; 
and that it is hard to satisfy the desires of pious benevolence which 
like the horse-leech cry, " Give, give ;^' and like the love of money, 
never says, " It is enough.'^ But, my brethren, if we would not 
prepare ourselves for disappointment, our hopes must be qualified 
by soberness of mind, and regulated by possibilities and probabi- 
lities. 

I take upon me here to say, that as much has been done as 
could have been reasonably expected, considering, first, the state 
of human nature depraved as it is, and the opposition to every 
good work that will always be found in a world lying in wicked- 
ness. And secondly, the limitation of the instrumentality em^ 
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ployed. If the work is not to be done by miracles^ which we know 
have ceased^ but by means^ — ^and this is God's appointed method, 
the one must correspond with the other. The work indeed may 
come short of the means, but it cannot surpass them. We may 
sow and not reap, but we cannot reap where we have not sown, nor 
gather where we have not strawed. Men cannot be enlightened 
without light ; nor, without the Gospel, can they feel those effects 
which the Gospel only can produce. Hence the reasoning of 
the apostle, " Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they 
have not believed ? and how shall they believe in him of whom 
they have not heard ? and how shall they hear without a preacher?'' 

Allow me one more remark here. You look, and I think you 
ought to look, for a much greater display of Divine power, or 
what you justly call the outpouring of the Spirit, than has yet 
taken place. But this will not be made by immediate revelation 
to men's minds, nor by angelic visions, nor by unconscious im- 
pulsion, but in the administration of means rendered much more 
effectual than before. But the means cannot be rendered effectual 
where they are not. If the means are to be largely useful, they 
must be largely used : and if they are largely used, they must be 
largely found. Our duty therefore is to prepare a sufficiency of 
these, that when the mighty Agent comes he may immediately 
employ and apply them. And may we not, my brethren, hope 
that when there is a sufficiency of means in readiness, it is a sign 
that the great Agent is not far off ? 

^^ But have we not had," some are ready to say, ^^ serious checks 
and injuries in our affairs ? and how then can we say, 'Hitherto 
hath the Lord helped us?'" We are not afraid to meet this 
apparent difficulty. If you have not included something of this 
complaint in your reckoning, you have been flattering yourselves 
with groundless expectations; for never was there any great or 
good cause carried on without it. All the voyages of the apostle 
Paul were missionary voyages; yet he says, "Thrice I suffered 
shipwreck; a day and a night have I been in the deep." As 
nothing could befal your cause without the Lord's knowledge, 
so whatever has befallen it, he could easily have prevented, and 
therefore the permission must have been founded in reasons which 
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are satisfactory to himself, though often at present he gives us no 
account of any of his matters. What ! — ^have you yet to learn 
that you are to " walk by faith and not by sight V^ — ^that partial 
defeat may yet consist with final victory? — ^that seeming concession 
may be a real gain ? — ^that a giant may even step back when he is 
gbing to strike the mightier blow ? Have you yet to learn that 
God^s ways are not our ways, neither his thoughts our thoughts ? 
" For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are his ways 
higher than our ways, and his thoughts than our thought.'' 
What, did you never read of the apostle, that in the midst of his 
mighty career he was seized and imprisoned two years at Csesarea, 
and two years at Eome, and yet though he suffered as an evil 
doer, even unto bonds, the word of God was not bound ? — ^that the 
things which happened to him turned out rather to the furtherance 
of the Gospel — that before this prisoner, a Eoman magistrate 
trembled ; that a king was almost persuaded to be a Christian ? — 
that many waxed bold to preach the Gospel of Christ without fear 
— and that from his confinement proceeded most of his blessed 
epistles ? The loss of the Duff seemed a most unpropitious event, 
and diffused a temporary surprise and sadness over you. But 
there were even then, those who deemed the loss overrated ; and 
more attention was afterwards paid to the excellency, and character, 
and ability of the candidates ; and in the flush of victory what 
could have been more seasonable than the admonition, " Rejoice 
with trembling/' and the caution, "Let not him that putteth on 
the harness boast himself like him that putteth it off?'' 

And what is to be said of the blood shed at Tongataboo and in 
Madagascar? Why, that the blood of the martyrs has always 
been the seed of the church. Why, that " precious in the sight of 
the Lord is the death of his sajints" — ^too precious to be needlessly 
exposed to savage fury. Why, " the wrath of man shall praise 
thee, Lord, and the remainder of wrath wilt thou restrain." 
Why, " I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for 
the word of God, and for the testimony which they held : and they 
cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, Lord, holy and true, 
dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on 
the earth?" 

But, oh! the death of Williams, that mighty missionary, so 

d2 
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singularly adapted to his work^ so signally honoured in his labours^ 
and whose course^ like that of the shining lights seemed Ukely to 
shine more and more, unto the perfect day — ^that he should fall ! 
(0 Jonathan^ thou wast slain in thy high places I ) What is to be 
said here ? " Verily he is a God that hideth himself^ yet he is the 
God of Israel, the Saviour. Verily clouds and darkness are round 
about him; but justice and judgment are the habitation of his 
throne ; mercy and truth shall go before his face/' What he does 
that we know not now, we shall know hereafter; and then we 
shall exclaim, ^^ God is the xock ; his work is perfect ; his ways 
are judgment ; a God of truth, and without iniquity, just and right 
is he/' 

It is not easy to repress improper feeling, at the unprincipled 
conduct of the French at Tahiti. There indeed all seems at present 
to be verily adverse ; but here too— 

<' Judge not the Lord by feeble sense. 
But trust him for his grace ; 
Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face." 

We see not as yet the issue ; we know not all the ways in which 
he can bring good out of evil. But one eflfect must surely result 
from it. It regards the natives themselves. It was not to be 
expected that at first they could be sufficiently enlightened and 
established to withstand the wiles of popery in the hands of French 
cunning. They therefore would have been easily seduced by the 
insinuations of those emissaries. But by the manner of their en- 
tering in, by their fraud and violence, dislike has been excited; and 
even this will lead to a fuller study of the subject, and to a greater 
confirmation in it. What can be a better preservative from 
Bomanism, than the opportunity they have had of comparing the 
claims of a religion which made them blessed, with that wretched 
system that has robbed, and desolated, and murdered them? 

To all this we add, that you are often mistaken with regard to 
the effects of opposers. Opposition is seldom injurious: yea, it 
commonly befriends a cause ; and it does this in four ways. 

Firsty as it calls forth sympathy. For there is a disposition 
generally in men to take part with those who seem to be assaulted 
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and oppressed. Probably something of this kind has been felt 
with regard to Queen Pomare and her innocently-suffering subjects. 
The depreciations^ and the misrepresentations also^ that -have been 
circulated by journalists and travellers, have drawn forth attesta- 
tions and commendations which would otherwise have been 
unknown. Secondly, by producing vigilance and circumspection 
in our means and modes of proceeding, lest we should inadvertently 
do anything exceptionable, and cause our good to be evil spoken 
of. ' Thirdly y by affording proof that something considerable has 
bieen done; for this opposition principally arises from success. 
While you are doing nothing, or doing very little, the enemy 
sleeps ; it is your exertion that rouses him ; it is your energy that 
awakes him ; it is when there is a great and an effectual door 
opened that there are, as the apostle says, many adversaries. 
Lastly, it inflames zeal, and increases diligence ; and thus as it is a 
proof of good, so it is a pledge for good. " Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid.^' You have not had too much 
opposition ; you have only had enough to enliven you, and awaken 
you, and improve you j enough to show that you have not hitherto 
laboured in vain, and- to apprise you that as you have done much, 
your enemies fear you will yet do more. 

III. Let us therefore take one more view of this help : this 
regards its improvement. 

Now you cannot improve it unless you believe its reaUty. As to 
many, they are struck only with the productions of art. While 
they admire the statuary, the painter, the poet, and the philo- 
sopher, they turn away from Him who is wonderful in counsel and 
excellent in working. Whatever excites or engages their attention, 
they observe not the work of the Lord, neither consider the 
operations of his hands : or if they ever admire any of God's doings, 
it is something to be found in the world and wonders of nature. 
As to the sight of His Son and our Saviour, upon the cross, it is 
nothing to all them that pass by ; they feel the same indifference 
betrayed by Festus, when he spake of one Jesus, which was dead, 
whom Paul affirmed to be alive. Owing to the blending of men 
in the community, and the various effusions of the press, it has 
been impossible for persons not to have heard, or to have read. 
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that certain missionary operations were going on. But what 
attention have they ever paid to them ? what inquiries have they 
ever made concerning them? what sympathy have they ever 
expressed in their results ? 

Here we also have to deal with some who are truly pious^ but 
have their peculiar feelings arising from their own principles. 
These persons do not reflect that it is the prevalence of so much 
good^ that makes them the more sensitive to the impressions and 
to the spread of evil. Owing to this they pour forth the most 
grievous murmurings^ or at leasts complaints. You would infer 
from their lamentations that nothing excellent was going on ; that 
there is no salt to save us from universal corruption; that the end 
of all things must be at hand. Others^ to favour the notion of a 
future and perfectly diflferent economy, think that under the 
present dispensation, little or nothing can be achieved ; and if the 
Gospel of the kingdom is to be preached among all nations, it is 
only for a witness to justify the condemnation of the refusers, and 
then shall the end come. Now it is not wonderful that such 
persons as these should be rather reluctant to acknowledge what is 
really accomplished : for one would think that unless such 
individuals were governed by some conviction of this kind, they 
could not look at what has been doing, and what has been done, 
without exclaiming, "What hath God wrought !'' We do not 
here wish to fall into the mistake of some, who in order to extol a 
particular interest, in which they are engaged, magnify effects, if 
they do not, by reporting what never took place, tell lies in the 
name of the Lord. But let us not, on the other hand, be affected 
with the discouraging croakings of prejudice, or the pious but 
groundless forebodings of mistaken prophesyings. If we grieve the 
Holy Spirit of God, and cause him to withdraw, we shall labour to 
little purpose ; and nothing can be more likely to do this, than 
our denying his work, or overlooking, or undervaluing it. The 
way to gain more, is to praise him that he has done anything, and 
especially so much, in a world like ours, and to pray that he would 
perfect that which concemeth us. 

Secondly, you cannot improve it, unless while you confess the 
reality of the work, you ascribe every success to the Divine aid. 
God will not give his glory to another, nor his praise to graven 
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images. It is requisite, therefore, in all our private and public 
engagements, to remember, that of him, and through him, and to 
him are all things, to whom the glory only belongs. Hereafter, 
we are told, God will be all in all. There will be angels ; and 
tbey are something — but he made them. There will be saints ; and 
they are something — ^but he saved them. There will be new 
heavens and a new earth ; and these will be somethings — ^but he 
produced them : so that in reality nothing wiD be seen but God ; 
and this should be as much as possible the case with us at present. 
But it is not an easy thing now always to realise Grod. God 
employs instruments, and these instruments are visible while he is 
invisible. But his hand moves the whole, and the excellency of 
the power is of God, and not of them. Who then is Paul ? or 
who is ApoUos? Who then is Williams? or MoflFat? or 
Morrison ? It is God that giveth to every man ; it is God that 
giveth the increase; it is God that works all in all. I would not 
have appeared on this occasion, had I supposed that the London 
Missionary Society were designing to sacrifice unto their own net, 
and bum incense unto their own drag ; or that they called such 
numbers together to admire the wisdom of their plans, the suitable- 
ness of their agents, or the marvels of their doings. " Not unto 
us, Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy 
mercy, and for thy truth's sake,'' will surely be the motto inscribed 
on the Jubilee banner. 

Once more, a proper improvement demands from you gratitude. 
If in every thing you are to give thanks, is there not a peculiar 
cause for it this day ? Is there a soul here this moiping but feels 
it ? Now we hope that you have individually, and^ alone, and in 
your families, already adored the Divine goodness in what lias been \ 

accomplished. But you have now entered his gates with thanks- | 

giving, and his courts with praise : you have now been brought ; 

together by the call of the Society itself, for this very purpose. Call 
therefore upon your souls, and each other, to bless and praise his | 

holy name. Say with David, ^^ O magnify the Lord with me, and i 

let us exalt his name together." Say with Isaiah, ^^ Praise the 
Lord, call upon his name, declare his doings among the people; 
make mention that his name is exalted. Sing unto the Lord, for 
he hath done excellent things ; this is known in all the earth." 
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O my brethren^ let not this feeling decline when you have 
offered the grand sacrifice of praise thiB morning, but keep in 
memory the exceeding riches of his grace, in his kindness towards 
you by Christ Jesus, and be concerned to show forth his praise, 
not only with your lips, but in your lives ; remembering the words 
of Henry, ^^ if thanks-giving is good, thanks-living is better/* 

This leads us finally to remark, that your improvement must 
excite and encourage you to fresh exertion. God^s promises indeed 
are your principal encouragement; but you must be mindful of 
what he has done, as well as what he has said. You must remem- 
ber the years of the right hand of the Most High. What we hope 
for is not a speculation or a novelty, but an augmentation of what 
we have already observed and witnessed. The conversion of one 
sinner is a true specimen of the conversion of a whole nation. 
Hence every Christian has the witness in himself, and his own 
experience should confirm his confidence. When I was once with 
Mr. Newton, he received a letter from an individual whom I well 
knew, and who was a pecuUarly depraved character, which seemed 
to breathe something like conviction and desire : upon hearing of 
which, I said, '^ Sir, if he is saved, I should never despair of the 
salvation of any one else.*' " Why," said the man of God, " I 
never did, ever since God saved me.'^ 

You will therefore, my brethren, very defectively improve the 
help of which we have been speaking if you suffer it to weaken 
your zeal or your exertion I Through God you have made a be- 
ginning, and a good beginning, but as yet it is only a beginning. 
You have penetrated the borders of the enemy^s domain, but there 
remaineth yet very much land to be possessed. You have here and 
there produced by Divine grace an oasis in the barren wastes; but 
the wilderness and the soUtary place have not as yet been made 
glad, nor has the desert rejoiced and blossomed as the rose. You 
have struck a light here and there in a dark place ; but his salva- 
tion must be openly shown in the sight of the heathen, and all 
must know him from the least even to the greatest. 

This Jubilee therefore is an eminence from which you are not 
only to look backward, but forward. You are called on this occa- 
sion not only to review what has been done, but to explore what 
remains to be done ; and to inquire how it is to be effected. The 



JUBILEE SERVICES. 41 

pause you are this day making is not the pause of fatigue^ or of 
idleness^ or of indulgence, but the pause of survey, of comparison, 
of progress, of correction. And you are called upon not only to 
keep what you possess already, but to seize and to occupy more ; 
not only to persevere, but to abound in the work of the Lord; not 
only to labour still, but to induce the Saviour to say, " I know 
thy works, and the last to be more than the first/^ 

And by the providence of God, other avenues of labour are 
opened, and in various regions ; and in some of them very immense, 
men not only appear in vision, but in reality, saying, ^^ Come over 
and help us/^ And shall these openings and applications be made 
in vain ? Will you say to these implorers, *^ Go back and perish, 
we cannot help you V^ — when the Lord of hosts is with us, and 
our sufiRciency is of God ? 

It is useless to be silent. We must tell you that much, very much, 
assistance will be required : and though it is hoped you will be 
much relieved in many of the stations already occupied by native 
agency ; yet in fresh places, and at first , while you are seeking to 
save that which is lost, all the efforts must be made by yourselves, 
and all the expense must be borne by yourselves. 

Three things therefore will be necessary, and three things you 
must have, and have more abundantly. 

One is prayers. — These you will want; not occasional, cold, formal 
prayers, but such prayers as these, " Oh that thou wouldest rend 
the heavens, that thou wouldest come down, that the mountains 
might flow down at thy presence V " For Zion's sake will I not 
hold my peace, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until the 
righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation 
thereof as a lamp that bumeth.^' " The kingdom of heaven 
suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force.'' Such was 
Jacob's prayer, and it made him more than a conqueror — ^' I will 
not let thee go except thou bless me." Oh that Almighty God 
may impress you all before you separate with a powerful conviction 
that for all these things which we need, and which he has pro- 
mised, he will yet be inquired of by the house of Israel to do it for 
them ; — ^and that he never said to the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in 
vain. There are many things that some of you are incapable of 
doing, but you can all kneel ; and prayer has power with God, and 
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can prevail : and the success of it does not depend upon genius or 
rank ; he hears the prayers of the destitute^ and will not despise 
their prayer. I was thinking this morning in my retirement^ who 
can tell what has been done by prayer? Berhaps in the re- 
velations of eternity we shall learn that some Institution took its 
rise^ or owed some remarkable success to the supplications of a 
poor pauper in a mud-wall cottage. — You will therefore want your 
monthly prayer-meetings as aforetime^ and even with more numer- 
ous and lively attendance. If the spirit of grace and of supplica- 
tion be poured out at all^ it will appear in these united exercises : 
and if two who shall agree touching anything they ask^ shall be 
heard of our heavenly Father^ what may we not eiFect from the 
combined petitions of the thousands of Israel ? 

You will also want men — able men — suitable men^ men such as you 
have had already^ and even excelling in glory. Ministers therefore 
must often stimulate and invite in God^s name^ and say, "Who will 
go for us V Parents must be willing to exercise seK-denial. Hamil- 
car must lead his son to the altar, to swear eternal enmity to the 
Romans, Hannah must lend her Samuel to the Lord as long as he 
liveth. What made the Grecian and Roman youth so eager to go 
to the wars ? They saw their aunts and sisters and mothers kissing 
the wounds of their fathers and brothers, and hanging up their 
armour with tears of joy and praise. All are not called out to foreign 
service ; but what is it that keeps some of you from consecrating 
yourselves even this day to the Lord ? 

Silver and gold also will be required ; for whatever the spirituality 
of some enthusiasts may imagine, money does much, and there is 
much that can only be done by money. God himself has deter- 
mined that even his own cause shall not be carried on without it ; 
and is it not lamentable, is it not shameful, that your operations 
should be suspended or contracted for a limited supply of a 
medium which is so plentifully possessed already, and which could 
be so easily and mightily enlarged, if — 

If what ? if men would trade for (jod, and fulfil even in a hum- 
ble measure the language of Isaiah, " Her merchandize and her 
hire shall be holiness to the Lord : it shall not be treasured nor 
laid up ; for her merchandize shall be for them that dwell before 
the Lord, to eat suflSiciently and for durable clothing.'' I remember 
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that when a London merchant went to Mr. Newton and said to 
him, " Sir, I am going to leave off trade, for I have gained enough 
for myself and my family.^' " Then, Sir,^' said he, " be the Lord^s 
journeyman, and carry on business now for him.'' Well, suppose 
some of you would do this for one year only, would you not as a 
Christian feel peculiar satisfaction in thinking from day to day as 
your head or your hands were employed, " I am doing this for him 
who died for me, and rose again f^ would not love make the yoke 
easy, and the burden light ; and would not a prosperous stroke 
yield you more pleasure than you ever felt in any success while 
serving a creature only, though it were your own dear self? 

li — if what ? If you would avoid all needless hoarding. Some 
think that the Gospel forbids all accumulation of property. We go 
not so far as this, and the apostle speaks of ^^ the fathers laying up 
for the children.'' But this may be done, and not unscripturally, 
if prudence and conscience will consult each other. And if you 
lay up what you ought to lay out, God can easily scatter it — and we 
see how often he does this — and if he does not, and it descends to 
the family, it seldom wears well. It is very distinguishable from 
" the blessing of the Lord that maketh rich, and addeth no sorrow 
with it." 

If — ^if what? If you would remember the cause of Christ in 
death. Oh the scandal of dying very rich, in our day especially, 
and when importuned by thousands of calls from perishing souls ! 
If anything could relieve the odium, it would be dying rich 
towards God. Oh, what would it be for those who have one 
hundred thousand, or two hundred thousand, or three hundred 
thousand pounds to leave behind them, if they would leave, 
to replenish our institutions, the tenth, or the twentieth part, 
especially in cases where they know, and they do know, that 
not one-quarter of these fortunes will be needed by those who 
receive them ? I wonder whether we shall ever succeed in convinc- 
ing people that they are answerable for the use of their property 
after they are dead, as well as while they are alive ? We are some- 
times shocked to see members of churches, and even office-bearers, 
living in every kind of luxury, and dissipation, and vice; not indeed 
in their own persons, but in the persons of those they left behind 
them, and whom they have furnished for their wickedness with the 
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means and the motives. '^ But they did not know that this was the 
conseqaence of such abundance.^' And why did they not know ? 
What prescience did it require ? Did they not know the depravity 
of the human heart ? Did they not know the influence of wealth in 
making provision for the flesh to fulfil the lusts thereof? Did they 
not know that the prosperity of fools shall destroy them ? Yet 
these persons in the beginning of their wills say^ ''Being of 
soimd mind'' — I very much question this — I am sure, if they are 
of soimd mind, they are not of sound conscience, otherwise they 
would not, they could not make, in passing to the bar of God, 
such disposals as they do. 

If — if what ? If they would avoid needless expenditure, and be 
satisfied with a decent distinction above the vulgar, instead of 
suffering themselves to be carried away with the pride of life. 

If — ^if what ? If they would exercise that first lesson in the 
school of Christ, self-denial, — and not self-denial of an extreme 
kind, — oh, how much might be gained without giving up anything 
that is essential to their support or comfort I 

Now I was desired to push this pecuniary claim a little ; but I 
have not time to enlarge. Yet, if such moderate hints as these, 
were to have their due influence, what sums may we not hope to 
realise, not only in a collection this morning, (like those known 
here in former times,) but from every congregation all over the 
country to which appeals will be made ! You have, to stimulate 
you, the example of your Wesleyan and Baptist brethren, who 
have done so nobly in their respective connexions. Be not, there- 
fore, backward, but contribute, as cheerfully, so largely, in order 
that your directors may be set free from incumbrance, and be pre- 
pared iVlth the means to meet all future exigencies and applications. 

I must now close what has been quite enough for my own 
strength, and perhaps too much for your patience, with only adding 
two remarks. 

The first regards the propriety of this service. I acknowledge 
that I am not fond of " Lo here, and lo there,'' or anything like 
raree-show in religion ; and I do think we have all had occasionally 
in our respective parties, too much of exhibition ; and have some- 
times been too forgetful, that the kingdom of God cometh not 
with observation. Yet, as the sun cannot shine without showing 
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itself^ so in doing good, some publicities are unavoidable ; and we are 
even required to let our light shine before men, not to glorify us, 
but our Father who is in heaven. I therefore think that the 
directors have acted, not only piously, but wisely, on this occasion. 
The appointed service will tend much to make the public better 
acquainted with their proceedings ; and the more they are known, 
the more they must be, not only justified, but commended. It 
will yield much comfort to our dear missionaries abroad; it will 
have a favourable impression upon the native converts under their 
care ; while its tendency and eflfort wiU be to reanimate our own 
chiirches and congregations, and to excite the rising young to be 
followers of them who, through faith and patience, inherit the 
promises. 

The other is a remark of a more personal nature; and the 
preacher has hesitated whether he should bring it forward. The 
case is, that he feels this address, with regard to many of those 
who are now hearing him, as partaking rather of a farewell and 
testamentary character. For more than half a century I served 
this church and congregation for eight, or six, or four Sabbaths in 
the year. Here I laboured before I was nineteen, and now I am 
advanced five years and a half beyond the common average of 
human life. There are, perhaps, some here, who remember when 
these white locks were as black as a raven ; perhaps, also, there 
are some who will remember when the undiminished crowds on 
the Sundays, and Tuesday evenings, and Friday mornings, hung 
upon the preacher^s lips. Of course, as to myself, these reviews 
are attended with the most lively emotions. Oh, Surrey Chapel ! 
how many blessed hours have I enjoyed in sacred exercises within 
thy walls I 

As my ministry began early, and has extended rather to an 
unusual length, I have had many calls to preach in various direc- 
tions, and have been furnished with opportunities for observation 
beyond many of my brethren. I have certainly remarked, since I 
began my labours, a great and wonderful change for the better in 
the reUgious state of our country. I have also perceived some 
variations in the state of the religious world itself. I knew per- 
sonally some of the great leaders of Methodism, and their first 
helpers, and can therefore compare their manners and their pro- 
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ceedings with our own. I am far from asking — " Why were the 
former days better than these V I do not admit the fact. If 
religion does not now run so deep as once it did^ owing then 
to the compression of narrower banks ; yet it spreads more^ and 
fertilises a wider expanse. Yea, and the modems have improved 
in some respects upon our forefathers ; especially in public spirit- 
edness^ and in exertions to extend the boundaries of the Gospel. 
There is also among them a greater disposition to unite and 
co-operate with each other. Why, some of us remember, what 
astonishment was expressed, when Mr. Eyre, one of the Fathers and 
Founders of this Society, was asked first to preach in Mr. Wesley^s 
chapel in Moorfields. But how is it now ? Even this astonishment 
is now wondered at. Now, on these occasions, and others also, we 
exchange pulpits, and by love are prompt to serve one another. 
Yet, perhaps, we have not improved in everything. It was not 
necessary or proper for us to forget that we do not cease to be 
citizens when we become Christians ; or that we should think that 
we ought not to bq concerned for our civil rights as well as others. 
But, perhaps, we have been drawn a little too far from our own 
appropriate sphere of action as a distinct and religious body. 
There were things in which it was lawful. and desirable for us to 
rise, but perhaps we have too much sought great things to our- 
selves. It was not needful to turn houses into mansions, and 
meals into luxuries, and dress into finery. Our Academies have 
become Colleges j our Tutors Presidents and Professors; our 
Preachers are all Doctors ; and our Students hunters after degrees 
— and if this be necessary, if it be expedient, if it be desirable, we 
are far, very far indeed, from censuring it. The times are changed, 
and we must meet their claims, as they arise. Much information 
has spread of late years not only through the middling classes, but 
also the lower orders. We do not undervalue literature; let it 
always have its due praise, but let it never be supposed for one 
moment that the mathematics and the classics can do the work of 
God in the pulpit or out of it. We are not enemies to a learned 
ministry whenever it can be obtained, yea, we applaud it ; and an 
educated ministry we must have ; but oh, what does tfiat imply, 
what does that require in our day, and in the present state of our 
affairs I I wish, as a man going off the stage, I were allowed to 
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express myself with freedom witlwat giving ofifence — I am sure 
there is nothing more remote from my intention or desire. Oh, 
my brethren, that we could lose sight of everything but the end of 
preaching ! that we could all say with Baxter — 

" I preach as if I ne'er should preach again, 
As a dying man to dying men/' 

that the orthodoxy of our matter were always accompanied by 
everything unexceptionable in manner I that as preachers we 
were always teachers too ; that the poor had the Gospel preached to 
them; and that the common people heard us gladly! O that 
besides a sufficiency of elementary and evangelical truth, we had 
a genuine simplicity; a direct manner of dealing with the con- 
science ; an affectionate earnestness in our address ; and an unction 
of spirit derived not from man-dated periods, but deep devout 
feelings ! 

One thing I have always observed, and I challenge a contradic- 
tion, namely, that wherever a certain kind and style of preaching 
has prevailed, there is never a want of hearers if there be a popu- 
lation in the neighbourhood. What this kind and style is, no 
tutor should for one hour go on without knowing, or one student 
without following. 

Oh, this is a solemn moment ! I feel its importance ! I throw 
my mind back. The sermon I preached when this Society was 
commencing, was owned to the conversion of an individual (I see 
he is still living, and long may he live blessed, and blessing !) — an 
individual distinguished since by a succession of benevolent services, 
civil and sacred. O that a similar effect may attend this service ! 
that I may speak a word that shall come ^' not in word only, 
but in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance I'^ 

Ah, where will this assembly be when this Jubilee returns ? Out 
of such an immense number, some of you may be found then 
living, and we hope living to God ; otherwise it were better for you 
to drop down dead this moment in this place, than to live under 
the growing guilt of fifty years, especiaUy if you should be all the 
time hearers of the Gospel. And alas ! how many instances are 
there in our day, of persons who have attended the Gospel for such 
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a period as this^ and who all tb^ time have only been treasuring up 
wrath against the day of wrath ! But immensely the majority of this 
vast assembly will, before the return of this Jubilee, be laid under 
the cold stone or the green turf; that is, as to their bodies — ^but 
where will their spirits be ? Many of them, it is to be feared, in 
" outer darkness, where there will be weeping, and wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth/' But we hope better things of others; we 
hope many of you who will be removed before the anniversary of 
this day, will have walked in wisdom's ways, and have reached the 
end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls; and have 
re-joined the Fathers and Founders of this Society, and your own 
dear connexions who loved it, and often said — 

" Let Him be crowned with majesty, 
'Who bowed his head in death ! 
And be his honour sounded high, 
By an things that haye breath I" 

You have seen the morning spread upon the mountain, and you 
may see greater things than you now behold; but if you should 
not, you will die in faith, assured that He who was lifted up, will 
draw all men unto Him. Perhaps you will be allowed to look down 
from your shining seats above, and see the glory as it is spreading 
over our globe. If not, you will be found where the acclamation 
shall commence, that shall be re-echoed back from our earth — 
"Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. The kingdoms of 
this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ, and he shall reign for ever and ever !" I have done. 
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If to trace upwards to its source some mighty river, whose 
streams diffuse fertility and beauty in the varied regions through 
which they meander, and whose peopled waters, busy with traffic, 
promote, to a large degree, the intercourse of nations and the 
commerce of the globe, be an object deeply interesting to the ad- 
venturous traveller, and deemed worthy of almost any expenditure 
of time, and energy, and talent, and even of life itself; how far 
more interesting must it be to the Christian philanthropist to trace 
to its origin any one of those great and God-like institutions 
which dignify and adorn the age in which we live, and whose 
glorious design it is to promote the co-operation and intercourse 
of Christian brethren of different denominations and of distant lands 
— ^the spread of the Gospel, and the glory of God in the salvation 
of the human race ! 

To an exercise so delightful, friends and supporters of the 
London Missionary Society, we are called on this most interesting 
occasion. We are assembled from various parts of the empire, as 
the representatives of the churches, associated in this great enter- 
prise of Christian benevolence and zeal, to celebrate its Jubilee — to 
remember and acknowledge all the way by which, during the first 
fifty years of its history, the Lord our God has led us, — and, while 
we thus review the past, Avith appropriate solemnities to signalise 
the present, and in the spirit of faith, and hope, and deep devotion, 
to anticipate the future. But ere we turn to that futurity, and 
give ourselves to the contemplation of those glorious prospects, 
which, in the visions of prophecy, lie outstretched before us, does it 
not behove us with deep humility to pause and ponder our origin. 
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that we may be the more powerfully affected by a sense of the 
obligation which we owe to Him to whom we are indebted for 
every measure of countenance we have enjoyed, and every instance 
of success we have realised, and from whom alone that influence 
has proceeded, by which the little one has become a thousand^ and 
the small one a strong nation ? 

And on the origin of such a Society as this we do well to pause, 
and with hallowed delight to linger, for it constitutes a distinct and 
most important epoch in the histoiy of the Christian church. " Its 
plan/' says the amiable author of the Fathebs and Founders of 
THE Missionary Society, ^' was so new, and its proposed scale of 
operation so vast, that it burst forth with a kind of Pentecostal 
excitement upon the public mind. The joy created in the hearts 
of thousands of God's children by the formation of a scheme of 
philanthropy so enlarged, and so accordant with the spirit of 
primitive Christianity, can only be fully judged of by those who 
were happy enough to aid its first struggle for existence, or to 
hail the successive voyages of the ship Duff to the islands of the 
great South Pacific. The tidings of these events were to many a 
languishing church, and many a slumbering Christian, as life from 
the dead, and generations yet imborn will have to look back upon 
these glorious days of the Son of man as the commencement of a 
distinguished era in the revival of true religion, and in its more 
extended dissemination throughout the habitable globe.'' 

By the pubhcation of a most earnest and spirit-stirring appeal 
on this momentous subject, in the Evangelical Magazine, then 
recently estabUshed — an appeal especially addressed to Christians 
of his own denomination — ^the late venerable David Bogue secured 
to himself the imperishable glory of being the Founder, or at least 
the first amongst the Founders, of the London Missionary Society. 
From that address I must be permitted to quote a single para- 
graph, that being dead, he may yet speak to us this day. Having 
stated in a few emphatic sentences the melancholy condition in 
which millions of pagans and Mahometans are sunk, and the 
claims they have on our best efforts for their conversion ; and 
having enumerated the various associations of other bodies of 
Christians already in existence for that purpose, he goes on to say, 
'* We alone, (and it must be spoken to our shame,) have not sent 
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messengers to the heathen^ to proclaim the riches of redeeming 
love. It is surely full time that we had begun. We are able. 
The wealth of many thousands of individuals is considerable. I 
am confident that many amongst us are willing, nay, desirous to 
see such a work set on foot, and will contribute liberally of their 
substance for its support. Nothing is wanting but for some per- 
sons to stand forward and begin. 

" With objects before us so grand, and prospects so delightful, 
I conjure you, brethren, to exert yourselves in the cause of your 
Redeemer, and of perishing souls. An insulated individual, and 
not having the opportunity of consulting others, I take this 
method of recommending the subject to your serious attention. 
Think of it in your most pious moments. Let it be matter of 
prayer before God, and make it the topic of conversation one with 
another. As it is the duty of pastors and churches to be forward 
in every good work, I call upon the ministers of the metropolis to 
consult together on this important subject, and without loss of 
time to propose some plan for the accompUshment of this most 
desirable end, that our Lord Jesus Christ may have the heathen 
for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for his 
possession.^' 

This appeal was not in vain. The blessing of God attended it in 
a most remarkable manner. Not more than two months after its 
publication, a meeting was held in the Castle and Falcon Tavern, 
Aldersgate Sti'eet, London, for the purpose of carrying its sug- 
gestion into effect. This appears to have been the first of a series of 
meetings maintained once a fortnight, for consultation and prayer, 
from which an address was published in the Evangelical Magazine 
of January, 1793, and other measures emanated, all tending to 
prepare the way for the formal establishment of the proposed 
Society. These preparatory mecitings were composed of ministers 
of various religious bodies — clergymen of the established churches 
of England and Scotland — ^independent and presbyterian dissenters, 
and others — but amongst them there was not a jarring note — all 
were animated by one common feeling of love to Christ, and pity 
for the perishing heathen ; and when the foundation of the noble 
Society was formally and publicly laid, it was deep, broad, and 
liberal, in perfect harmony with those principles of union and 
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co-operation^ which had characterised all the preparatory steps ; so 
that, if the London Missionary Society was the last to take the 
field, it was the first to rally round so broad a banner, and enlist 
such a variety of reUgious denominations in its ranks. 

The days at length fixed for the formation of the Society, and 
the accompanying solemnities, were the 22nd, 23rd, and 24th of 
September, 1795. The evening preceding the 22nd, was spent in 
solemn deliberation and earnest wrestling with Grod for his gracious 
presence during the coming days, and amidst the prayers of the 
thousands of his Israel, not in the metropolis alone, but throughout 
the empire, on the morning of the 22nd, those memorable services 
commenced. 

At a public meeting held in the area of Spafields Chapel, after 
the first sermon by Dr. Haweis, the plan of the Society was read, 
discussed clause by clause, and finally adopted, with the utmost 
unanimity, cordiality, and joy. With what deep and intense emo- 
tions of hallowed delight, the birth of this great Society was 
witnessed, may be gathered from the closing appeal of Dr. Bogue's 
sermon, the last delivered on that occasion — an appeal which 
found a response in every heart. '^ Now,'' said he, " we do not 
think ourselves in danger of being- mistaken, when we say, that we 
shall account it through eternity a distinguished favour, and the 
highest honour conferred on us during our pilgrimage on earth, 
that we appeared here, and gave in our names amongst the founders 
of the Missionary Society ; and the time will ever be remembered 
by us — and may it be celebrated by future ages — as the era op 
Christian Benevolence V^ 

These words have proved prophetic. Without a knowledge of 
futurity, that eminent servant of God was directed thus to give 
utterance to hopes and expectations which have been, to an astonish- 
ing extent, fulfilled. It has proved, as he fondly trusted it would, 
THE Era of Christian Benevolence, and after the lapse of 
fifty years, we recognise and celebrate it as such this day. Hence 
has arisen the Tract Society, and from that the Bible Society, 
and innumerable kindred institutions, banding and binding together, 
in bonds of holy brotherhood and mutual pledges of devotedness 
to the common cause, ChristiMis of difierent sects and psurties, 
heretofore estranged and distant from each other, and who, but for 
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the uniting influence exerted by these societies, with their auxiliaries 
and branches, and various ramifications throughout the empire^ 
would have known little or nothing of each other, till they met in 
heaven. 

Brethren ! I could dwell upon a scene like this, nearest to hea- 
ven of anything this polluted and distracted world has hitherto 
witnessed — I had almost said — ^for ever; but the duties of this 
evening, with which I am entrusted, seem to belong more to the 
present and the future than the past. You have done well, at the 
threshold of the fiftieth year, to pause and review the way by 
which Gk)d has led us. You have done well thus to assemble the 
representatives of the churches on this great occasion, that the 
erection of our Eben-ezeb may be a combined, a united, and a 
most solemn act. You have done well thus to signalize this 
interesting season, by solemn convocations in the sanctuary, by 
common supplications and thanksgivings at the throne of the 
heavenly grace, by the utterance of the heart in earnest and spirit- 
stirring appeals from the platform, and by sacred pledges at the 
table of the Lord, of unabated zeal and renewed devotedness to 
this great cause. But in the midst of all, I seem to hear a voice 
from the excellent glory ; it rises above the expressions of our joy, 
it breaks in upon the fervour of our devotion, it arrests even 
the importunity of prayer : Wherefore criest thou unto me ? Speak 
unto the children of Israel that they go Forward. 

Forward, — Exodus xiv. 15. 

— ^This is our text. This appears to me to be the word most 
appropriate to these solemnities, and more especially to this, the last 
of the discourses to be delivered on this occasion. Forward, is 
our watchword. It comes to us this night from the remoteness of 
far distant ages, and brings with it all the force and emphasis which 
the miraculous attestations that attended it in its first utterance, can 
impart. You cannot picture to yourselves a position more perilous 
and critical than that which the children of Israel occupied when this 
word was addressed to them by the lips of their leader Moses. 
Forward — ^but whither shall they go ? how can they advance ? are 
. they to walk securely on the bosom of the deep ? for no other 
course seems open to them now. On the one hand, far as the eye 
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can readi^ the ocean lies outstretched-^on the other^ impassable 
mountains rise^ and rocks like gigantic ramparts piled up to heaven 
— and behind^ all the proud chivalry and martial prowess of Egypt 
advances, led on by the incensed and haughty Pharaoh in countless 
battalions, intent on their destruction, and thirsting for their blood; 
The enemy said, I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the 
spoil, my lust shall be satisfied upon them. Vain boast ! You 
know the sequel — TTiou didst blow with thy wind, the sea covered 
them, they sank as lead in the mighty waters — and whOst their 
convulsive shrieks and dying groans are lost amid the rush of 
waters by which they are overwhelmed, from the opposite shores 
the song of the ransomed tribes ascends, triumphant to the skies ; 
Sinff unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously : the horse and 
his rider hath he throum into the sea. 

I am not aware that we need trace out any very strong analogies 
in order to justify the appropriation of this single, but emphatic 
word to our present purpose. Tell us, ye fathers and brethren in 
the holy ministry! leaders and standard-bearers in the camp of 
our British Israel ! — Tell us, ye watchmen upon the walls of our 
Zion ! to whom it belongs, with no mere worldly wisdom or skill of 
carnal reason, to look abroad upon the signs of the times, and 
expound to us, as they pass before you, what they seem to indicate 
with respect to present duty, and the prospect of future triumph — 
Tell us, is not this their import ? Do they encourage sloth ? do 
they call for hesitation ? do they justify repose ? do they sound 
a retreat? Retreat — God forbid! Retreat! — ^The Missionary 
Society knows no such word ; it has long since been blotted out 
from our vocabulary, if it was ever there ; and he must be pro- 
nounced a traitor to the caijise who even dreams of restoring it. 
Retreat ! what, shall such men as we flee? we, who at the first came 
up voluntarily to the work — -we, who have again and again pledged 
to it an unalterable attachment, an untiring devotedness, an in- 
extinguishable ^eal 1 — we, whose vows, heard by the generation that 
is past, and by the generation that is rising round us — ^registered 
in heaven, and remembered and recorded upon earth — will go down 
to the generations that are yet to come ? — we, who have witnessed 
such signal displays of the Almighty power of God in behalf of his . 
own cause— identified as it is with this great undertaking? Is it 
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for us to flee, fathers and brethren, honoured and beloved ? or even 
for a moment, to pause, or hesitate ? — No. The representatives of 
the churches here present say — No. The perishing millions of the 
heathen say-^No. The churches already planted in pagan lands 
say — No. The spirits of just men made perfect, called from 
amongst the heathen by your honoured instrumentality, say — No. 
Myriads of voices in heaven say — No; and even from hell there 
comes the same response — No. All the intelligent universe, pro- 
foundly interested, though in a way beyond the full comprehension 
of our finite minds, in the success of this glorious enterprise, 
answers — No. We mitst not — dare not — cannot, and by the help of 
God, mil not retreat. No ! but we will seek to imbibe the spirit 
and follow the injunction of the oracle that addresses us this night 
— Speak unto the children of Israel that they go forward. 

Hitherto I have sought no artificial arrangement of this address, 
nor will I seek it. My heart is too full for this. There are 
moments when the spirit pants for the utterance of its feelings, 
rather than its thoughts, — when thought becomes feeling, deep, 
ardent, and intense. At such a moment it disdains that which is 
merely mechanical ; it rises above it, it refuses to be impeded by 
it ; and such is the present moment with me. I cast myself then 
upon your sympathy, whilst, with unfettered freedom, I seek only 
to give expression to the feelings of my heart ; and all that my 
heart feels, and my lips would utter, is concentrated and em- 
bodied in this single word — forward. 

Forward, then, for 

I. Your work is before you. And a mighty work it is — 
nothing less than the world's conversion. Some thoughtless 
people reply, when we make our appeal to them for fresh contri- 
butions, or additional help, — ^What ? have you not done yet ? Done ! 
— no, we have only just begun. What is the half-century during 
which we have been at work, to the eighteen centuries during 
which nothing was, or perhaps could be done ? What are the few 
hundreds, or thousands, that have been, through our honoured 
instrumentality, converted to God, to the millions that are still 
sunk in all the horrors of paganism ? Done — no ! Darkness stiU 
covers the earth, and gross darkness the people. The world still lies 
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outstretched before us, in the length of it, and in the breadth of it, 
with its varied realms, and mighty masses of population, as the 
scene of missionary labour. The prophetic vision, under which 
was presented to Ezekiel the condition of the Jewish people, is to 
the present hour a melancholy picture of the world^s condition. It 
is an immense grave-yard, a scene of moral desolation and of spiritual 
death. The lapse of ages has effected little or no change for the 
better — ^for the worse it could not. The increase of its popula- 
tion has been but the increase of its guilt ; and what it was, when 
prophets prophesied, and apostles laboured, that it is in the days in 
which we live. Why it is so — how it comes to pass that after 
eighteen centuries from the introduction of the Gospel, the world 
is not yet evangelised, is indeed a solemn and momentous question 
for the Christian philanthropist to ponder. Is it that He to whom 
the property of the world belongs will have it so ? Is it that He 
approves of such a state of things ? Oh no; but, to use the strong 
language of Scripture, it grieves him at his heart. Sin is the 
abominable thing which his soul hateth, and he cannot look upon 
it in any of its forms, but with the utmost detestation and abhor- 
rence. Is it that there is no sufficient antidote — that it must be so, 
because there is no remedy ? Must mankind still continue to sin 
and suffer and die — ^to writhe and agonise and expire beneath the 
power of this moral malady, because there is no balm in Gilead, 
and no physician there? Oh no— there is a sovereign balm, a 
grand catholicon, an infallible restorative, and it has been in the 
possession of the church from the beginning ! Why then is not 
the deadly wound healed ? Why ? Christians I must I assign the 
reason ? must I tell the truth ? It is because it has not 
been applied. Christians have it, but they have failed to use it. 
They have allowed mankind in successive generations to sicken and 
to die without it. They have seen their neighbour, their brother, 
fallen, and wounded, and weltering in his blood; and like the 
priest and the Levite, they have passed by on the other side, as 
though it were no concern of theirs — as though they were justified 
in the heartless appeal, " Am I my brother^ s keeper ? '^ I know 
indeed that something has at length been done, and is doing now. 
But, oh ! how many ages rolled by — how many generations 
perished — what countless millions went down into the pit, ere that 
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something was begun ! This jubilee, which we are now celebrating, 
reminds us most affectingly of this. Little more than fifty years 
ago, and the whole Christian world was in. a profound sleep. 
Nearly eighteen centuries of darkness and of crime, and sixty 
generations of mankind, had passed away without a single e£fort for 
their salvation. If the world's population be correctly estimated 
at nine hundred or a thousand millions, and one entire generation 
passes away in thirty years, the heart sickens at the contemplation 
of the millions that must have perished in ignorance and sin, even 
since the gospel was sent from heaven to enlighten and to save.* 

And what is doing now, — now that the church may be said to 
be awake — ^in some sort and to some extent awake — to the world's 
condition, and to her own resources and responsibilities in con- 
nexion with it ? There are still five or six hundred millions sunk 
in pagan darkness and Mahometan delusion : and how many 
missionaries has the Christian church in her benevolence and zeal, 
her pity and compassion, sent forth? — Not three, I believe, to every 
milUon. Through all her sections, through all her denominations — 
with all her wealth — ^with all her advantages — ^with all her facilities 
— ^with all her professions — she has pitied the world to this vast 
extent, and given not quite three missionaries to every million of her 
perishing population! Ah, my brethren! do we not blush? are we 
not ashamed at such a state of things as this ? Do we dare, under 
such circumstances, to make our appeal to Jehovah, and say with 
the prophet. Where is thy zeal and thy strength, and the sounding 
of thy bowels ? Where alas ! are our own ? Are His restrained ? 
No ! but ours are. We are not straitened in Him, but we are 
straitened in ourselves. We have energies we do not exert — ^we 
have facilities we do not employ — we have wealth we do not appro- 
priate — ^in short, we have a liberality, a zeal, a devotion, by no 
means adequate to the responsibilities of the church, or the neces- 
sities of the world. 



* I know that much may be said in mitigation of the charge Qf inactivity thu3 
brought against the Christian church, at least with regard to former times. But 
whatever apology may be made for the inactivity of our forefathers in this respect, 
there can be none for our own. Let each then take to himself the measure of con- 
demnation which conscience assigns to him. 
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And are you satisfied with such a state of things ? Are you 
contented that it should be so? Will you consent to slumber 
while mankind are perishing^ and fold your arms in indolence and 
sloth^ while ten thousand agencies are active and successful for 
the world's destruction ? Have you no desire to see the usurper 
dethroned, and the sceptre wrested from his grasp ? Have you no 
desire to witness the emancipation of your species from the vassal- 
age of Satan, and the establishment of the Redeemer's throne on 
the ruins of that which the prince of darkness, the god of this 
world, has for so many ages maintained 7 This is the work to 
which we are called — ^this is the enterprise to which we are pledged 
— ^this is the triumph to which we are summoned ; and it is a work 
that must be done, a triumph that, sooner or later, shall assuredly 
be achieved, whether we take our appropriate part in it or no, — ^for 
it is the work of God, — a triumph decreed by Him. 

We indeed may prove recreant to the cause, and manifest a zeal 
unequal to the crisis at which we have arrived ; but the world's 
deliverance in that case shall arise from some other quarter — others 
shall wear our laurels, and shall take our crown ! Now, my 
brethren ! I am free to acknowledge that I have no sympathy 
with the man who can calmly contemplate such a result. 
God forbid that anything of human pride should mingle in a cause 
like this! but there is a holy emulation, there is a sanctified 
ambition, and I would ever seek to fan the flame, and cherish its 
kindlings in my bosom. I rejoice to know that there are others in 
the field ; — would they were multiplied a thousand fold ! — but I 
would work, not behind, but side by side with them — side by side 
let us run this race of Christian benevolence and love, and reach 
the goal together. I rejoice in the gigantic efforts which the 
comparatively infant churches of America are putting forth — I 
glory in the widely-extended and efficient labours of other 
Missionary Societies, kindred to our own, — but while I give my 
hand and my heart to them all, and wish them success in the name 
of the Lord, I turn with a sort of filial reverence to the London 
Missionary Society, as peculiarly my own, and pray that she may 
not be the least amongst the thousands of Israel, nor last in the 
approbation of her Lord. 
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Forward, then, for 

II. Your authority is Divine, and your responsibility 
IS TO God. 

1. Your authority is Divine. I can conceive of no commission 
more obviously Divine than that on which we act. The same 
voice which commanded the armies of Israel to advance, uttered 
the high commission upon which the missionary enterprise is 
founded; nor can you imagine any circumstances more solemn 
aud impressive than those under which that commission was given. 
It was the final act of the Redeemer, immediately before his 
ascension to heaven. It was, when the parting clouds were about 
to receive him, and veil him, as it regards this world, for ever from 
our sight. It was, when all heaven was wrapped in profoundest 
silence, waiting the entrance of the ascending and triumphant 
Saviour. It was, when every harp of cherubim and seraphim was 
tuned to aid the mighty chorus that should bid him welcome to 
the realms of bliss. It was as the distant murmur of that glorious 
anthem. Lift up your headsy O ye gates ; and be ye lifted up, ye 
everlasting doors : and the King of glory' shall come in, began to 
fall upon his ear ; — ^Then it was, that he gave the solemn charge. 
Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every crea- 
ture. 

And not only so, — this great commission was given by our Lord 
immediately after his announcement of that supreme power in 
heaven and in earth with which, in his mediatorial character, he is 
invested ; and this announcement was unquestionably made that 
the commission he was about to give might be the more manifestly 
stamped with a Divine authority. All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth — go ye, therefore, and teach all nations. 
As though he had said, Go, for I have authority to send 
you, — go, for I have ability to support you, — go, for I 
have power to render your ministry efficient, and crown your 
labours with success ! Go ye into all the world, and wherever 
you are, whether in the crowded city, or the inhospitable desert — 
whether exposed to the ferocity of savage beasts, or men no less 
ferocious — whether dragged to the tribunal of the judge, or stand- 
ing before the throne of the monarch, Lo, I am with you alway, 
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in all circumstances, in all places, in all ages, even to the end of 
the world. 

That commission we hold to be in full force at the present hour, 
and so it shall continue to be while there is a human being upon 
the face of the earth, who has not heard and embraced the Gospel; 
for the promise annexed to the commission, as well as the nature 
of the commission itself, clearly intimates its perpetuity to that 
extent. Its own nature is indicative of this. The Gospel is a scheme 
of salvation, and an announcement of mercy, adapted to the con- 
dition and necessities of men, not of one age or period of the 
world^s history alone, but equally to all ; whilst the promise con- 
nected with it, is conclusive as to this view of its perpetual obliga- 
tion, Lo, I am with you alway^ even unto the end of the world. 
To the end of the world, then, this Gospel of the kingdom must be 
preached as a testimony, not only to all nations, but also to all 
fl^e«— even to the consummation of all things, and the death of 
time. We are bound therefore to regard the commission as in full 
force at the present day. It is our warrant, and under it we act 
in all our efforts to propagate the Gospel both at home and abroad. 
From the remonstrance of indifference, the coldness of apathy, 
the sneer of scepticism, the taunt of infidelity, and the charge of 
enthusiasm, we make our appeal to this, as our all-sufficient 
authority— our irrefragable argument — Christ has given us the 
command, and we have only to obey ! 

Such then being the nature of the commission, thus Divine in 
its origin, boundless in its extent, and perpetual in its duration, 
our responsibility in connexion with it is to God, It is obviously 
binding on every Christian to be a missionary, and every society, 
calling itself a Christian church, to be established on mis- 
sionary principles, and to breathe a missionary spirit. And 
when I say that every Christian must be a missionary, it is no 
strange thing that I announce. Is not his character as a Christian 
formed on missionary principles ? Is he not renewed for missionary 
purposes ? Is not his heart warmed with missionary zeal ? I 
do not mean to affirm that every Christian must be literally, 
and in his own person, a missionary to the heathen, but what I 
mean to say is this, that there must be the soul of a missionary 
in every Christian. You are not converted to God, my brother ! 
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for yourself alone, to monopolise the gospel — no ; but the bread of 
life is given to you that you may dispense it to others — ^the hea- 
venly treasure is imparted to you that you may be the instrument 
of enriching others. / am debtor, said the Apostle, both to the 
Greeks and to the barbarians — to men of every grade, of every colour, 
and of every clime ; and so am I, and so are you, and so is every 
Christian, whether male or female, high or low, rich or poor, young 
or old ; and they who do not feel and acknowledge the debt, and 
do their utmost to discharge it, either in their own persons, or by 
the instrumentality of others, according to the measure of their 
ability, have abundant reason to question their own sincerity, and 
entertain a doubt, whether they ever received the Gospel in its 
reality and power. 

And is not the Christian church formed on missionary principles, 
whether regarded as an aggregate body, or in her several societies? 
The Christian church is essentially a Missionary Church, and being 
such, and for this very purpose — the work of evangelizing the nations 
is committed to her. By her instrumentality all nations are to be 
subdued, and won to the sceptre of Emmanuel. With this view of 
her obligations the church is represented as an embattled host, going 
forth to the conquest of the world, fair as the moon, bright as the 
sun, and terrible as an army with banners. Hence the prayer of the* 
church, God be merdfal unto us, and bless us ; and cause his face to 
shine upon us, that thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving health 
among all nations. Hence the expectation of the apostle expressed 
in his 2nd epistle to the Corinthians ; Having hope, when your faith 
is increased, thut we shall pe enlarged by you according to our rule, 
abundantly to preach the Gospel in the regions beyond you. And 
for what purpose is the church the light of the world, but that she 
may cast her beams far and wide on the surrounding gloom ? for 
what purpose is she the salt of the earth, but that she may diffuse 
her savour throughout the mighty masses of the world^s polluted 
and perishing population ? The church that is not missionary in 
her spirit, is not a Christian church. The churoh that once was so, 
but is so no longer, has lost her distinguishing character, and now 
that the missionary spirit has departed, every thing like life and 
power have taken their flight, and instead of a glory and a beauty 
resting on her assemblies, and adorning her institutions, there will 
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come henceforth a blight and a mildew^ a paralyzing and a withering 
influence ; and the angel of the Lord will be sent forth against her 
with the dreadful malediction^ Curse ye Meroz, curse ye bitterly 
the inhabitants thereof , because they came not to the help of the Lord, 
to the help of the Lord. against the mighty. 

Forward^ then^ though 

III. The obstacles be many and the difficulties for- 
midable. We are fully aware of them. We painfully feel them. 
It would be worse than folly to seek to conceal them from our- 
selves ; and we could not, even if we would. No ; it behoves us 
deeply, but not despondingly, to ponder them, that we may know with 
what we have to struggle, and be the better prepared, with a might 
and a wisdom, not our own, to meet them. Ah, my brethren ! 
we have been taught some humiliating, but salutary, lessons in the 
fifty years* experience this Society has had of missionary opera- 
tions. Many and severe have been our trials, and if our faith 
and patience had not been continually replenished and sus- 
tained by succours from on high, they would have utterly failed us 
long ago. Nor are we so infatuated as to suppose that these trials 
are ended yet, or these difficulties finally overcome. Oh no ! we 
seem to be, even now, in the midst of them; and from some 
quarters they press upon us with a greater weight than ever. 
With what trembling anxiety — with what mingled emotions of 
hope and of fear, our best and fondest affections now hover over 
the intensely interesting isles of the southern sea I Tahiti ! eldest 
bom of our missionary offspring! for whom, through sixteen 
years of apparently fruitless labour, we travailed, as it were in birth, 
till Christ should be formed in the hearts of her people, the hope 
of glory ! how critical at this moment is her position ! how 
dark the cloud that is brooding over her ! But, I see a bow of 
promise in that cloud. I see a brightness, as of the morning, 
breaking from that gloom. Every effort made to shake the sted- 
fastness, to sully the purity, to .sophisticate the simplicity, to 
tarnish the lustre of her infant churches, has hitherto been in 
vain. The recent movement, deemed, as everything appertaining 
to it seems to indicate, a master-stroke of policy on the part of the 
man of sin, has been, up to the present hour, a signal failure. In 
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the firmness of her converts — in their close and tenacious ad- 
herence to the scriptural principles and apostolic model on which 
their ecclesiastical polity is founded — ^in their utter contempt for 
all the pomp and pageantry of popish worship, we have a pledge 
for futurity that awakens confidence and joy. God is in the 
midst of her, she shall not be moved: God shall help her, and that 
right early. Whatever may befal her, as to her political condition, 
if she but retain her integrity, and hold fast the profession of 
her faith in all its original simplicity and purity, we shall have 
cause for thankfulness rather than regret, and rejoice that the 
fair story of Otaheite^s Conversion, — so fair, that some were incUned 
to regard it as bordering upon fable, — ^has acquired, in the view of 
the civilised world, all the force of a reality from the test of per- 
secution. 

From the isles of the South Pacific we turn to Madagascar, and, 
with affectionate remembrance, recall the name of Rasalama, its 
faithful protomartyr, while the bowels of our compassion yearn 
towards that great island, once, in the days of Radama, a land of 
such good promise, and of which we cannot but still entertain fond 
hope and expectation, since its soil has received the buried trea- 
sure of the Word of God, and the precious seed of its martyr's 
blood ; and whilst there still wander amongst its dens and its caves, 
a scanty, but a faithful remnant, that cease not day and night to cry 
to heaven on its behalf I And think you that it was in vain the 
slaughtered Williams shed his blood upon the shores of Ebro- 
MANGA ? Did he live in vain, wh^n, by the record of his labours, 
he has given to our missionary literature a volume which, in the 
judgment of one of our most pious prelates, is worthy to be called the 
29th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles? Oh no; nor was it in 
vain that his career of .almost unexampled usefuluess was thus 
suddenly and awfully terminated. Wise and gracious, after all, in 
that dark providence, has been the design of God ; and this future 
generations will realize, in a way of which we can at present form 
no distinct or adequate conception. Thus, my brethren! faith 
enables us to rise above the discouragements and difficulties that 
meet us in our path, and pursue bur onward course, with confi- 
dence and hope. And what art thou, O great mountain ? — be that 
mountain what it may, — whether the caste of the Brahmin, or the 
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ferocity of the savage; — ^the Koran of the Mahometan^ or the 
Shaster of the Hindoo; — ancient systems of superstition and 
idolatry^ hoary with age^ foul with pollution^ and entwined about 
the heart by every tie that lust^ and pride^ and early association^ 
and universal custom can create or strengthen; or the deep-rooted 
and mahgnant enmity^ common to the human mind^ whether bar- 
barian or civilized^ against the truth as it is in Jesus, in any^ or in 
all the varied forms which that enmity assumes^ — be it what it 
may^ before Zerubbabel it shall became a plain. Every valley shall 
be exalted, every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the rough 
places shall be made plain, (md the crooked straight, and the glory of 
the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, — ^for — 
and there is the ground of our confidence — there is the warrant 
for our faith — the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it ; and what the 
mouth of the Lord hath spoken^ the zeal of the Lord of hosts will 
accomplish. 

There is one formidable difficulty indeed with which you have to 
struggle, and to which I must, however reluctantly, refer : but that 
arises not from the heathen, nor from the scenes of missionary 
labour, but from amongst ourselves; I mean the want of funds. 
And this is indeed a formidable difficulty, for we are powerless 
without them. With this difficulty you have had all along, more 
or less, to struggle, and are struggling now. You have placed it 
last, amongst the trials of your faith and patience ; is it because 
you account it the least ? Oh ! it is painful, it is enough to wring 
the heart with anguish, to see fair fields of promise and opening 
scenes of usefulness, which you have not the means to occupy, and 
to behold imploring looks, and listen to earnest cries for help, to 
which your empty coffers forbid your giving an affirmative response. 
And is the love of money still to be the crime and the curse of the 
Christian church ? In addition to all the difficulties with which 
we have to contend abroad, must we still wrestle with parsimony, 
avarice, covetousness, at home? I verily believe that there is 
wealth enough amongst the professors of Christianity in Britain 
for the conversion of the world, were they but willing to contri- 
bute ! I speak of course of that wealth as instrumental in the 
sending forth and maintenance of missionaries — there is wealth 
enough for this. And they shall be willing in this respect, as well 
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as every other, in the day of his power. I please myself with the 
idea that we are on the eve of a hetter era, as it regards the scale 
of contribution and of sacrifice, to be adopted by the Christian 
church — an era in which the contributions of former times will be 
deemed mean and contemptible, in (Comparison with what the cause 
demands, and the church will then be disposed to give. The 
dawnings of such a day are breaking around us, and we catch with 
eagerness the kindling beam. Men are beginning to give by 
thousands now. We have had thousands given to our colleges — 
thousands to our educational movements, and you have had one 
solitary thousand given to aid your operations in China. All this 
is well : it is as it should be. This is the style of contributioti 
that befits the times, the cause, and the obligations of the church. 
How many distinct donations of £1000 this jubilee year shall 
witness, who can tell ? Twenty, I should hope, at least. Say then 
that there are twenty at £1000 each, forty at £600, eighty at 
£250, and two hundred at £100 each; there is £80,000: whilst 
£20,000 more, made up of smaller and miscellaneous contributions 
and collections, will yield the noble sum of £100,000, to signalise 
the jubilee year. And is this impossible? Are we ready to 
say with the unbelieving lord. If the Lord shall open tvindows in 
heaven, this thing may be I Perhaps there are some whose sancti- 
fied ambition is, even now, proposing to them a still higher grade. 
We have heard of one, who at the amazing cost of £10,000, has 
reared a sanctuary, with all its appropriate accompaniments, and 
given it in trust for the cause of God and evangelical truth, for 
ever. Twas nobly done. And are there none whom God baa 
blessed with wealth (and oh! ^tis then, when thus employed, 
that wealth becomes a blessing) prepared to consecrate a similar 
sum to the missionary cause ? He with whom are the silver and 
the gold, and the hearts of men, can raise up more than one, even 
of such as these. 

Forward, then, 

IV. Cheered by the certainty of ultimate success. 

Duty is yours, irrespective of success. Your path lies straight 
before you, and you must pursue it. To this great enterprise you 
are pledged. You stand committed to it in the face of the civilised 

f2 
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world; now more intent on your proceedings than ever. The 
sword of the Spirit is in your hand^ and you have cast away the 
scabbard. The Rubicon has been long since passed^ and to retrace 
your steps is now impossible. Por fifty years you have been in the 
field; and in anything but an onward movement now, there is 
shamC; dishonour^ and everlasting contempt t 

Prayer is yours. Oh yes I and who can lay too much stress on 
that; or feel too strongly its deep necessity ! This work in which we 
are engaged is not to be accomplished by mere human instrument- 
ality; though human instrumentalilty is to be employed. It is not for 
us to clothe with flesh those mouldering skeletons^ that cover the 
dark and dreary valley in which we are commanded to prophesy, 
and breathe into their nostrils the breath of life. In the resusci- 
tating process we may be employed, but the resuscitating power is 
with God. The issues of death; spiritual and eternal; as well as 
natural; are with Him. It is not by might nor by power — ^not by 
the skill; the prudencC; the penetration displayed by the Directors 
at home^— nor by the zeal; the diligence; the devotednesS; the 
perseverance, the talentS; nor even the piety of the missionaries 
abroad — but by my Spirit y saith the Lord. All the excellencies 
of the most distinguished missionaries that have ever laboured 
for the conversion of the heatheU; may be concentrated in a single 
missionary; he may be a SwartZ; a Vanderkemp, a Carey, a 
MartyN; a Brainerd, an Elliot, a Morrison, a Milne, all in 
his own person, and he may toil for ages with untiring diligence 
and zeal; but it will be to no purpose; until the Spirit be poured 
upon us from on high — there will be no shaking amxmgst the bones — 
the moral wilderness will be desert still; and the teeming popula- 
tion, as in successive generations it passes Away, will be but so 
many generations of the dead. 

In everything we undertake; we need Divine assistance, and 
nothing great or noble can be achieved without it; but in the 
missionary enterprise, above all others, will God be acknowledged 
and honoured by the perseverance and the importunity of the 
prayer pf faith. This kind goeth not forth but by prayer and fast- 
ing. The residue of the Spirit is with God, and he bestows the 
inestimable boon, in answer to prayer. Oh I let us prove him then 
with this — with the importunity, the agony of the prayer of faith. 
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that effectual fervent prayer which avaikth mi^cA— that will take no 
denial — ^that will give him no rest — ^that will not let him go, except 
He impart the boon, — and see whether He will not open the 
windows of heaven, and pour us down a blessing, so that there 
shall not be room enough to contain. Then shall the wilderness 
become a fruitful field, and the fruitful field be counted frnr afrfrest. 

But while duty is ours, and prayer is ours, and fiiith, and patience, 
and perseverance, the promise is ours too, and that insures success — 
ultimate, ample, complete success — success to the full extent of the 
eternal purpose, and perfect satisfaction of the Redeemer's heart, 
for he shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied— rhe 
shall say. It is enough ; for all shall know him, from the least unto 
the greatest ; and the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the sea. 

A most cheering measure of success has been indeed vouch- 
safed to us already ; we are not without irrefragable proofs of the 
Divine approbation and presence that ought to awaken the Uvehest 
emotions of gratitude, as they warrant the brightest visions of 
hope. Does infidelity insult us with the taunt, that we have 
laboured for half a century, and expended vast sums of money, and 
sacrificed many valuable lives, and that little or nothing has been 
done ? Nothing done ! Is it nothing that by means of this, and 
other kindred societies, the Bible has been translated into almost 
every tongue and dialect on the face of the earth ? Is it nothing, 
that nations have been bom to God in a day, and that two hun- 
dred islands of the South Pacific have cast away their idols ? Is 
it nothing, that the Hottentots of Africa are evangelized, wild 
Bushmen tamed, and that Christian churches flourish in Caffrcaria 
and Namacqua-land? Is it nothing, that, throughout the vast 
continent of India, the caste is broken, Brahminical power every- 
where declining, and a spirit of inquiry in all directions going 
forth? Is all this nothing? And yet, we shall see far greater 
things than these, if not on earth, from our abodes of glory in 
heaven, — ^things in comparison with which, all that we have hitherto 
beheld, is but as the drops that precede the summer's shower, the 
first faint glimmerings of the dawn to the splendours of the risen 
day. The hour is coming, when the usurper shall be overthrown, 
when Satan and his legions shall fall like lightning from heaven. 
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when the kinffdam and dommian and greatness of the kingdom under 
the whole heaven shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most 
High, when they shall come firom the east and the west, from the 
north and the south, from Asia and Africa, and Europe and Ame- 
rica, from every continent and well-peopled isle, not as now, in 
solitary units or scanty fragments of the world's population, but in 
teeming masses and thronging multitudes, like the congregated 
billows of a mighty torrent, and shall sit down with Abraham and 
Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of God; when all the tribes and 
kindreds of the human family, with their different dialects and 
tongues, shall unite to celebrate the Messiah's praise, and place 
upon his honoured brows the many crowns of his unbounded and 
enduring empire. Then shall come the long-expected Millennium, 
the world's great jubUee, the bright and blissful sabbath of man- 
kind. Then shall the visions of ancient prophecy be realized, and 
the earth, redeemed from all the horrors of the curse, and renewed 
in moral loveliness and beauty, shall again become the garden of 
the Lord. Then wars shall cease ; cruelty and oppression shall no 
more prevail ; the yoke of the negro shall everywhere be broken ; thfs 
tyranny of the caste shall be universally destroyed ; and man, eman- 
cipated from the thraldom of ages, and trampling on the fetters by 
which he was enslaved, shall exult in the liberty wherewith the 
Redeemer makes his people free ; while from the Alps to the Andes, 
from the Ganges to the Mississippi, from the Mississippi to the 
Thames, the deep harmony shall peal, as through the aisles of some 
vast cathedral, Now is come salvation and strength, and the king^ 
dom of our God, and the power of his Christ, and the accuser of the 
brethren is cast down; Hallelujah, for the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth. 

But when, oh I when shall these prophetic visions be realized — 
these fond hopes and expectations of the Christian church fulfilled ? 
My brethren I it is with yourselves to determine. The land is 
before you, and the conquest is certain. India is before you, — 
China is before you, — ^it is but to blow the blast, to employ the 
appointed means, to invoke the promised influence, and those 
gigantic walls of difficulty that oppose your progress, shall fall like 
the avalanche, and crumble into dust. But are we prepared for 
the issue F are we ready for the crisis ? Shall these glorious things 
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be witnessed in connexion with efforts, and prayers, and contribu- 
tions like onrs? Alas! according to the present scale of operation 
in the Christian church, ages must elapse before the millennium we 
anticipate can possibly arrive. We must witness a new era in the 
exertions of the church, ere we witness a new era in the condition 
of the world. While we continue to sow sparingly, we shall con- 
tinue to reap sparingly. But when we awake to a liberality and 
teal, a spirit of consecration and of sacrifice, more befitting the 
magnitude and majesty of the cause in which we are engaged ; 
when, instead of iron we bring silver^ and instead of brass, gold— 
when hundreds supply the place of tens, and thousands the place 
of hundreds — ^when merchants carry on their trade for God, and 
give their ships to convey to distant lands the heralds of the cro^s 
— ^when the choicest of our youth devote themselves to the work, 
and the willing contributions of the churches are fully adequate to 
their support — ^then, when we see such things as these, we shall 
have reason to hope that Grod is about to put honour upon his 
church, by making her instrumental in the conversion of the world. 
And now, I am anxious to ascertain how the pulse of this vast 
assembly beats towards this glorious enterprise. Once more the 
appeal ils made to you in behalf of the perishing millions of the 
pagan world. That appeal is made to you to-night under circum- 
stances such as you never realized before, and, in all human pro- 
bability, will never realiae again. Few, indeed, are those amongst 
us who shall witness another Missionary Jubilee, or celebrate the 
centenary of this noble Institution. At this moment, the eyes of 
the churches of Christ throughout the provinces are fixed on you, 
eager to behold yotir surpassing liberality, and feel the quickening 
influence of your bright example. Let that example be worthy of 
yourselves — ^worthy of the metropolitan churches — ^worthy of the 
age in which it is your happiness to live, and, in some measure, 
proportioned to the magnitude of the object to which it is to be 
devoted, and the weight of obligation under which you are laid. 
Oh I could I pour into your ears the piercing cries of the perishing 
millions for whom I plead — could I place them before you, with 
their imploring look, and but a thousandth part of those miseries 

from wluch they pant to be relieved — could I^ but I feel my utter 

inadequacy to the task I have undertaken — I bow beneath the 
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pressure of the mighty theme. An angel might be ambitions of 
the post I occupy^ yet shrink from the obligations it involves. And 
yet I feel as though I could not leave you^ till I had some assur- 
ance that your hearts beat in unison with the emotions that so 
powerfully agitate my own^ and that the feebleness of the advocacy 
shall prove with you no bar to the success of the appeal. I am 
anxious^ deeply anxious^ — I am not ashamed to confess it — that the 
great work in which we are engaged should be signally advanced 
by these solemn services^ and the contributions at this Jubilee 
such as to gladden the hearts of the friends of missions throughout 
the world. 

But I must pause — and we will close as we began. Let the 
emphatic word which has been the burden of our ministry to- 
night^ sound in your ears^ and sink deep into your hearts, as you 
retire from the sanctuary — Forward. May you never cease to hear 
it, till you cease to breathe I May it haunt your soUtude in re- 
pose, and stimulate your activity in action ! From the excellent 
glory the oracle proceeds. Speak unto the children of Israel that 
they go forward. — It must be an onward movement, and with 
accelerated speed. Everything demands it, — the parties concerned 
— ^the interests involved — ^the character of the age — the necessities 
of the world — the vows made — the pledges given — the supplica- 
tions of the church — the groans of the creation — the preciousness 
of Christ — ^the value of the soul — the raptures of the redeemed — 
the torments of the damned, — all in heaven — all on earth — all in 
hell, conspire to give emphasis to the powerful word — forward ! 
Brethren I mankind are perishing, and the Gospel of their salvation 
is with you. Forward, then, bear it to them, urge them to 
embrace it, that they perish not through your delay, nor the blood 
of their lost spirits be required at your hand ! 
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SiE Culling Eardley Smith^ Bart., Treasurer of the Society, 
having taken the Chair, the services were commenced by singing — 

" From all that dwell below the skies, 
Let the Redeemer's praise arise/' &c. 

The Rev. Dr. Vauohan implored the Divine blessing. 

The Chairman then rose, and spoke to the following effect : — My 
mind has naturally been engaged, in the anticipijition of this meet- 
ing, in considering what would be the most legitimate subject upon 
which I could address you at its opening ; and I have sought for 
providential guidance in considering what was that topic which^ 
in the present history of your affiiirs, is more particularly connected 
with your operations. If I asked myself, what honour the Lord 
has specially put upon the Church Missionary Society, I should 
say, that God has honoured that eminent Society in assisting to 
break the bonds of caste in India, and in evangelising the native 
land of the slave, the African coast from whence he was originally 
carried. (Hear, hear.) I should say, with regard to the Methodist 
and Baptist Societies, that God has eminently honoured them in 
contributing to break the chains of the slave in the West. (Hear^ 
hear.) Oxa American brethren have been permitted, in the 
providence of God, to hold up the standard of the cross in the 
midst of the fallen eastern churches; and our brethren from 
Scotland have been honoured to carry the peculiar and distinguish- 
ing education of their native land into Hindostan. But ask our 
friends and ask our enemies at home, ask Italy and ask Germany, 
what, in the year 1844, is the topic specially connected with the 
London Missionary Society, and I think that, with one heart and 
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one voice, they will tell you that it is the aspect of Popery. (Hear, 
hear.) Believing, as I do, in a particular providence, I cannot 
think that it is a casual occurrence, that permits -me to have the 
honour of occupying this chair on this day. Whilst the emissaries 
of that insidious and anti-Christian system have been devastating 
your peaceful missions in the South Seas, and bringing to the very 
verge of war two of the greatest and noblest nations of the world — 
(hear, hear) — ^you have had a friend who has been watching it at 
its head-quarters ; and I stand before you to-day to tell you, and, 
through you, to tell the friends of missions, that popery is still 
what it always was. (Hear, hear.) It is still the corrupt, still the 
false and superstitious, still the persecuting, and still the anti-Bible 
system that it was when England broke, or thought that it broke, 
its chains in the sixteenth century. (Cheers.) I come to tell 
you that that system, vigorous as it is at its extremities, and corrupt 
as it is every where, is, nevertheless, trembling at its centre; and 
if Gk)d does but give you grace to enter upon that effort to which 
you are called — ^it is not my opinion only, but that of many 
persons capable of discerning the signs of the times, that the 
appointed epoch for the fall of the great enemy of Christianity is 
drawing near, I care not who notes my words ; I repeat them — 
the fall of THE GREAT ENEMY of Christianity is not far distant. 
(Cheers.) I know that in opening the meeting with this topic I 
run the risk of personal imputation — ^the imputation of bigotry; 
and I would be the last to desire to see either your evangelists 
abroad, or your directors at home, descending to be mere contro- 
versialists, and abandoning the great and direct object which you 
have in view, the spread of the Gospel, even for the sake of con- 
tending against the worst enemies of that Grospel. But the provi- 
dence of God has not pitted this particular Society in the year 1844 
against the Roman Church in the South Seas and elsewhere, for 
nothing— (hear, hear) — and I maintain, that whilst it is your duty 
to proclaim to your converts what the Gospel is, it is no less your 
duty, at this particular juncture, to tell them what the Gospel is 
not. (Hear, hear.) I do not think, therefore, that I am out of 
order this day, in telling you something of what Popery is doing in 
Europe ; in urging you, and in urging the friends of missions, to 
rally once more round the Bible, and round the doctrine of justifi 
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cation by faith. (Cheers.) I do believe that you have it in your 
power to put into operation a great moral agitation. By the use 
of moral means> by the press, by the voice, by the preaching of 
the cross, by the proclamation of the great doctrines of the Re- 
formation, by the " armour of righteousness on the right hand 
and on the left ;^'- and, above all, by that which I see embodied 
around me — the great principle of Protestant union — ^you have it 
in your power to put in motion a moral agitation which may tell 
mightily upon the destinies of Europe and of the world. (Cheers.) 
I shall therefore proceed, if you will permit me, by mentioning a 
few facts which have come to my knowledge. I shall strive to 
avoid all exaggeration, and at first starting I say, from the bottom 
of my heart, to the Catholic nobility and gentry of this country and 
of Ireland, that, if unintentionally I make any mistake, I stand ready 
to be corrected, and will correct myself publicly. (Hear, hear.) 
Not only will I avoid exaggeration, but I will confine myself to 
facts which have come to me on good evidence. 

I have said that Popery is as corrupt as ever. In proof I will 
mention two facts. In the year 1842 the pope received a sum of 
between £10,000 and ^620,000 from the King of Naples to make 
a Neapolitan woman a saint. (Laughter.) In the year 1839 or 
1840, or thereabouts, the pope received a sum of between £5,000 
and £10,000 from an Indian Begum, related to Colonel Dyce 
Sombre, to say one mass for the salvation of her soul. 

I have stated that Popery is still as false and as superstitious 
as ever. Within the last year the priests of Rome have esta- 
blished a new anniversary in commemoration of the miraculous 
appearance of the Virgin Mary to a Jew named Ratisbon. They 
have erected a new altar to the Virgin Mary in the church of 
Santa Maria delle Fratte, on which is a picture of the Virgin, 
with light streaming out of the palms of her hands, as they 
state that she appeared to Ratisbon in 1841. At the town 
of Girgenti in Sicily, the priests show a letter from the devil 
to a priest : that was shown last year. In the town of Messina, 
in Sicily, they exhibit a letter from the Virgin Mary, dated 
from Jerusalem, accepting the patronage of that city. At Naples, 
three times a-year, they exhibit to the public a mixture of 
spermaceti oil and colouring matter, which they call the blood of 
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St. Januarius. They hold it up to public gaze^ with a candle 
behind it^ under the pretence of showing it better. The effect is 
produced by means of the candle^ and moving the bottle : and yet 
they pretend that that is a miracle. I myself challenged the 
commissioner of the King of Naples^ who is required to be present 
on the part of the King on this occasion^ to put this asserted 
miracle to the test. (Hear^ hear^ and cheers.) I offered to try it 
by keeping the light at a distance^ and by not suffering the bottle 
with the alleged blood to be moved. He accepted my invitation. 
Indeed he asked me himself to say what test would '^satisfy 
me.'^ He is a prince of the kingdom of Naples. It is not for 
me to mention his name. I waited upon him afterwards to fix 
the time for seeing this experiment^ and he then told me^ 
that he had consulted with the priests^ and^ though the 
experiment might satisfy me^ it would not satisfy the people^ and 
therefore it could not be made. They are now exhibiting 
at Treves, in France, a coat which they say our blessed Saviour 
wore previously to his crucifixion, and thousands upon thou- 
sands of ignorant and deluded devotees are travelling down the 
Rhine in order to make a pilgrimage to visit this relic. In the 
shops on the Rhine, handkerchiefs are sold, one of which I have, 
containing a representation of this coat. (Hear, hear.) This is 
what they call their jubilee ; God give us a better and a more 
useful one ! (Cheers.) 

I have said, that the Church of Rome is still as persecuting 
as ever. Last year only, an eminent medical man in Rome was 
committed to the inquisition for several weeks, for cautioning his 
patients against fasting. Within the last few weeks, several 
students of the Propaganda College at Rome have been com- 
mitted to prison for having Protestant books in their possession. 
On the first day of the Carnival (which is the Jews^ sabbath, 
being Saturday), the representatives of the Jews are obliged, 
contrary to their own principles, to pay a sum of money to the 
representatives of the pope in a public audience; and, four 
times a-year, the Jews are obliged to furnish three hundred per- 
sons, by compulsion, to hear a sermon preached in a Roman 
Catholic church; and there is a fine of tenpence per head for 
every person missing from the three hundred, which fine is liable 
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to be levied upon the entire community of Jews in Rome. (Hear^ 
hear.) But, not content with persecuting their own subjects, and 
those foreigners who make themselyes remarkable by promoting 
unusual religious meetings in Rome, they have even proceeded to 
annoy the regular English congregation in that place. Towards 
the close of last spring, the English church had agreed for 
the purchase of a site of ground within the Porta del Popolo for a 
place of worship, in lieu of their present one ; and, just as the Eng- 
lish were leaving Rome, the pope sent word, that he intended to 
purchase it himself — (hear, hear) — ^by which he prevented the Eng- 
lish, on whom the prosperity of the city depends, from being able to 
worship Gk>d, according to the dictates of their own conscience, within 
its walls. They are still compelled to go outside the city walls for 
their worship, though that worship is not in the language of the 
country, and could not therefore be supposed to endanger the faith 
of the Italians. I think it is well that those of our own country- 
men who are likely to visit Rome this winter should know this. I 
was told by the Rev. Dr. Ferguson, a Catholic priest, who has lately 
accompanied Dr. Baggs, now Bishop of Bath, to England (and he 
is now in this country, and can contradict me if I am not correct) 
— I was distinctly told by him, that, to prevent the worship of God 
in any shape apart from the Roman church, is a direct conse- 
quence of the principles of the Roman Catholic church ; and that, 
in any country where the providence of God should give the Roman 
Catholic a political and civil priesthood, it would be their duty to do 
the same. (Hear, hear.) Let the Protestants of EnglaAd and Ireland 
look to that. (Cheery.) 

I now come to the most important subdivision of the subject. 
I hold in my hand the encycUcal letter of the pope, dated on 
the 8th of May in the present year, and which I purchased at 
the pope's printing-office in Rome. It is a Latin letter, with an 
ItaUan translation. I have taken great pains to translate it cor- 
rectly into English, for the use of myself and others. It would 
not be right, (our object being something more than to enter into 
such a question as this,) to go at any length into this important 
subject ; but I am prepared to do it at another time. I hope that 
we, the representatives of Protestantism, are not met here to-day 
to let this subject drop. This letter must be answered; and I 
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could name a crowned head in Europe who wishes it to be answered ; 
and who desires that this letter of the asserted^ pretended represen- 
tative of St. Peter, shoidd be answered by a running commentary 
out of the letters of the real St. Peter — (cheers) — and that its 
statements should be shown to be in the very teeth of the Bible. 
A few words from the beginning will exhibit what it is. It 
is addressed to all patriarchs, primates, archbishops, and bishops : 
'' Venerable brethren, greeting and the apostolic benediction ! 
Amongst the principal machinations by which, in this our age, the 
Anti-Catholics, of various names, endeavour to entrap the adherents 
of Catholic truth, and to turn away their minds from the holiness 
of the faith, a prominent position is held by the Bible Society, 
which, first instituted in England, and since extended far imd wide, 
we now see united in close array, as it were, conspiring for this 
object, to translate the books of the Divine Scriptures into all vulgar 
tongues j to issue immense numbers of copies to disseminate them 
indiscriminately among Christians and infidels, and to entice every 
individual to peruse them without any guide.^* The pope proceeds 
to defend the denial of the Scriptures to the public at large on 
various grounds ; one of them professedly derived from the Bible. 
He says that St. Peter put those to whom he wrote on their guard 
against the Epistles of St. Paul, by saying that there were in them 
some ''things hard to be understood.^^ Therefore, the pope con- 
cludes, they are not to be indiscriminately read. I have often 
thought, (because it is an old argument of the pope,) that the rest of 
the passage he quotes tells against himself, and that he is a living 
illustration of its truth. — (Hear, hear.) The passage says, /' Which 
they that are unstable wrest, as they do also the other Scriptures, 
unto their own destruction.'' However, he says, that so far from 
the Roman church desiring the concealment of the Scriptures from 
the people under proper regulations, at the Council of Trent mea- 
sures were taken for the establishment, in every cathedral or colle- 
giate church, of a theological prebend for the explanation of the 
Scriptures. At various times, and particularly in the year 1725 — 
two hundred and fifty years having elapsed in the interval ! — mea- 
sures were taken for the furtherance of this Tridentine enactment. 
He admits that the arrangements for that purpose are still incom- 
plete ; and he says that in his frequent communications with the 
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archbisliops^ and bishops of Christendom^ whilst he is in the habit 
of congratulating those who have been able to carry out the object, 
he is also frequently in the habit of '' exciting the pastoral anxie- 
ties'^ of those who have not yet established these cathedral and 
collegiate lectures ; and this is all that Popery, on its own showing, 
has done for expounding the Scriptures in public in three hundred 
years. He proceeds to state the rise of Bible Societies, and the 
steps that Pope Pius the Seventh and others have taken to encounter 
them. He then says, "Meanwhile the biblical sectaries,^' — and 
this applies very much to us who are met to-day, — " were 
possessed with the confident hope of acquiring great credit, by 
inducing unbelievers, in any manner, to a profession of the Chris- 
tian name, through reading the Holy Scriptures published in their 
own language, innumerable copies of which they caused to be dis- 
tributed through their countries, and even to be forced on the 
unwilling by means of missionaries or agents in their employ. But 
men, endeavouring to progagate the Christian name contrary to 
the rules instituted by Christ himself, will always be disappointed !** 
We agree to this : Popery will one day furnish the historian, we 
hope, with proofs of its truth. "These efibrts,'* he proceeds, 
''have had little effect, except that they sometimes created new 
impediments to Catholic priests, who, proceeding to these nations 
on a mission of the holy see, spared no exertions to beget new sons 
to the church by the preaching of the word of God, and the admi- 
nistration of the sacraments — ^prepared even to shed their blood 
amidst the most exquisite torments for the salvation of the heathen,^ 
and as a testimony to the faith." Yes, we know that it is only 
their own blood that the Roman Catholic priests cause to be shed 
— witness Tahiti ! ! (Laughter and cheers,) But these methods 
having been very much frustrated, it is declared in this letter that 
a meeting was held in New York, in the United States, on the 12th 
of June, 1843, by some of these disappointed biblical sectaries, the 
object of which was the establishment of a society called the 
"Christian Union," and that this society— it is the pope's own 
description — is very anxious for the establishment of political 
liberty in Italy ; that they know, as we know, that there is no true 
civil liberty without religious liberty ; that these sectaries say there 
is no religious liberty without the Bible ; that to introduce tl\Q 
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Bible effectually into the Catholic churchy it must be introduced into 
its centre^ and therefore this society has been established for the in- 
troduction of theBible into Italy, and especially into Rome. (Cheers.) 
Now, I think we have reason to thank the pope for having made 
us acquainted with the existence of this society, and with his own 
feelings on its formation. ^' As soon as this news reached us, we 
could not but be deeply pained at the consideration of the danger 
with which we learned that the sectaries menaced the security of 
our holy religion, not merely in places remote from this city, but 
even at the very centre of Catholic unity. For though there is 
not the slightest cause for fear that the see of Peter should ever 
fail upon which the Lord Christ has founded the impregnable 
foundation of his church, we must not for that reason cease from 
maintaining its authority .^^ Now, if this is the pope^s admission 
of his own feelings upon the formation of a single society for the 
introduction of the Scriptures into the single city of Rome, what 
would be his apprehension if he were to see the whole of truly 
Protestant Europe united in one association for upholding and 
spreading the principles of the Reformation — ^for telling every man 
that it is his duty and his right to read the Bible, and uniting in 
one joint testimony against the corruptions and abominations of 
the church of Rome ! There are encouragements to you to do 
this, to which I will briefly advert. In this same letter the pope 
addresses the princes of Italy, and tells them that they must be 
aware that it is their interest to co-operate with the bishops in 
excluding the Bible. Religious liberty, he says, has ever tended 
to the destruction of the throne. We are living witnesses to the 
contrary. (Cheers.) Never was the throne of these realms more 
secure than at present, and never was religious liberty enjoyed and 
prized to a greater extent than at this moment. (Cheers.) But 
there is in Italy a party, called " Young Italy," and that party is 
aiming at a violent revolution. Now I am happy to be able to tell 
youj upon the authority of information communicated to me at 
Frankfort a few weeks ago, that in consequence of this letter of the 
pope, " Young Italy" has felt the strongest desire to possess the 
Bible, learning, as they do from the pope, that the possession of 
the Scriptures will conduce to political freedom. And I tell them, 
from this place, that if that blessed book enter into their country 
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and into their hearts^ it will do them more good than all the 
bloody revolutions ever concocted in the world. (Cheers.) 
Another encouragement derived from the pope^s acknowledged 
apprehensions. In the beginning of M arch^ we were astonished 
at Rome^ by a circular from the pope^ stating^ that a most im- 
minent crisis was impending over the church, calling for the 
prayers of the faithful, and inviting them to flock to the altars of 
the Virgin Mary, on the three days preceding Lady-day, to offer 
to her their joint prayers, that she would use her intercession for 
the safety of the church. That prayer-meeting was held on the 
22nd, 23rd, and 24th of March. It was just the time when the 
events of Tahiti were taking place ; and I have put to myself the 
question, whether the guilt of the proceedings at Tahiti was not a 
Divine punishment for the blasphemy then being committed at 
Home. (Hear, hear.) I cannot tell you what the motives were 
for that movement at Rome. It is generally thought that they 
had reference to the Roman States, and to Hungary. The events, 
indeed, in those countries are also calculated to afford us en- 
couragement in a joint protest against Rome. In Hungary, the 
Austrian government has just, for the first time, conceded full 
reUgious liberty, both as to the education of children of mixed 
marriages, and as to the right of adult individuals to change their 
profession of religion. In the Roman States, it is understood that 
it is the intention of the great powers of Europe, on the next 
vacancy of the popedom, to enforce this principle — that no person 
in clerical orders shall be allowed to participate in the civil ad- 
ministration, at least in the high offices, of the Roman States. 
(Cheers.) One encouragement on this side of the Alps. At 
Lutzen, where a monument has been erected to Gustave Adolphe, 
the pious King of Sweden, and hero of Protestantism, a humble 
minister was gazing on the spot, on the bicentenary of the event, 
and the thought struck him, what a blessed thing it would be if the 
Protestants of Germany could be induced to form societies to support 
Protestant congregations in Catholic countries. That is ten years 
ago, and within the last three the thought has spread like wildfire. 
Germany is on fire with these Gustave Adolphe societies, and 
many of the crowned heads of Protestant countries have given the 
project their sanction ; and which is better still, towards increasing 

G 2 
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their zeal, the King of Bavaria has, within a few weeks, forbidden 
Protestant ministers from receiving any assistance from this 
society. 

Now, in the view of all these facts, I am not speaking my own 
sentiments alone, when I say to those I see around me, if you can 
but unite to hold up the great standard of Protestant faith, saying 
what Christianity is, and at the same time saying that Popery is 
not Christianity, exhibiting, as it were, the great outline of Chris- 
tianity — if, with the consent of their respective minist^^, the 
individual congregations of this country could be brought to enter 
into a solemn league and covenant for the suppc^l: of these great 
principles — ^binding themselves never to tolerate in their own 
pulpits, and denouncing as not Christianity in the Roman church, 
that " other Gospel which is not a Gospel" — ^if such a thing could 
be done, I believe you would rally a moral power which might tell 
greatly on the destinies of the world. (Hear, hear.) 

One word more on a subject which I have had strongly on my 
mind, and which must be one excuse for this speech. I feel as- 
sured — I speak under correction — there is not one of the Christian 
friends by whom I am surrounded, whatever mistaken conclusions 
the continent of Europe may have formed on the subject, that 
seriously contemplated the calamity of war between this country 
and France. No ; we must learn to distinguish between the 
generous, friendly nation of France, (God grant that we may one 
day be able to add, the evangelical nation I) and that persecuting 
power under the influence and direction of which the crown and 
the people of France have been brought into imminent danger of 
collision with one of their most attached allies. I do not think 
that it would be out of place, at the approaching visit of Louis 
Philippe, for the Directors of this Society to assure his Majesty of 
their real feelings. Our only feeling is one of deep sympathy with 
our friends who have been oppressed, owing to the proceedings of 
priestcraft. We desire no war but one, and that is the war of 
legitimate opinion — ^that war of opinion, yet without bayonets, 
which Mr. Canning foresaw — that war of opinion by which alone 
true Protestant principle can be propagated. (Cheers.) We 
desire to see no sword unsheathed but one, and that is the sword 
of the Spirit, the word of God. Yes, whilst we thank Almighty 
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God tor his infinite mercy in averting the calamity which seemed 
lately suspended over us, let us unite in oflFering up our prayers 
that he would go forth with us in this legitimate warfare ; that he 
would rally around the cross the nations of Europe ; and that he 
would unite us all by that only bond which is indeed durable, even 
by the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. May he defend the right, 
for His dear Son's sake I (Loud cheers.) 

The Rev. E. Bickersteth, on rising to move the first resolution, 
said : I am glad. Sir Culling, to meet you here, on your return 
from the continent, and to find, that after your residence in Rome 
and other parts, you have received, as I fully expected you would, 
such an accession of Protestant zeal and love. (Cheers.) Our 
friends may see what the actual sight of Popery at its head-quarters 
is calculated to produce, for our dear friend has almost lost sight 
of our Jubilee in his description of Popery. (Laughter and cheers.) 
I cannot but consider, however, that in that remarkable bull to 
which he has referred, we have the consummation of the iniquity 
of Popery. Tliere is a full recital of all the iniquitous acts of their 
predecessors against the vernacular translation of the word of God, 
and they are stamped now with the full approbation of the present 
pope of Rome ; and he has thus given his imprimatur to one great 
root of all the iniquities of the Man of Sin, and the mystery of 
iniquity. (Cheers.) I have been requested to move — 

"That this meeting, in commencing the fiftieth year in the history of the London 
Missionary Society, humbly presents its grateful adoration to God for the decisive 
and abundant proofs of his favour, with which he has vouchsafed, during that period, 
to crown its varied interests and operations ; it glorifies the riches of his grace in 
those holy and devoted men whose memory it holds in affectionate veneration as the 
fathers of the Institution ; it ascribes to the anointing power of his love the spirit of 
zeal and benevolence which has been excited and sustained among the Society's 
ardent and long-tried friends ; it recognises his wise and gracious providence in the 
wide fields for missionary effort, once inaccessible, but now open to the labours of the 
Christian churches; it attributes to his power and grace the sanctified gifts and 
arduous achievements which have characterised the men sent forth by the Society as 
messengers of mercy to the heathen — and, above all, this meeting, viewing the vast 
amount and the inestimable value of the Society's success, in the actual conversion 
of the heathen to the faith of Christ, would devoutly adore and bless the God of 
Israel, who only doeth wondrous things ; while it would cherish, from past success, 
an assurance of the glorious extension of his kingdom, with which the future laboiu^ 
of his qhurch will be rewarded." 
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This resolution forms a delightful ground of union in our gathering 
together on this interesting occasion. The great aim of every real 
Christian is not to glorify himself^ to glorify his society, to glorify 
even his church, but to glorify God his Saviour. (Cheers.) He 
has created us. He has redeemed us. He hath called us, and He 
blesses us continually. We owe all we have, and all we are — as 
individuals, as societies, as churches — ^to Him ; and to Him alone^ 
then, from first to last, be the glory. This is the voice of the 
resolution I have to move; this, I am persuaded, is the feeling of 
the meeting — ^the general voice of all hearts — to (Jod alone be 
glory. (Cheers.) I feel that I may claim an interest in the Jubilee 
of your Society, having been now not far short of thirty years a 
member of this Institution. I have rejoiced in your success from 
time to time, and I feel, that on these grounds, I have, at least, 
half a share in that blessed work of love, the grateful commemora- 
tion of which we celebrate at this Jubilee. (Cheers.) As a believer 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, our one and only Saviour, as a minister 
of the glorious Gospel of the grace of God, I cannot but rejoice to 
testify my sympathy in a Society sending forth his Gospel in its 
simplicity to the wide heathen world. The church of Christ is 
larger than any particular church — ^blessed be God — ^whether 
established or non-established, whether episcopalian or non-epis- 
copalian. (Cheers.) I consider that church government is very 
far removed from being an essential of the church of Christ ; the 
great essentials are faith in the Lord Jesus, confession of him 
before men, and love to all his people ; and I desire, therefore, to 
breathe a spirit of real love to all my brethren who love the Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity. (Cheers.) I rejoice that many faithful 
evangelical brethren in my own church have, from the beginning, 
aided the Society. The letters of my old friend Melville Home, 
now gone to his rest, were one of the means through which this 
Society originated. My venerated friend, Mr. Scott, now gone to 
his rest, preached one of your annual sermons ; and Thomason, 
and many other brethren, from year to year, have preached annual 
sermons for your Society; and my dear fellow-labourer in the 
Church Missiojiary Society, Mr. Pratt, now, alas ! laid aside from 
active labours, which I fear he will never more resume — on the 
verge, probably, of eternity — ^has, with myself, for many years, been 
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a supporter and friend of your Society.* (Cheers.) When I look 
at all the blessed men who have laboured in it ; when I look at 
your Morrison, and Milne, and WilUams ; when I look at those 
still labouring in carrying it forward, and the great work done in 
the Society Islands, I cannot but love it, on the general ground, 
that it is not merely, as our chairm9.n observed, a testimony against 
Popery, but a testimony against the idolatry of men, whether in 
pagan or in papal regions, a testimony everywhere, that " there is 
none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we can 
be saved, but the name of Jesus Christ.^^ When the Church 
Missionary Society was formed, we of the Established Church 
naturally gave our strength to that society, (hear, hear) but assuredly 
with no diminution of good-will to the London Missionary Society ; 
one of our fundamental rules being, that a friendly intercourse — a 
rule still standing on the Society^s general rules — "a friendly 
intercourse shall be maintained with other Protestant societies 
engaged in the same benevolent design of propagating the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ.^' (Hear, hear.) The work of evangelising the 
heathen is so vast, so unspeakably important, so urgent, that it 
needs the combined energy of the entire church of Christ. I 
cannot but rejoice in the thought, that labours among the heathen 
tend very much to the union of the churches of Christ at home. 
(Hear, hear.) Our missionaries abroad find this ; in contending 
with avowed and open idolatry among the heathen, they are 
brought nearer together. Dr. Claudius Buchanan could not but 
remark this in his ^' Sermons and Researches.^' We see the great- 
ness of the things in which we are agreed ; community of love to 
the heathen leads on naturally to the higher duty of community of 
love to our fellow-Christians. If I should love the heathen so as 
to send the Gospel to them, surely I should love my brethren in a 
Christian country. We have all also mighty enemies with whom 
to contend at home. There is not only the bitter enemy, Popery, 
but also the bitter enemies, infidelity and lawlessness. We shall 
all find that if we would be faithful to Christ, we have infinite need 
of each other's aid in the conflict with the great enemy. We 
wrestle, too, not merely against flesh and blood, but against prin- 

* The Rev. J. Pratt died in the Lord, on October 10, 1844. 
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cipalities and powers^ and spiritual wickedness in high places ; and 
we need, therefore, to be united as one in the Lord to overcome 
these various enemies. Jubilees are very valuable as a Divine 
ordinance. They are humbling : when we remember all the way 
God has led us in the wilderness so many years, oh, how much 
there is to humble us ! Surely, my brethren^ none of us can but 
feel that we have not done what we ought to have done. (Hear, 
hear.) We might have done much more for our blessed Saviour, 
and his cause ; we have not been self-denying enough ; we have 
been too careless and indifferent about a world perishing in sin. 
But, while jubilees are humbling, they are also full of encourage- 
ment. Who could have imagined, at the beginning of the Society 
whose cause I now plead, that it would have made such a mighty 
and blessed progress in translating the Scriptures, in converting 
the heathen, in establishing Christian churches throughout the 
world ? My resolution, at its close, mentions a still more glorious 
extension of the work yet anticipated. I would just observe, with 
reference to the latter topic, that I cannot but feel that we shall 
have a day of tribulation, before we have a day of full triumph. I 
cannot but perceive that the various enemies of the Gospel will 
bring us into great conflict, and trial, and sorrow. We see, that 
the glorious multitude which no man can number, gathered out of 
every land, are come up out of the great tribulation. I do, there- 
fore, think that we should not anticipate future triumphs without 
that sober view of the previous difficulties and conflicts which will 
not diminish our ardour, or zeal, or devotedness to Christ, but will 
strengthen us for all the trials through which we have to pass 
in gaining our victories. Oh! if the Christian brethren who 
laboured in this work fifty years since, could return from their 
heavenly mansions, and bring us their views now of the magnitude 
of this work, however great their zeal when they commenced, 
however we rejoice in their work of faith and labour of love when 
they began, assuredly they would stir us up to more faith, more 
hope, more zeal, more devotedness, in carrying forward this work. 
(Cheers.) I will conclude with one simple scriptural motto, 
"Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things we have 
wrought, but that we receive a full reward.^^ With these remarks, 
I cordially propose the resolution. (Cheers.) 
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Eev. Dr. BuNTiNa. I rise hewtily, cordially, and with feelings 
of no ordinary respect and affection for this Society, to second the 
resolution which has been moved. But it must be on one condi- 
tion, — ^that the friends of the great and noble Society now assem- 
bled, will excuse me from making a formal speech. Through the 
kindness of the secretaries,.! received a copy of the resolution 
yesterday ; I cast a hasty glance over it ; and I soon saw, from the 
number of topics it embraces, and from the peculiarly interesting 
and important character of those topics, that it was far above my 
grasp. I thought it better, therefore, at once to put it in my 
pocket, and there it has remained till our reverend friend, Mr. 
Bickersteth, proposed it and read it as a preface to his address. 
(Laughter and cheers.) I am only pledged to a few sentences. 
The first of these must be to beg permission, on this memorable 
occasion, to renew the expression of my great personal esteem for 
this Society. That esteem is mingled with no small measure of 
the feeling of gratitude. It is known to some here, that a consi- 
derable portion of my pubUc life has been spent in connexion with 
the subject of missions, and in their service. So far as home 
operations are concerned, I have in that service had unutterable 
pleasure, for which I thank God. The subject of missions cannot 
but be highly gratifying to every mind that has any love to our 
Saviour, and any sense of the value of human souls. It is true 
that missionary directors, committees, and societies, have often 
many pains, but they have also many joys. I Have had pleasure 
of many kinds — of which one has beien the pleasure of association 
with some of the best men, some of the excellent of the earth, who 
have been similarly occupied. But for all my pleasures in con- 
nexion with missionary service, I am mainly and essentially in- 
debted, under the providence of God, to the London Missionary 
Society. (Hear, hear.) It was my great privilege from an early 
period to have the opportunity of attending most of its meetings. 
I refer to those held in Haberdashers' HaU before Exeter Hall was 
thought of, and to some meetings on a very small scale, held at 
the Castle and Falcon, Aldersgate Street. These were the initia- 
tive — the preparatory meetings. It was what I heard at those 
meetings, and the statements to which I listened from the lips of 
excellent ministers, who, from time to time, preached your annual 
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sermons, that, under the blessing of God, kindled in my heart 
whatever of a missionary spirit I have enjoyed. (Hear, hear.) I 
therefore tender to this Society, in my declining years, the expres- 
sion of that high respect and gratitude which the recollection of 
my earlier years is calculated to inspire. But I am indebted for 
my prominent station on this platform, to the fact that I still 
represent another sister and kindred Missionary Society, (the 
Wesleyan,) and, on behalf of that institution, I desire to express, 
in the strongest terms, their feelings of Christian regard and 
affection towards the London Missionary Society. (Cheers.) We 
are all indebted to you for much holy example — ^for much sym- 
pathy when we needed it in times of difficulty — ^for valuable assist- 
ance in our meetings in town and country, received from persons 
connected with your Society ; and we return our thanks for this 
fraternal aid. There is one part of this resolution which, in the 
moment when I first read it, struck my mind very pleasantly, and 
to which I may, perhaps, be permitted especially to advert. It is 
that in which the resolution calls upon you to glorify the riches of 
Divine grace in those holy and devout men whose memory you 
hold in affectionate veneration as the fathers of the institution. 
Alas! with few exceptions, I am afraid it may now be said: 
" Your fathers — ^where are they ? and the prophets — do they live 
for ever V (Hear, hear.) I rejoice to see one old friend on the 
platform, whom I think I have been accustomed to see almost 
from the commencement, at similar meetings : I mean Mr. Col- 
lison. (Cheers.) I greatly delight in having had one more 
opportunity of hearing that venerable man of God, (Mr. Jay,) who 
belongs, not to the Congregationalists, but to Christianity. But, 
generally speaking, the fathers of this and of most other Mis- 
sionary Societies that have existed for any length of time, have 
been removed from their labours to their gracious recompense and 
reward. I was trying to put down, for my own gratification, a list 
of holy, devoted, excellent men, referred to in this part of the 
resolution, with whom it was my great happiness and honour to 
have occasional intercourse in connexion with missionary meetings 
and missionary subjects. It is a list that does honour to Christi- 
anity. I have been reminded among your ministers, of G. Burder, 
Brooksbank, Haweis, Hill, Wilks, Piatt, Waugh, Roby, Boden, 
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Greatheed, Parsons, Winter, Thorp, Townsend, and others. Among 
your laymen, I cannot forget Hardcastle, Wilson, Cowie, Dyer, 
Hawkes, Reyner, Walker, Shrubsole, Spear, and R. Steven, No 
society has been more favoured with the assistance of men well 
qualified by their Christian principle, by their established cha- 
racter, reputation, and influence, and by their power of giving wise 
and efficient direction, to manage the affairs of a great institution, 
than yours ; and on your Jubilee I think this is one of the topics 
which ought to call forth special thanksgiving. (Cheers.) Per- 
haps the best way to judge of our obligations to Divine Providence 
and grace, in reference to the success of any one of our Missionary 
Societies, is not to confine our observations to one particular year, 
and to compare it with the one immediately preceding it; but 
rather, to take advantage of such an occasion as this, to compare 
the state of things, in reference to the aspect of religion and the 
promise of missionary prosperity, with those of a period remote 
from that in which we are assembled. How different are the 
circumstances of the missionary cause and the prospects of mis- 
sionary enterprise now, notwithstanding those occasional calamities 
which are sometimes ready to sadden our hearts, from what they 
were as they presented themselves fifty years ago I (Cheers.) I 
do not think that there can be a more profitable subject of study 
to* any one that feels interested in this inquiry, than the first 
Report of your Society. It was prefixed to the six Missionary 
Sermons which were preached at the formation of the Society. A 
document more full of interest I do not remember often to have 
read. Some time ago I had occasion to refresh my memory by 
looking at it ; and in the origin of this Society, I think it records 
the most striking exemplifications of a special Divine influence 
operating on the minds of men, and stirring up an unwonted zeal 
in the efforts the founders of this Society were about to make. 
The formation of this Society, when most churches were asleep on 
the subject, was an act of noble daring, an act of undaunted faith 
in God and in his providence, that has not often been paralleled. 
(HcM", hear.) There were very few in the first instance that had 
an expectation that they should be supported by the array of 
respectabihty and talent that now gathers at your meetings ; they 
did not know from whence the funds were to come. They had to 
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send circalars to ministers to know whether it was likely that they 
could get subscriptions if they engaged in forming the Society. 
It was not only an act of noble daring and of undaunted faith in 
6od^ but it was eminently an act of obedience to his revealed will. 
(Hear, hear.) They felt that the Scriptures required at the hands 
of those who had the Grospel the utmost effort to make it known 
to those who had it not ; and because this conviction had rooted 
itself in their judgments and consciences, therefore they went to 
work. They were not stimulated, in the first instance, by great 
enthusiasm ; they had to enkindle it ; and through the blessing of 
God, they did excite it by their own example. In all respects, 
the aspects of the missionary cause are very different now ; and, 
upon the whole, in spite of temporary obstacles, they are infinitely 
more encouraging than formerly. 

The pubUc mind is now very generally enlightened upon the 
subject. There used to be a class of people, when some of us first 
met together, who were continually attacking us. They were 
called "gentlemen from India" — (laughter) — and we were too 
willing to conclude that, as they had lived some time in India, and 
had travelled through a portion of it, therefore they were compe- 
tent to give an opinion as to the non-necessity of missionary effort, 
— ^for that was their point, — and also upon the impossibihty of 
introducing Christianity there. Now, these gentlemen, somehdw 
or other, have disappeared. (Laughter.) We do not find them 
figuring away now, even in the Edinburgh Review or the (Quarterly. 
(Cheers.) It is reserved for some one, or two, or three of the 
pubUc journals, to repeat the old stories of the Edinburgh and the 
Quarterly^ vamped up for the occasion. (Laughter and cheers.) It 
is now understood, from travellers who have a right to demand 
credence, that India does need the Gospel. The interior of hea- 
thenism, chiefly in consequence of this and similar societies, has 
been laid open to view. We know what idolatry is, and that Peter 
did not at all exaggerate the matter when he spoke of it as abomi- 
nable idolatry. The more we know of idolatry, in any of its forms, 
the more satisfied we are, that it is the abominable thing, which the 
soul of the holy and blessed God must infinitely and intensely hate, 
and which every man who desires to regulate his opinions and 
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feelings by the word of God must also hate, and desire, by 
Christian means, to suppress. 

Not only has the public mind been, to a great extent, enlight- 
ened, but the public conscience — ^perhaps some of my friends will 
hardly admit that there is a public conscience — (laughter) but they 
know the sense in which I use it — (hear, hear) — I mean that the 
consciences of large masses of the public have been much awak- 
ened. We now feel, that something ought to be done, and 
that has been manifested by numerous societies. It was the 
honour of this Institution, first of all, to embody, on any exten- 
sive scale, the missionary principle and feeling in the shape of a 
large united society. I am aware, that our Baptist friends had a 
committee before your Society was formed ; I am aware that there 
was* an ancient society in the Establishment for the propagation of 
the Gospel, and it is one of your happy achievements to have 
awakened the zeal of that society ; I wish its zeal may be exercised 
by means accordant with the Bible — (cheers) — ^but yours was the 
first association in which the missionary principle and missionary 
feeling were embodied and regularly organised ; and the conse- 
quence has been the formation of many other societies. I think 
you had not existed many years when the Church Missionary 
Society was formed ; and not above two or three years when socie- 
ties were formed in Saxony, Switzerland, and some other parts of 
the continent — societies which yet exist, and which are, to a consi- 
derable extent, achieving usefulness. (Hear, hear.) 

But, above all, it was this Society that stirred up the missionary 
feeling of the churches of America. In doing that, you have 
eflFected a most important benefit — that which, in the hands of Pro- 
vidence, is likely to produce an important effect in accomplishing 
the great object of the conversion of the heathen to Christ. 
Where have we had more noble missionaries than those from Ame- 
rica f (Hear, hear,) Where is the female missionary character so 
finely illustrated as in some of those females that belonged to the 
American Missionary Church ? This is the result of your Society ; 
and whatever it may be permitted to do in future years, I shall always 
think that its formation was the most wonderful thing of the whole. 
(Hear, hear.) If you had been favoured with much larger successes 
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than you have hitherto enjoyed^ and if they were all described in 
detail^ yet^ in reflecting on the principles called forth and contended 
for^ which did not exist before, and on the strong faith required to 
yentnre on such an undertaking, I should always, for one, be 
inclined to think, that the origin of the Society was its greatest 
glory. (Hear, hear.) I mean, that in it the greatest glory will 
redound to Grod ; and that in it, the greatest faith in God, and the 
highest obedience to the revealed will of Grod, have been mani- 
fested. (Cheers.) 

I join with you in gratitude to God for all the blessings that have 
attended your labours. As to your didSculties, and the calamities 
referred to in Tahiti, you have nothing to fear. You have had equal 
trials with those that now depress your minds. It is presump- 
tion to address anything in the way of encouragement to a society 
like this, and to men who have encountered such great difficulties 
as you have done. Nothing new has happened to you — ^nothing 
but what is common to missionary societies. It is quite right that 
we should be on our guard against the encroachments of Popery, 
and that we should employ everything in the way of means that 
Christianity, and reason, and prudence can suggest — (hear, hear, 
hear) — ^yet we are not to be disheartened by the efforts it puts 
forth. (Loud applause.) 

The Bev. Db. Leifchild. I have been constrained by my 
attachment to this Society, to comply with the request I have 
received to present to your notice the following resolution : — 

** That this meeting bows before the righteous though mysterious providence of 
God, which has permitted the power of persecution and oppression to fall upon the 
Christians of Madagascar and Tahiti ; and humbly acknowledges that the imperfec- 
tions and evils of the best services offered to His sacred cause might justly provoke 
His holy chastisements. Towards its suffering Christian brethren in those islands, 
the meeting cherishes the most affectionate sympathy and prayerful solicitude ; and, 
in relation to Tahiti, it cannot vnthhold the expression of its severest reprobiltion at 
the perfidy and cruelty perpetrated by the agents of France on the defenceless Queen 
and her oppressed people; and the meeting humbly expresses its strongest desire and 
assurance that the Directors of the London Missionary Society will not fail to employ, 
as opportunity may be afforded, all means consonant with the spirit of Christianity, 
for effecting the complete deliverance of Tahiti from the injury and galling oppression 
under which she is now suffering." 
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I cannot forbear^ in offering a few remarks on the occasion of our 
present meeting, to testify the extreme pleasure that I feel in 
beholding the president of this meeting once more among us. 
(Cheers.) I join with you in thanking God for protecting him, 
and those dear to him, in foreign lands, and for bringing him 
again amongst us, with recruited vigour of body and mind, and 
with increased attachment to those great principles he has so often 
publicly avowed, and of the continuance of which attachment his 
present position is a pledge which, I have no doubt, through the 
blessing of God, so long as life is spared to him, he will not fail 
to redeem. (Cheers.) 

I believe the Jewish Jubilee was a season of unmingled joy and 
rejoicing; and a review of the labours of the London Missionary 
Society, and the success with which God has been pleased to 
crown it, will in this, its fiftieth year, assuredly afford abundant 
cause of joy and thanksgiving. I believe that there have been no 
fifty years, since the times of the apostles, in the history of the 
Christian church, like the past fifty years, for religious exertions. 
(Hear, hear.) On a review of the religious societies that have 
risen up during that period, and their operations, how often must 
the devout exclamation rise from the heart, " Behold what hath 
God wrought I'' (Hear, hear.) 

To review only the affairs of this Society, think of the state of 
the world just before its existence ; think of what it was when it 
first rose, and what it is now ; think of the dozen missionaries it 
then sent forth, since multiplied to upwards of 400, and now, I 
believe, including native teachers, amounting to nearly 700 in the 
field ; think of its one station now multiplied to one hundred, in 
various and widely-different parts of the heathen world, each one 
having several preaching-places around it and belonging to it ; 
think of its sixteen versions of the Scriptures in the languages and 
dialects of the heathen world, and of its fifteen printing-stations, 
its expenditure of a million and a half of money in this great work, 
the contributions, I believe, chiefly of British Christians. 

We may suppose a million of individuals, including the children 
of the heathen, taken under its care, to have been taught by it in 
the Christian faith, and to have been led from dumb idols to serve 
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the living and the true (rod — (cheers) — think of this, and the 
present vigorous state of the Society, meditating increased exertions; 
think of all this in relation to the fature, especially with regard to 
the translation of the Scriptures, the teaching of children, and the 
raising of native missionaries ; think of all this in relation to what 
the Society has been, is now, and, by the blessing of God, will be ; 
think of all this, in connexion with a few other societies of a kin- 
dred nature, founded before it, and, as you have heard this morning, 
with many others that have since risen up, encouraged by your 
example, animated by your success, and whose successes have been 
equal to your own ; — put all this together, and say, if there be a 
Christian, who, on surveying it, does not feel his eager heart leap 
up within him, and bound with joy ? (Loud cheers.) It is, and 
it shall be, to us a year of jubilee ; amidst all our private griefs, 
the success of the Gospel of the Son of God shall efface, for a while, 
their sorrowful remembrance, and make us strike our harps to 
notes of joy. (Cheers.) 

But, as if to temper our joy, that it should not approach to 
extravagance, to secure it from every tinge of presumption, I have 
been commanded to bring before you the affairs of Tahiti ; not to 
dwell upon them, not to make a recital of particulars with which, 
alas ! you are too familiar, but to remind you that it has pleased 
the providence of God to permit that check to come upon our 
career, to permit a shade there, to be cast over our prospects ; not, 
thank God, through the defects of your missionaries, not through 
their departure from the faith, not through the apostacy of the 
converts, not through your neglect of their welfare, but through 
the aggression of a foreign power ; a power favouring that form of 
the Christian system which we deem a distortion, and infuriated 
with the spirit of conquest. (Cheers.) It is true, the cloud of 
misrepresentation that has been thrown over the affairs of that 
place is now beginning to be dispersed ; the true accounts that are 
coming to us now from thence, and which are published in our 
own papers, that heretofore have presented French perversions, 
have begun to satisfy the country of the piety, and purity, and 
peacefalness of the proceedings of the calumniated persons there ; 
and, when the time shall come for those calumniated "ones to speak 
out and tell us the whole, I have no doubt that the country will be 
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satisfied of the propriety of their proceedings — (cheers) — and say that 
the calamity which has befallen us there has been a permissive dis- 
pensation of Providence, which no wisdom of ours was able to avert. 

The directors have been placed in a difficult situation- by these 
events, needing all the wisdom, and fortitude, and prudence that 
(jod has promised to bestow on his people in such critical circum- 
stances. The difficulty arose from the complication of the affair 
with politics, and with the civil governments of two great countries. 
As I am not one of the directors, or not able to attend their 
meetings, and only know their proceedings in common with 
yourselves, I may speak with the more freedom. I have seen 
them abused on the one hand for their pusillanimity, and for their 
truckling to government ; and, at the very same time, I saw them 
abused on the other hand for rebelling against the government, and 
for inciting the nation to war. (Laughter and cheers.) What 
have they done? They pursued a middle course; they laid a correct 
account of the facts, as far as they could, before the country ; they 
caUed upon the Christians of the land and the constituents of the 
Society to remonstrate with our own government, and to appeal to 
them to take those, prompt and vigorous measures which might put 
a stop to the outrages and procure redress ; and I believe they are 
continuing ^heir appeal to the public on this ground — that the 
government may not be suffered to go to sleep on the matter. This 
is what they have done, and no one can be ignorant of the good 
effect of that measure on our own government, and on the govern- 
ment of France. (Hear.) I unhesitatingly declare my deliberate 
conviction, that the directors, in the measures they have adopted to 
refute malice and falsehood, have gone as far as they should, and 
no further ; they have done what they ought to have done, and no 
more ; and it is their due, and would be gratifying to them on this 
occasion, to know that the conviction I have expressed is the 
conviction of this great and intelligent assembly. (Loud cheers.) 
I give them thank» for standing forth ; I offer to them my humble 
approbation for the wisdom and firmness of the measures they have 
pursued. (Renewed cheers.) 

But the affair at Tahiti and the melancholy situation of Mada- 
gascar impress me with no alarm. I have no doubt that what has 
happened at Tahiti will be overruled for good ; I have no doubt 
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but that good will come out of it^ which will swell your jubilee 
notes. It will call attention to your proceedings ; it will excite 
sympathy on your behalf; it will promote your circumspection^ as 
well as your dependence on Divine Providence ; it will awaken you 
to greater watchfulness and prayer ; and it may serve to lead to the 
concentration of your energies^ not upon a few islands of the sea^ 
but upon the great and mighty empires of the earth — ^the high 
places of the ungodly world ; and so accelerate the triumphs that 
await you there. I am not the man to despond ; I have too firm 
a faith in the accomplishment oi the prophecies respecting the final 
and universal conquests of Christianity to despond. (Cheers.) I 
despond not at a temporary check to our career in one particular 
place. Some have said : " Well^ but the Society is going back 
there.^' Going back I The tide goes back^ but only to return 
with a mightier sweep. (Cheers.) Going back 1 Yes^ Joshua 
and his men went back from the little city of Ai^ but only for the 
purification of the qamp^ and to return with redoubled vigour to 
conquest and future triumph throughout the length and breadth of 
the land. Going back I Yes^ at evening the sun dips below the 
horizon^ muffled with clouds^ to hide himself for a while^ but only 
to rise again with augmented splendour. (Loud cheers.) 

• 
" Fond, impious man, think'st thou yon sang^uine cloud, 
Raised by thy breath, has quenched the orb of day ! 
To-morrow, he repairs the golden flood, 
And warms the nations with redoubled ray." 

I love to view events in the hands of Providence. Though his 
footsteps may be in the sea^ and his path in deep waters, where we 
cannot trace it, yet, having told us beforehand of his purposes, we 
know that his course must be such as will eventually lead to their 
accomplishment. The men of the earth look for the origin of 
these events in the cabinets of princes ; they trace the threads of 
these webs in the breasts of politicians ; but the man of God sees 
the Almighty Ruler of the universe weaving out of them the accom- 
plishment of his great designs. (Cheers.) He who rises to this 
view of God, beholds, from the heights to which he has climbed to 
reach him, all things under a new and most interesting aspect. 
No longer do they appear confusion and chaos ; he views them as 
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an orderly process, evolving great principles, and leading to the 
accomplishment of great ends. He sees Providence conducting, 
through confusion and disorder, his eternal designs, and laying, 
amid wreck and ruin, the foundations of an everlasting kingdom. 
He sees a magnificent temple rising to the honour of the Deity out 
of the unsightly rocks of humanity. Who would not behold such 
a spectacle ? and who would not have an eye to see a sun where 
others can see nothing but a cloud ? (Cheers.) 

I would say to the directors. Go on with your missionary enter- 
prise ; and, for two purposes especially, now place the object of 
that mighty enterprise continually before us, and press it upon us. 
One of these is the engagement and employment aright of the 
awakened energies of mankind. The mind of the world is awake, 
like men arising out of a deep sleep, and attending to morning 
calls. The mind of mankind is in a state of ferment, and we want 
some grand and paramount object to engage ^and employ aright 
those energies aroused and excited to action, le^ tney should waste 
themselves on worthless, if not injurious, o^cti^vI^Nt not for the 
want of this, that we. see those energj^eTHLitoj^^^ direistions run- 
ning to waste ? Is it not for w^M^^j^^H^C^t no .p^tended 
prophet can arise without findjjafg l^fi^n^X^ foUpwj^? Is it 
not for want of this, that Cb^^S^^^^i^A^ote su^^ amoimt of 
time, and talent, and lab^^^^^ding^and jvln^ interminable 
controversies on the minor {H^ts of religiojapt/THear, hear.) Is it 
not for want of this, that we liave so maWmushroom sects, each 
following its own iffnis fatuus, tiKjikPi^/l^ecome confused, — ^in wan- 
dering mazes lost ? (Cheers.) Is^f^ot because we are compara- 
tively dead to the noble object of the conversion of the world to 
Christ, and to the difiPiision of the Grospel to the ends of the earth, 
that these things take place ? Therefore, let me say, hold up this 
object before us ; tell us of its magnitude ; show us how God is 
honouring human instrumentality, when brought to bear upon it ; 
show us the gleams of light breaking through the dark shadow, — 
the first rudiments of the new creation, and say, " Hither turn 
your attention; here direct your energies; here employ your 
minds ; here send up your hopes.^' That would let out of us the 
fever of religious controversy, and restore us to a healthy and a 
vigorous circulation. (Loud cheers.) For myself, I have done 

h2 
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with controversy on the lower points of religion^ and I wish that all 
Christians — it might be fatal^ in a great measure^ to the craft of 
book-making — (laughter) — but I wish that all Christians would 
come to the resolution of getting away from little things^ and 
keeping to great ones ; — of meeting together and co-operating on 
the ground of their agreement on these^ and postponing the adjust- 
ment of lesser ones till we come to a better state of mind^ under 
the outpouring influence of the Spirit of God^ which is not likely 
to come upon us while we are in a state of discord^ but only while 
we are in a state of agreement. (Hear, hear.) I have my pre- 
ferences ; I allow others theirs. (Cheers.) I am a devoted friend 
of the London Missionary Society, by preference, and have been so, 
I thank God, for at least forty years ; but I am a devoted friend to 
the Baptist Missionary Society; I am a devoted friend to the 
Moravian Missionary Society ; and I am a devoted friend to the 
Wesleyan Missionary Society. Dr. Bunting has preceded me, this 
morning, in many of the remarks I intended to make, as he always 
has preceded me in everything good and noble. It has been my 
honour publicly, more than once, to advocate and plead the interests 
of all these societies -, and I should be very willing, if I might be 
allowed to advocate in its communion the interests of the Church 
Missionary Society (cheers) — to which our devoted friend Mr. 
Bickersteth belongs. It is a voluntary society, which God has 
greatly blessed, and a distinguished ornament of which we have 
frequently with us, — a man noble in his name and title, but more 
in the principles he holds and the spirit he breathes. I am a 
devoted friend to another Church Missionary Society, which has 
now a name that I wish had always belonged to it, and belonged 
to every church that holds Christ for its Head — ^a name which 
is its glory — I mean the Free Church of the North. (Cheers.) 
Oh, happy the time when Christians and Christian societies 
shall be thus universally and heartily cordial ! (Cheers.) It has 
been my happiness to take some little part with some honoured 
brethren, now on this platform, in seeking to produce a greater 
fraternization, and a more friendly spirit, among the different 
bodies of Christians ; for I have long seen that controversy on little 
points does no good — it does not promote agreement — it does not 
lessen the sects. On the contrary, I see that it does harm — I see 



JUBILEE SERVICES. 101 

that it wounds feelings and promotes alienation. I am not for 
alienation— I am for Christian union. (Cheers.) I say to those 
brethren on the platform that have been at this work. Let us not 
faint, but go forward. Oh, come the day when the church of Jesus 
Christ shall be of one spirit and one heart, and then shall be the 
jubilee of the world I (Cheers.) 

The other purpose for which I would urge the directors to hold 
up the object of the missionary enterprise, and press it on our at- 
tention, is, to relieve the rich amongst us of their superfluous wealth. 
(Cheers.) Very few, I apprehend, are ready to acknowledge that 
they have superfluous wealth. I have heard some people say that 
they have enough, but I never heard one say that he had too much. 
But if a man has much more than sufficient to meet his conveniences 
and comforts, and the conveniences and comforts of all that belong 
to him, and therefore must leave a large portion behind him for his 
relatives to riot upon or quarrel about, then he has a superfluity of 
wealth, and it would be a great mercy to him to relieve him of 
that superfluity, and so to lessen that burden of awful responsi- 
bility which will otherwise lie upon him ; for this reason I would 
advise you to press the calls of your Society upon all the rich 
amongst us. (Hear, hear.) The world will not fail to press its 
calls ; the lusts of the flesh, and the lust of the eye, and the pride 
of life, will press their calls ; and shall not the calls of religion be 
pressed by them who have heaven and the consciences of the rich 
on their side? They may deem you a little troublesome at first, 
but how thankful will they afterwards be to have been relieved of 
that burden of responsibility ! 

I am glad to learn that the rich among you are answering to 
your calls on a larger scale than they have done before. I am glad 
to hear that our rich merchants and other wealthy persons are now 
approaching to what ought to have been the case long ago, and 
that they are setting an example to the country by giving their 
£50 and their £100 — ^and one gentleman (but I believe he is in 
the country) has given £1000 to your Jubilee Fund. (Loud 
cheers.) I think the time is coming when the blot upon the 
escutcheon of the church, of some of its members dying worth 
unappropriated hundreds of thousands, will be efliaced. I think 
that an influence is coming upon us that will unloose the bopds of 
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selfishness^ and send out offerings that will soon be sufficient to 
cover the earth with religious instruction. (Hear^ hear.) That, 
I think^ is the work of our age. That is all we want ; for when 
that is accomplished^ I believe God will pour out his Spirit on all 
fleshy and though the time for preparing the way may be long^ yet 
when God shall set his hand to the work for its accomplishment, 
it shall be exceedingly swift — swift as the rapid growth of the seed 
in eastern climes — swift as the lightning, appearing in the one end 
of heaven, and shining to the other. Such I believe will be the 
result of missionary exertions. 

I have read all sorts of books on unfulfilled prophecy, very few 
of which agree ; I have examined their arguments and texts, not 
by themselves, but in their connexion, and I am free to say that I 
have not seen cause to waver for a moment in concluding that, 
though the foretold conversion of the whole world to the faith of 
Christ, by the preaching of the Gospel, has not yet arrived, it will 
not fail to arrive before the world shall come to an end. (Cheers.) 
The adorable Monarch of the future sits in heaven ; all power is in 
his hands ; and when the world is covered with the means of grace, 
and the set time shall arrive. He will pour out his Spirit on all 
flesh, and all nations shall be blessed in him, and all people shall 
call him blessed. (Loud cheers.) I confidently anticipate that 
event. I hear of tribulation, and we may have tribulation to pass 
through, but I believe in the brighter scene beyond. I believe in 
a millennium that is to counterbalance all previous tribulation, by 
filling the world with the knowledge of God, as the waters cover 
the sea. I realise that state of things ; I see it with my mind's 
eye ; the din of war has ceased; the contentions of the nations are 
hushed ; the disorders of society are gone ; the vast brotherhood 
of mankind are of one heart and one soul, one Lord, and his name, 
or worship, one all over the earth. (Cheers.) That state vrill 
arrive. We shall all be alive when that state is realised. We 
shall be living somewhere — ^not in this world, but in some other ; - 
and if we are Christians, we shall be living in the world of Para- 
dise ; and then, when that state arrives, if we have been instru- 
mental in our measure to its arrival, it will be an additional 
pleasure to us there ; and if we have not, we shall want that 
additional pleasure to all eternity. (Hear, hear.) 
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I deem it no common privilege to have had amongst us on this 
occasion one of the earliest friends of the Society — (Rev. Mr. Jay) 
—one of its steadiest friends; one who has been of so much 
service not only to this Society, but to the general cause, by his 
extraordinary talents, by his untiring diligence, by his devoted 
attachment to the principles of Scripture, by his unblemished life 
and winning manners. To have had him to shed perhaps the last 
rays of his sanctified genius among you, I count no small privilege; 
and God Almighty grant that when he shall ascend, his mantle 
may fall on those whom he leaves behind. (Hear, and loud 
cheers.) 

Rev. James Hamilton. When I heard your opening remarks. 
Sir Culling, I thought it was right that observation and intelli- 
gence should speak to-day. When I heard the venerable preacher 
yesterday, and when I heard those fathers who have preceded me 
this morning, I thought it was right that years and that wisdom 
should speak on a day like this. And now that I have risen 
myself, I scarcely know any reason why I ought to speak, unless it 
be, that the directors go on the principle, that on an occasion like 
the present, and in a society of this sort, no one should be silent. 
I appear in this place, just fipom the fact of my belonging to a 
section of the church different from any represented to-day, but a 
section which was represented in the formation of this venerable 
Society. It is pleasant to me to know, that amongst its founders 
was a man whose name is now better known in the north than 
here, but a name which, in the west of Scotland, is the equivalent 
for everything deep in Christian experience, and everything sound 
in Scripture theology — ^I mean Dr. John Love. (Cheers.) Among 
the founders is the name of another Presbyterian, dear to the 
metropolis for the ceaseless amenity and exuberant benevolence of 
his character, and whose benignant presence was a perpetual bene- 
diction—I mean Dr. Waugh. (Cheers.) It is humbling to me, 
amidst the tender emotions that mingle with an occasion like this, 
to think that I should be put forward as the representative of a 
body which such men represented in the days of our fathers. 
Appearing as the member of another missionary society, I would 
tender those expressions of veneration, and cordial affection, and 
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prayerful behests^ which we feel for what I may call "the ihother 
of us aU/^ And in order to make my coming forward of some use, 
I would just allude, in seconding the resolution, (and this I do 
with extreme cordiality; for I do not think that a resolution more 
distinguished for the spirit of Christian charity, could have been 
submitted on such a subject,) to the missionary church in the 
South Seas. 

As the directors have been amply vindicated in reference to 
Tahiti, and are here now to vindicate themselves, I shall only 
allude to another party, who are not personally present, but who, 
in my opinion, are also completely vindicated, — ^I mean the 
missionaries themselves. (Cheers.) I feel that theirs was a po- 
sition of extreme pain and delicacy, and that, amidst their per- 
plexities, they took the right course. They leaned not to their 
own understanding, but sought the wisdom that cometh from 
above ; and, after prayerful consultation^ they came forward to the 
French authorities in the island, and offered their peaceful services. 
I had better read the words of their own communication to the 
French Governor. They say, in a letter dated 

" Papeete, 9M March, 1844. 

" Sir, — We, the unde/signed body of Protestant missionaries, in committee 
assembled, at Papeete, Tahiti, feeling a deep conviction that it is our duty, as 
ministers of the Gospel of peace^ to attempt collectively that which has par- 
tially failed by individual effort, to induce the natives now collected together on 
the east side of the island, to return peaceably to their dwellings. Knowing, 
however, the vast influence of the chiefs now outlawed have over the people, 
we believe that even this attempt would prove nugatory, unless we have 
authority from his Excellency the Governor, to present to them terms of 
amity on their peaceable dispersion. The missionaries will be obliged by an 
early reply from his Excellency. 

(Signed by all the brethren present.) 

*' To his Excellency the Governor of the 
French possessions in Oceania." 

It was signed by all the brethren present. To this an answer was 
returned, refusing their mediation in the way proposed, and offering 
another alternative which they could not entertain. But in their 
rcyoinder, they state what were their motives in making to his 
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Excellency this overture, and this is the portion to which I solicit 
your kind attention : — 

" To prevent all misconception relative to our intercourse with the people, 
we wish your Excellency distinctly to understand that we, whose avocations 
are strictly religious, disclaim all interference with the politics of any country 
where we may be located, and that all that we require is the free exercise of our 
spiritual functions, the right to which your Excellwicy has already recognised. 

"In accordance with these views, above expressed, your Excellency will 
perceive that we desire to carry with us nothing to the people, but such 
authority as strictly belongs to our office as their teachers; and that the 
request we had the honour to present to your Excellency related simply to the 
terms which your Excellency might think right to offer them on their peaceful 
dispersion. 

" In conclusion. Sir, fearing that some evil consequences may arise from the 
state of the people on the eastern coast of the island^ as ministers of the 
Gospel we feel deeply solicitous to use all means within our power to prevent 
the loss of human life,*' 

These were the pure and simple motives which actuated these men 
of God, and so far from condemning them for anything they have 
done, methinks they would have had painful recollections, and very 
uncomfortable misgivings this day, if they had not gone the length 
to which they went, believing as I do that that was just the length 
to which Christian men and Christian ministers were entitled to go. 
(Hear, hear.) 

With regard to the great object of the present meeting, most 
heartily do I concur in those prognostics of coming good which 
have cheered us this day. I have felt that there was matter for 
earnest, and anxious, and almost painful consideration in the fact, 
that this mission has been for fifty years in operation, and that the 
results were not greater. I do feel, however, that the results are 
great enough to justify the outlay which has taken place of men 
and money ; but I also feel that they have not, compared with the 
world's unconverted population, been such as should content 
Christians. We are rather in the position of those who put up the 
trysail to see which way the wind is blowing, than those that spread 
all their canvas and put out to sea. (Hear, hear.) One of the 
chief ends which missionaries have hitherto answered has been that 
of presenting a sort of standing pledge that the church means some 
day to do her duty in this matter — that of recording our deliberate 
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conyiction that it is our duty^ as a church of Christy to preach the 
Gospel to every creature. (Hear, hear.) But, beyond this, we 
have not gone very far, and before we come to that state of the 
church which is essential to the Christianising of the world, we 
must be carried some stage further. (Hear, hear.) I scarcely 
know what that stage is to be. I do not think that there is to be 
any new revelation from heaven, or that the present revelation is 
to beam out on the Christian's eye much brighter, or that we are 
to make any new discoveries in theology: for I feel that the 
church has already got the truth in its fulness. It has got the 
essential Gospel — ^the great salvation truth — in its possession. 

It is not often that we ministers have the privilege of hearing 
and worshipping like other people, but two or three Sabbaths ago 
I had that privilege. I was in the south of England, where I had 
the luxury of a Sabbath to myself, and I determined to make 
the most of it. In the morning, I commenced with the Congrega- 
tionalists ; in the afternoon, I went to hear an Episcopalian ; in 
the evening, I heard a Wesleyan : and I finished off with a Par- 
ticular Baptist. (Laughter and cheers.) I must say, and the 
Presbyterian friends who were with me concurred in it, that if it 
had not been for some specialities, such as the Congregational 
music, and the Episcopalian responses, and the Wesleyan hymns, 
and some particular things in the Baptist church, there was nothing 
that would have told us we were away from home. (Cheers.) The 
sermons were all specific, they were all to the point, the ministers 
were all in earnest. All revolved around one centre, and that was 
the Bright and Morning Star. They had all one language — that 
language to which the Alpha and the Omega is the key. (Cheers.) 
When I remember those faithful ministers, each in his own order, 
each in his own community, declaring the imsearchable riches of 
Christ, I feel that there is not only room for such a Society as this, 
which could employ them one and all, but room for those special 
societies, offshoots of this, which employ only the special ministers 
of their own community. 

I believe also that it is not a reformation of doctrine which is 
wanting to the world's conversion, nor a settling of those subordi- 
nate points of which my friend Dr. Leifchild has taken so happy a 
farewell — (laughter) — ^but it is the advent of the Spirit from above, 
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which is the promise of the church's latter days. (Hear, hear.) 
All that we want is — and oh that this jubilee were to be the 
pioneer of such a Pentecost ! — that the church would awake to her 
duty, and become as patriotic and heroic and self-forgetful as the 
people of a beleaguered city in the straitness and crisis of the siege. 
That is not a time at which people stand on trifles ; they will rend 
the lead from their roofs to make balls, and tear up their carpets to 
make wadding for the guns — (cheers) — and all that is wanting 
to get at those dangerous thousands that are accumulating in so 
many Christian coffers — to fuse that gold and silver into evangelical 
ammunition — (cheers) — ^is just a similar state of mind coming down 
upon the church : a conviction that we have come to a now-or-never 
crisis, and that it is only by a universal self-devotement that the 
alien armies are to be driven back, and the standard of the cross 
planted on every shore. And when once such a spirit of evangelistic 
earnestness comes down upon the church, (Dr. Bunting has spoken 
of the minimum meetings of other days ; but even this, I hope, is 
not the maximum,) then the days of monster missionary meetings 
will arrive. (Cheers.) I hope that the church itself is some day 
to turn out to its own Clontarf, and to take its solemn vow for the 
repeal of the union between the church and the world. (Loud 
cheers.) When that day comes, when once our individual Christians 
and our ministers are alive to their duty, as they ought to be, the 
real missionary crusade will commence; and such disinterested, 
self-devoted, self-denying charity will be the harbinger of the 
evangelization of the world. In the mean while, the best thing that 
can be sought for, and I almost hope there is an augury of its coming 
in the spirit now manifested, is the humble, and modest, and 
prayerful spirit, not the spirit of flattery and of the world, but the 
spirit of honest inquiry and of honest offering to the work of the Lord. 

The Rev. J. A. James then rose, amidst loud cheers, on the 
subsidence of which, he spoke to the following effect : — Sir Culling, 
my brethren on the platform, and Christian friends, from my heart 
I thank you for that cordial welcome, which I feel to be quite 
undeserved, and which throws back my mind on the past with 
feelings somewhat pensive, but not altogether unmixed with those 
of a grateful and jubilant kind. Where are the men and the women 
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who, nearly forty years ago, with their friendly smiles and cheerful 
countenances, witnessed and welcomed at Silver-street a new ad- 
vocate for the missionary cause, calmed the perturbations of his 
juvenile heart, and drew from his lips stammering expressions, 
which, however, were so received as to encourage him to think and 
hope, that in the future progress of life he might possibly be of 
some humbte service to the cause in which they were then assem- 
bled ? I do indeed, after such a period, feel thankful, that on this 
happy day I am permitted to meet some that were with me there, 
and others who have risen up to fill the places of those long since 
departed to their rest. Not that I rejoice exclusively in life— -for 
life, even lengthened life, may be only a lengthened curse, and its 
protraction only tend to deepen that blush which crimsons the 
cheek of shame. (Hear, hear.) But I do thank my Grod, that, 
after nearly forty years, I am permitted, disposed, and enabled to 
enjoy the felicities of this blessed morning, and to partake, in all 
the thankfulness to God which we now feel for the existence, the 
preservation, and the success of this noble Institution. (Cheers.) 
I feel, as we ought all to feel on this occasion, that not a sentiment 
should be uttered, not a word should drop, which, by any perversion 
whatever, can be distorted into anything that is inharmonious with 
the object that has called us together. 

On this occasion we need, I trust we shall receive, I may go on 
and say, hope that we have received, a new baptism of the Spirit of 
light and holiness and love ; that we are enjoying an ordinance of 
the Lord, which, while it calls forth all the joy that befits a jubilant 
«eason, shall at the same time be attended with something of that 
sanctity which no less befits it, and which shall be the commence- 
ment of a series of meetings in the futui'c progress of this Society, 
characterised, as the Society demands, by a tone of still deeper 
devotion, more intense solicitude, and holier seriousness, than have 
characterised some of the meetings of our public societies in the 
days in which we live. 

We are met to celebrate the formation of this Institution, and 
oh that we might revive, reviving might retain, retaining might 
increase, the deep, the fervent, the prayerful intensity, which glowed 
in that harmonious, happy circle which, nearly fifty years ago, met 
in one of the rooms of the Castle and Falcon in Aldersgate-street, 
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and projected the Society whose <;laims and whose triumphs are 
now hefore us ! (Loud and reiterated cheering.) I am perhaps 
too prone, but I will not at any length indulge the propensity now, 
to' offend against the injunction of the wise man, " Say not thou. 
What is the cause that the former days were better than these ? for 
thou dost not inquire wisely concerning this/^ If, however, there 
are any excellences (I, in my humility, scarcely know where to find 
them,) in which we surpass our forefathers, there are others in which 
we fall vastly behind them. God grant that, to our activity and 
perhaps increased liberality, we may be enabled to unite their deep 
seriousness, their entire devotedness, aud unreserved consecration 
of themselves to the work which still outlives them, and which we 
are called upon to support ! 

The resolution which is entrusted to my care — ^would to God that 
I had greater ability to do it full justice, and to commend it more 
powerfully to the consciences and hearts of those to whom it refers, 
and whom it is intended to bind ! — includes in it, as it strikes me, 
the very pith of the business that is before us this morning. For 
of what avail is the statement that we have heard of the past 
history of the Society, of what avail all that eloquence which has 
been poured forth this morning, all this array of numbers, and all 
the previous consultations of the directors, if we do not concentrate 
them all in one substantial, practical resolution, to do something 
for the cause in connexion with which we are assembled this 
morning? We are met to pledge ourselves to a more general, 
cordial, cheerful, liberal support of the objects of the London Mis- 
sionary Society. We are not convened merely to hear speeches ; 
we are met to bind ourselves, and to bind each other, in the sight 
of God, our country, and the church, to supply an extra fund to the 
London Missionary Society for their future purposes and plans, 
which shall be an expression of gratitude to God for the past, 
confidence in the directors for the present, and of lively and 
animating hope for the future. (Cheers.) The resolution shall now 
be read, and afterwards I will make a few comments upon it, and 
address myself more particularly to one class which it includes. It 
is as follows : — 

** That this meeting, consisting of ministers, members of churches, and other friends 
of the London Missionary Society, willingly embraces the occasion of its jubilee to 
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renew the pledge of ardent attachment and practical devotedneas to the sacred object 
of all its labours, the diffusion of the Gospel throughout the world ; and cordially 
approving of the special objects proposed to be accomplished by the Jubilee Fund, 
this meeting will cheerfully co-operate with the directors in all practicable measures 
for augmenting its amount/' 

Now, had the Society come before us without any special objects 
whatever — ^had they thrown themselves upon what they had done 
in the past — ^had they invited an expression of confidence, or 
pledge to support them in more extended operations of any kind 
for the future, without the announcement of anjrthing special, they 
would at such a time as this, have had a strong claim to increased 
liberality, which could not mth propriety or consistency be refused. 
But they come before you this morning with a statement of what 
they intend to do with the money with which you shall be pleased 
to entrust them for the future; and now look at these objects. 
First, there is China — (hear) — a world in itself, which ought 
almost to be the watchword of the Society. We have been pray- 
ing, and talking, and waiting for the opening of doors into China 
for a long succession of years. God, in answer to our prayers, by 
his omnipotent power, has thrown back the bolts and bars which 
have kept those doors, until now, closed. The wall, which encloses 
that empire, of prejudice and ignorance, less vulnerable than the 
material one which guards the frontier, is tottering on its base ; 
and when, like that of Jericho, it shall fall, where are the troops 
which now are prepared to advance and take possession of the 
country ? I can tell you where, and Sir Culling Smith can tell 
you where they are ; they are to be found at Rome — (hear, hear) — 
and if Protestants do not bestir themselves, China will be seized 
by a power for whose ambition there is nothing too vast, and 
nothing too minute for its cupidity. (Hear, hear.J The power 
that has, with a perfidy and atrocity pecuharly its own, and which 
have characterised the whole period of its history, seized on Tahiti, 
has long been prepared to take possession of China. If you do 
not augment your means for the evangelisation of China, China 
will become the property of Rome. With five new avenues to the 
hitherto inaccessible population of that empire, what motives are 
there for increased exertions ! Well, therefore, does the Society 
ask for augmented funds. (Cheers.) 
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Again^ the Society places among its objects^ the training up of 
a native ministry. Let it never be forgotten, that it is not to be 
looked for, that the world is to be converted by agency from this 
country. Our missions must be self-supporting and self-propa- 
gating ; and this must be our- aim — ^not perpetually to fill up our 
ranks, and increase our martyrology with men and women who 
cannot bear the climate, — ^who wither and die almost before they 
have commenced their labours ; but to raise up men on the spot, 
who shall preach the Gospel to their own countrymen. (Hear.) 
Now, these cannot be qualified without training; and all who 
come from the east and every other part of the world, tell you that 
there must be an institution to impart these qualifications for the 
work, as well as the grace of God, to make them Christians. 
(Cheers.) 

Look at the third object. Christian females, happy wives, and 
happy mothers, I speak to you ; think of that forlorn woman, who, 
on the shores of India, has entombed the husband of her youth, 
and who, gathering to her the little wreck of her earthly comfort, 
and turning from the land of her sorrows, comes back to that of 
her early days, not Naomi, but M arah : will you give to her a 
reception that shall compel her to throw her arms about her 
children, and say, '^ Your father has died in the cause, and we 
have come back to England — if the public do not stretch out their 
sympathy to us — ^to starve amidst the people who sent us forth, 
and who themselves are living in plenty and in content.'^ Now, 
the directors come before you to-day, and before the country, and 
tell you that they want a fund to maintain the widows and chil- 
dren (rf men to whom you are under deeper obligation than you 
are to any others who ever come upon this platform. (Hear, 
hear.) Oh ! what have we done, any of us, compared with the 
men who have died in that cause, and with the women who have 
lost those men for ever as their husbands ? Here is another 
object ; and it is one recommended by every principle of justice, 
gratitude, humanity, and religion. 

But the directors frankly and honestly tell you, that they want 
also — shall I call it a reserved fund ? — ^but I will tell you for what 
purpose. Mark, not a fund for cupidity to delight over — not a 
fund for avarice to hoard — ^not a fund for unbelief and distrust, as 
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upon a downy pillow, to lie down and sleep — no, but, as it 
deserves to be called, — ^and the value of which merchants know 
well,— a trading capital, that shall prepare the directors to meet 
those unexpected and heavy demands that frequently come upon 
them, and from which the wealthiest of them might shrink, if they 
had not the means put at their command by you to meet the 
liabilities to which they are perpetually exposed. 

Here, then, are the special objects. Who is to meet them ? 
One and all. London, the head, the heart, — ^perhaps Manchester 
may almost dispute the latter with you, — London, the head, the 
heart, of the missionary cause, must begin. You have begun. 
London was the birth-place, the cradle, of this Missionary Society. 
You have given to it its very name — (cheers) — ^taken it from the 
country, and claimed it as your own. (Laughter and applause.) 
Now, then, remember that the Society, on that ground, has claims 
upon you; it is the London Missionary Society. We, in the 
country, are willing to do what we can ; we are contended to be 
second, auxiliary, anything, so that we can but aid you in the 
cause. You have taken the lead, — be first, but be sure you prove 
yourselves worthy of it. (Laughter and cheers.) I am not afraid 
of London. You have begun well ; you have redeemed the pledge 
almost before you gave it. I am not afraid of Liverpool, whose 
merchants are princes ; nor Manchester, whose manufacturers are 
a grade higher — they are kings. (Laughter and cheers.) I ana 
not much afraid of Birmingham, though we are a poor people — 
(laughter) — nor York, nor Bristol, nor SheflSeld. But I wiU tell 
you what I am afraid of: the small towns of the country, where 
the means of excitement are fewer and less stimulating — where the 
resources are not so great as in our larger towns — and where the 
wealthy members of our churches, from being less frequently 
called upon, are less in the habit of giving. (Hear, hear.) 

Yet we must not talk of failure ; all must be joy, and hope, and 
confidence. No croaking expressions — ^no gloomy vaticinations — ^ 
no witnesses prophesying in sackclotb. These are not the sounds 
and subjects that befit a jubilee occasion. But still there must 
be, if we would save these proceedings from defeat, dishonour; and 
disappointment, a rising of the whole denomination, and of all the 
denominations embraced within its comprehension, as one man. 
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(Hear^ and cheers.) The smaller towns must unite with the 
larger ones^ and with the cities ; the poorer and weaker with the 
richer and more comprehensive ones. The captains of fifties must 
come out with the captains of thousands ; there must be a general 
calling of the army^ and a general gathering of the resources. 
(Cheers.) The sound of the Jubilee trumpet among the Jews 
went into every nook and comer of the land^ and so must the 
. sound of our Jubilee trumpet. Nay^ it must be even made a 
matter of family interest^ and — ^to depart for one moment from the 
Jubilee — ^the zeal of our Christian families must emulate that of 
pagan ones ; the fathers kindled the fire^ the mothers kneaded the 
doughy and the children trudged over the country to gather sticks. 
(Hear^ hear.) O that the immortal Wilks were here again^ that^ 
by the same unity of piety and genius which were evinced in the 
ever-memorable sermon which he delivered upon this description 
of pagan zeal^ he might enforce upon all^ from the eldest to the 
youngest^ this new zeal in the missionary cause ! (Cheers.) 

But is money all we want ? Shall we build our hopes upon the 
amount of property we have in the funds ? Shall we calculate our 
future success by the thousands that we may collect on this or any 
other occasion ? We ajre lost and ruined^ and deserve to be so^ if 
we do. The Jubilee trumpet^ that sends us to our coffers^ must send 
us also to our closets ; and those sounds which are convening us at 
public meetings^ and upon platforms^ must gather us^ in the spirit 
and power of prayer, round the throne of the heavenly graoe^ We 
WBnt money — ^money we must have ; but we want prayer more even 
than money. We have more of everything still than we have of 
prayer; we have more sermons, more speeches, more meetings than 
we have of prajrer ; and, possibly, could we look into the secrets of the 
Divine mind, and the coimsels of eternity, we should find that it is 
a want of prayer that has perhaps lost us Tahiti, a want of prayer 
that has lost us Madagascar. (Hear, hear.) Yes ; and dark as 
the present is, I have such confidence in the power of prayer^ that 
if the whole church of God should rise in the attitude,, the power, 
the faith of believing supplication, we should regain Tahiti, and 
Madagascar would be ours again. (Hear, hear.) The key that 
unlocked the doors of the prison in which the apostle Peter was 
confined, and gave him to a trembling church, was beseeching sup-^ 
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plication ; and for one, I could have almost wished, that instead of 
turning our attention to a government that has had either not the 
power, or not the will, to help us, more than it has done, we should 
have turned our exclusive attention to a government that has 
omnipotent power to assist us, and infinite grace to give us all we 
ask. (Hear, hear.) Oh I Christian ministers, and Christian friends, 
we want three-fold more of money, but we want ten-fold more of 
prayer I (Hear, hear.) 

And now, I address myself to a particular class contained in 
this resolution. Oh that I could call from their spheres of 
glory those exalted immortals whose voices first struck out the 
spark of Christian Ecal in our hearts, or at any rate from the hearts 
of many : — ^the noble-minded Bogue ; the silver-tongued Waugh ; 
the devoted Burder ; the persuasive Haweis ; the generous Wilks ; 
the eccentric, but ardent. Hill ; and others, better known to some 
of you than to myself — ^that, as has been expressed, with all the 
sanctity and knowledge which a state of glory has added to a state 
of grace, they, with tongues of angels instead of tongues of men, 
might address themselves to the ministers now on the platform ! 
They shall speak, though dead. Reporters, if you pass over every 
other syllable I have uttered, fail not to record what I am now 
about to read ; give wing to the quotation ; let it drop in every 
town, in every village, in every hamlet, that the ministers of our 
country may learn their duty from their illustrious predecessors, 
who have entered upon their rest and reward. 

In the near approach of the general assembly held in the year 
1795, when the Missionary Society was to be formed, a circular 
was issued throughout the country, bearing the honoured names of 
the fathers and founders of it, from which the following is an 
extract, addressed to ministers : — " In prospect of this solemn 
assembly, we address you, dear brother, as one who, we trust, 
feels no less interested than any of us in the advancement of the 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour. The success of the attempt 
appears, under God, to be almost wholly with the ministers of 
Jesus ; and where they lead, their flocks will probably follow; what 
they have the faith and the love to undertake, the people will 
easily find means to execute. We hope, dear brother^ that you, in 
particular, honoured with the fellowship of the ministry, are ready 
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to stand among the foremost in whatevier way the Lord is pleased 
to call you. We now apply to you for assistance — ^we put the 
cause into your hands — ^into yours, as much as any man's, trusting 
that it will not fail for want of your support ; and that, if it should 
stop short of its great end, it will be as far beyond your station as 
your unwearied endeavours can advance it/' 

My honoured and beloved brethren I upon us depends, under 
God, the success of the eflfbrt which is now being made for the 
London Missionary Society ; upon us depends, under God, chiefly, 
the success of the Society in all its future operations. I tremble 
for myself, I tremble for you, as I utter this awful sentiment ; it 
depends upon us, under God, mainly, whether the blessing shall 
ooze and trickle upon the world in scanty and occasional drops, or 
whether it shall flow in mighty streams. We are icebergs to the 
cause, or we are central fires in the midst of our people. The cha- 
racter of the people is cast in the mould of the pulpit ; let us re- 
collect this in reference to the missionary cause, and to every other 
cause that is, in any measure, connected with it, or with the sacred 
interests of rehgion. Think of the power of the pulpit ; we teach 
hundreds, perhaps thousands, of living, acting, and immortal 
minds at once. A single sermon may be an electric shock, that 
shall cause all these to feel, to vibrate, at the same moment, in the 
cause of the Redeemer. Oh, my brethren! let us look up for 
grace to fulfil the expectations that are formed of us ; and how 
are we to help the cause, but by taking it into our own hearts ? 

How important a sentiment was that which was addressed to us 
from the pulpit last night — ^the zeal of a missionary is the zeal of 
every Christian ! but with much greater propriety might it be said, 
''^The zeal which is in the soul of the missionary, should be in the 
soul of every minister.'' It was told us, and how truly ! that our 
churches ceased to be Christian churches, if they ceased to be 
missionary churches ; and that they never will cease to be mis- 
sionary churches till we have ceased to be missionary ministers. 
Let us take it into our hearts ; let us interweave it with the whole 
course of our public instruction ; let us make it a topic of social 
intercourse ; let us communicate information ; let us consider our- 
selves the flamens, trusted with the sacrifice ; if the sacred fire go 
out upon the altar, the crime of the extinction will be laid at our 

i2 
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door. Let us look well to the missionary cause^ by looking well 
to the state of our own flocks^ and seeing that they prosper ; for it 
is they that supply the springs to the missionary cause. These 
springs lie in our churches^ our congregations^ our Sunday-schools; 
and^ if we neglect these^ it is like the folly of constructing vast^ 
complicated machinery for water-works^ while the riVer-head and 
reservoir are neglected. (Cheers.) Let us trust our people^-they 
may be trusted. Mine have often disappointed me, but it has 
always been by doing more than I expected them to do. (Cheers.) 
There is a mine of wealth in every church ; all we want is the 
courage to go down the shaft, and the skill to explore the vein. 
Trust the pulpit ; trust the God that sends you to the pulpit ; you 
go in the name of Jehovah for money, you go with the Bible ; do 
not appear to be like men that distrust your people, your Bible, or 
your God. There is money if you will try for it, and if you try for 
it, you will get it. But do not be abashed ; do not be afraid, if 
occasionally you meet a spectral form of antiquated cautiousness 
now and then lingering about our churches, who, when we talk of 
a collection, looks frowningly, shakes his grey locks, and mutters 
in sepulchral voice, '' Bad times, number of collections." 
(Laughter.) Do not be afraid to go on ; these are now but rarely 
found, and they will be found still more rarely. Deal as respect- 
fully and reverently with venerable ghosts of a departed age as you 
can, but do not let them turn you from your path. 

But then, my brethren, let me remind you, if our people follow, 
we must lead ; and we must no more imagine that we are released 
from the obligation of liberality, benevolence, and munificence, by 
preaching for pubUc institutions, without giving our property as 
well as our sermons, than we are released from the obligations of 
justice, purity, and truth, merely by the fact of our inculcating 
them. I heard a story lately — ^pardon me, my brethren — of a 
minister — I will not say to what denomination he belonged, but he 
was very rich. One day he came out of the pulpit, after making 
a collection, into the vestry, and the deacons brought in the plates, 
which contained but a scanty offering. Said he, "I am afraid 
you deacons have not given/' " No, Sir, we are waiting to see 
what you, the pastor, give.'' (Loud cheers.) Now, what we must 
4o is, to let the deacons and the people see what the pastor does. 
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Covetousness is hateful everywhere; more hateful in the church 
than in the world ; and most hideous^ and most hateful^ because 
most mischievous^ in the pulpit. Let us, then, practise what we 
preach to others, and, acting upon this principle, the missionary 
cause will lack no support. 

For one moment or two longer, I will turn round to my younger 
brethren in the ministry, whom I regard with an affection which I 
can neither utter nor repress — ^they are the hopes of our churches, 
the hopes of their declining pastors. Yes, chill autumnal gusts 
have passed over some of us, and the yellow leaf is quivering in the 
breeze, soon to be nipped, perhaps, by the first frost, and therefore 
we look to you. Standing, as we do, some of us, between the past 
and the future generations, we are painfully conscious how far short 
we fall in everything that stands connected with the prosperity of 
our cause, and we are tremblingly anxious lest you should fall short 
of us ; and then, if this process of deterioration goes on, where — 
where will be the cause ? The standards have fallen from some 
hands — ^they have been again lifted up by us ; from our hands they 
must in turn soon drop; we are akeady lingering in the rear, 
wounded and bleeding ; but, even there, weak as we may be, we 
say to you, " Onwards, onwards.^' And it shall comfort us, in 
turning our attention to the future, and to the closing scene, if we 
see you rising up to rally round these standards, and bear them 
into the enemy^s country. (Cheers.) Oh I let me entreat you, 
place yourselves by the side of those brethren whose eloquence, 
during the past two days, has inspired you, and who, with what- 
ever gifts of fortune or of mental acquirements, God may have 
blessed them, have lived, are living, and long may they live, the 
advocates of evangelical sentiments, the servants of the public insti- 
tutions of our denomination, ay, and ranking among those who are 
its glory, too ! (Cheers.) And approach, as nearly as reverence 
will permit you to do, that venerable servant of the Redeemer to 
whose sage counsels and affectionate advice you listened on the past 
morning, — a man who has furnished to us, in his own person, an 
embodiment of the history of the past and the predictions of the 
future ; whose reputation is as spotless as the snow of the hoary 
crown that adorns him. (Loud cheers.) We thank God, not only 
for sparing him to celebrate his own jubilee, but to help us in cele- 
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brating ours ; and may he yet li\e long to witness the triumph of 
the cross^ and of a cause to which he consecrated the energy of his 
youth^ and has now given the experience of his age. I entreat you^ 
my young brethren, by all that is eminent in piety, by all that is 
evangelical in doctrine, by all that is prudent in conduct, by all that 
is simple in aim, and by all that is catholic in spirit, rise up to be the 
glory of our churches and of the denomination to which you belong. 

To borrow an allusion of Mr. HalPs in one of his striking ser- 
mons, and to accommodate it to the present purpose, I imagine I 
see the fathers and foimders of our cause bending at this moment 
from their elevated seats, as if incapable of enjoying their rest, till 
they see what shall be the effect of this Jubilee Meeting. (Great 
cheering.) Enjoy your repose, illustrious immortals ! your mantle 
fell when ye ascended, and here around us are our rising ministers 
and our students standing forward to swear by Him that liveth for 
ever and ever, that they will never forsake the cause to which you 
consecrated your lives and your labours ! 

My brethren, my young brethren, have I said too much ? (Loud 
cheers.) Have I misplaced the confidence which I have expressed 
in you ? I could almost ask you to rise before this assembly and 
testify that the cause shall never, never, never be forsaken by you. 
Modesty may keep you down upon your seats, but will you not 
support the cause ? Young men, I appeal to you ; I take what I 
consider as no mistaken, though silent declaration. Directors I 
hold them to their responsibility. Churches ! hold them to their 
responsibility. Missionaries and missionary churches ! hold them 
to their responsibility. Distant nations ! hold them to their respon- 
sibility. And Thou, eternal God, whether these hold them to it or 
not. Thou wilt do it ! Ministers ! upon you depends whether this 
4ay shall be a dishonour and a defeat, or whether it shall be a 
triumph and a glory. (Long-continued cheering.) 

The Rev. Joseph Angus : I rise with no ordinary feelings, to 
second the resolution, and to ask this meeting to express their 
continued attachment to the London Missionary Society; their 
hearty approval of the special objects proposed to be accomplished 
by the Jubilee Fund ; and their willingness to co-operate with the 
directors in all practicable measures for augmenting its amount. 
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In every part of this resolution I very heartily concur, and, I doubt 
not, it has the concurrence of this meeting. 

The language of affection is generally simple. I hope, therefore, 
it will not be deemed disrespectful, if I express my feelings in the 
directest terms, and with the least possible circumlocution. I love 
the London Missionary Society, (and in using this language, I 
express the general sentiments of my brethren) and thank God it 
was ever formed. I rejoice in all its success ; I sympathise with 
it in all its difficulties ; I pray for its prosperity : and if any friend 
ask me why, and seek to know the grounds and reasons of my 
feelings, I can only at present give what is called — somewhat 
libellously — ^a woman^s reason, — I love it because I cannot help it. 
(Cheers.) And, in truth, so long as we love the Gospel and our 
Saviour and the church, we cannot fail to love such an institution 
as this. For, what is its object, but to spread the Gospel ? what 
are its means, but the exhibition of the cross ? and who its agents 
* and missionaries ? Do any inquire concerning these ? They are 
the ^'representatives of the churches, and the glory of Christ.^^ 
This is their highest character, and it forms their passport to the 
heart of the whole church. (Loud cheers.) 

But I am to speak of the object of the Society, and of the special 
objects of the Jubilee Fund. I am not sure but the enunciation of 
these objects has caused some disappointment among its friends 
and supporters. It is certain these objects include no novelties ; and, 
for my part, I like them the better on that groxmd. They involve 
no new-fangled schemes. The directors do not ask you to aid an 
experiment, — to join in some speculation. They keep to the good 
old ways — ^ways so old, that they were marked out and laid down, 
before what some call antiquity was bom. (Hear, hear.) They 
keep to the good old ways ; and, in this respect, the directors add 
the evidence of their experience to the testimony of our fathers, 
and proclaim the efficacy of the cross. Paul called it the means of 
salvation to all that believed ; and the means of salvation in ten 
thousand living instances they have found it to be. '' What we 
have heard,^' say they, ''that have we seen in the city of our God,^' 
And this statement of objects is the result. They are not new; 
and hence, say some, their weakness ; hence — may I be permitted 
to say ? — ^the secret of their strength. (Cheers.) Only it becomes 
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US to remember, of course^ that they appeal to us, not as Athenians^ 
but as Christians; not to our love of novelty^ but to our love of 
truth ; not to our curiosity, but to our principles. May we all 
nobly and manfully respond to the appeal 1 (Cheers.) I confess 
upon this question, I feel a degree of godly jealousy for the honour 
of your cause, and for the honour of our own ; a strong desire that 
the response of this meeting to the appeals of the directors, will be 
worthy of the season of Jubilee, of the founders of this Society, 
and of the cause. Let it be remembered by us all, that we hold a 
very different position from that occupied by our fathers ; their 
goal is our starting point, and the circle that formed their horizon 
is the very centre of ours ; our duty, therefore, is to look to circles 
and hcHnzons beyond. Andrew Fuller, iij the history of our own 
missions, did not doubt that the income of the Baptist Missionary 
Society, which was then £1500, would reach, in the course of time, 
£5000. Dr. Bogue did not doubt that the London Missionary 
Society, with its income of £5000, or £6000, would one day, as 
the consummation of faith and exertion, reach £20,000, Now, we 
have got our £5000, and you have got your £20,000, and some- 
thing more ; but are we to rest contented with these acquisitions f 
Our fSeithers began in faith, and cherished a spirit of holy discontent 
t31 they placed us in our present position. Are we to remain 
where we are ? is our life to be a life of inglorious ease ? If they, 
with their £5000, aimed at £20,000, can you, with your £80,000, 
resolve on less than £300,000 ? four-fold only — ^the same propor- 
tion in which their faith multiplied their own income at that time. 
Let it be seen that your Jubilee contributions are an earnest — a 
kind of first-fruits of that noble resolve. 

What ought to be done by such a society as this, at such a 
season, it is, of course, not easy to say. Let us see, for a moment, 
what other societies have done ; and if I provoke you, it is to love 
and to good works. If I say nothing of our Wesleyan brethren, it is 
because they are amongst us to-day, to speak for themselves, and 
because, for my own part, I feel that their example is almost too 
much above some of us to have its due influence. They are the 
fixed stars of our hemisphere, given no doubt for signs, only it 
must be to worlds and systems nearer to them than our own. 
With all their admiration of free-will, every member of that body 
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is under such a necessity of doing his duty — (hear) — ^that till our 
members are under the same kind of holy constraint, there is little 
hope of our treading at all closely in their steps. But let us take 
the body to which I have the honour to belong. Bear with me, if 
I use the language of exhortation. I am here the servant of an 
elder sister, of the very family to which the London Missionary 
Society belongs ; and, though the right hand of Gpd^s blessing 
may seem to have been put in this case, as in Ephraim's, upon the 
younger, I may be permitted to claim the privilege of my years, 
and address you with freedom, as it shall certainly be with ardent 
and purest affection. (Hear, hear.) Take the case of the Baptist 
Missionary Society. The total receipts of our Jubilee year were 
j655,000, more than double our usual income, raised too in a year 
of unparalleled commercial distress. The Jubilee Fund was, in 
fact, equal to the income of a year and a half. Now apply this 
rule of proportion to your case. For your regular income there is 
je80,000; for your Jubilee Fund there ought to be £120,000, or 
£200,000 in all. I appeal to every treasurer and financial secretary, 
if this addition and these conclusions be not correct — £200,000 in 
all. Your objects deserve this amount; more than this, your 
objects demand it. (Cheers.) Look at India, with its 150,000,000 
of people. There you have a clear field and willing audience ; in 
your Bibles and tracts, an armoury of weapons, of ethereal temper, 
ready to your hand; and, all things considered, encouraging suc- 
cess. It is true, no extensive breaches have been made in the 
fortresses of heathenism in that country; but it is equally true, 
and must be known to every one who heard your devoted missionary 
Lacroix, or is at all familiar with the state of Christian missions, 
that the foundations of these fortresses are undermined. Why not 
multiply your miners ? Cheer their toil and speed their work ; ten 
thousand hearts would rejoice, if you would but resolve to send — 
were it only one missionary — to each million of people. Would 
this be an exorbitant resolution ? At this moment, all our societies 
combined, if I mistake not, have not sent one to a million. I 
should like to know how we should feel, if the respected ministers 
of Bedford-row and Craven chapel were the only preachers of the 
Gospel in London, with its 2,000,000? Or, if for the whole of 
Great Britain and Ireland, we had but twenty-five ? And yet you 
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need one hundred missionaries more^ before you will have sent 
your one missionary to a million souls; and to send these^ to 
provide their equipment and passage^ will cost you^ at least, 
jS45^000; one-third of your Jubilee Fund. Brethren, give the 
money, and may God provide what is much scarcer — ^the men, so 
that one firuit of your Jubilee may be the addition of a noble band 
of labourers for your Indian field ! (Cheers.) 

But I have done; and yet I have said nothing of China, or of 
South America, or of Hayti, or of Africa. I hope that <me day 
you may have some agents there in the northern parts of that 
continent. Nor have I alluded to any one of the objects of your 
fond. They all deserve your support. Some of them most loudly 
call for it. The prayer has often been presented by you during 
the last fifty years — *' God be merciful unto us, and bless us, and 
cause his face to shine upon us, that thy way may be known upon 
earth, and thy saving health among aU nations.'' God has blessed 
you. He has been merciful to you. Your Eben-ezer is raised ; 
we are each adding a stone to the heap. See to it, that so far as 
your prayers and exertions are concerned, ''all the ends of the 
earth shall fear him.'' 

The resolution was then put and carried; after which the collec- 
tion was made. 

Rev. W. Lindsay Alexander, M.A., of Edinburgh: In rising. 
Sir Culling, to propose the next motion to this large and important 
meeting, I feel myself in a position to which I should not myself 
have thought of aspiring, but from which the secretaries of this 
Society would not allow me to shrink. Among other reasons which 
were used to induce me to address this assembly, there was one 
of which I could not but feel the force. It was said -by the secre- 
taries, that it did not seem right, upon an occasion like this, that 
the northern part of our island should be without its representative; 
and, coming from the metropolis of Scotland, they deemed that I 
should stand forth in that character. (Hear, hear.) It would not 
have been right, that, at this meeting, a country should remain 
unrepresented, from the natives of which you numbered amongst 
the founders of your Society such men as Love, and Waugh, and 
that distinguished and excellent man who, by way of eminence. 
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may be called the founder, Dr. Bogue — (hear, hear) — a country, 
from the natives of which you number among your missionaries 
such men as Fyvie, Campbell, Milne, Moffat, and others whom I 
might name. (Cheers.) I stand, therefore, before you, in some 
sense the representative, the unworthy, but, I trust, the true- 
hearted representative of my country. In the name of that coimtry, 
I would say to the directors of the Society, Be of good courage, 
and go forward; hasten on in your good and noble work, and 
however fast, and however far you may go, I pledge my countrymen 
that we will follow, if not with equal steps, yet as little as possible 
behind. (Cheers.) The resolution which I have the honour to 
submit, is to the following effect : — 

** That this meeting most cordially rejoices in the manifold and indubitable marks 
of the Divine benediction which have been granted to the labours of all Evangelical 
Missionary Institutions of the various Protestant communions in Britain, Europe, 
and America ; and most earnestly prays that, through the enlarged communications 
of the Holy Spirit, their labours may be greatly extended, and their success increased 
a hundred-fold." 

When this motion was put into my hands, I turned over in my 
mind one or two topics on which I thought I might address some 
remarks to the audience in its support ; but I dare hardly venture 
to commence these remarks. The thrilling, the overwhelming 
appeal of my venerated and beloved friend, Mr. James, to that 
class of the ministry among whom I found myself, has almost 
utterly incapacitated me for standing up and addressing this meeting 
at all. I felt that he was speaking to my very heart, and it was 
not till a considerable time afterwards that I felt myself able to 
collect my thoughts. I trust his solemn and most impressive appeal 
will not prove in vain, but will be as seed cast upon the waters, 
which will be found many days hence. (Hear, hear.) 

This motion calls for an expression of fraternal congratulation in 
regard to all the other societies which, along with our own, have 
been canying on the work of God. It is delightful, on an occasion 
like the present, to feel that we are not celebrating our own 
triumphs merely, but that we are rejoicing with a good heart in 
the triumphs of every evangelical missionary society, by whatever 
name that society is called, and whether in Europe or iiL America, 
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or in whatever part of the world its locality and centre of operations 
may be fixed. It is delightful to think that we have not only got 
the length which some people think is a great length— of 
tolerating other societies and denominations^ but that we are 
inspired with a feeling of rejoicing in their efforts ; that we regard 
their success as a part of our own ; and that just as around the 
domestic hearth^ a brother's genius^ or a sister^s beauty^ is looked 
upon not only with admiration^ but with a sort of personal and 
proprietary delight^ — so does this Society look upon the achieve- 
ments of all other kindred institutions as so much gain to our 
common cause^ and a source of additional glory to our common 
Master and Lord. (Cheers.) To Him^ does this resolution call 
upon us to ascribe all the glory and all the praise. We have put 
forth instrumentality; the directors of this Society^ I believe^ have 
done their very best, from time to time, for the service of the cause^ 
but we are here this day to say, in the spirit of humble and of 
grateful adoration, " Not unto us, not unto us, but unto thy name, 
be all the praise. Not by might, not by power, not by human 
success or contrivance, but by thy Spirit, Lord, have we gained the 
success which we this day celebrate, and for which we this day 
give thanks.^' (Hear, hear.) 

Surely it becomes us, on the present occasion, to offer these 
thanks in the spirit of gratitude and holy joy. We have much 
reason to be glad, and to shout aloud with great joy. This is a 
triumphant day for us and our cause ; a day in which it would be 
a shame to us if we did not speak with gladness, and lift up our 
hearts with joy. (Cheers.) 

It is a most gratifying thought, that the world has reaped so 
much advantage from this Society ; that we have not lived these 
fifty years in vain ; that the world is a much better world than it 
. was fifty years ago; that there is more light, love, peace, and purity 
in it; less oppression, and slavery, and bloodshed in it; that 
altogether it is worthier of Him who made it, and of those for 
whose accommodation it was made. (Cheers.) Is not this an 
occasion to give thanks, then ? Why, as our triumphs have been, 
one after another, secured, there have been joy and thanksgiving 
in heaven. What an expression is that of our Saviour, that when 
a sinner is converted, there is joy, not only among the angels, but 
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joy in the presence of Gk)d himself! In the very sight of the 
Majesty of heaven, in the very blaze of the beatific vision, amidst 
all the splendours of the heavenly world, there is yet something 
that can add to the joy of angelic spirits, and that is the securing 
of such triumphs as this Society has been honoured to effect. And 
should not the joy of heaven come down to earth, and we lift up 
our jubilant echo to respond to the anthems of the skies ? 

Along with joy for the past, this resolution pledges to exertion 
for the future, and speaks of our going forth with confidence to it. 
Why should we not ? Have we not God^s command to go ? Have 
we not Gbd^s promise of success ? Have we not tried the grand 
experiment, and found that the scheme of humiein redemption is 
indeed the power of God unto the salvation of every one that 
believeth ? Great things have been gained by us during these 
fifty years. A speaker has already referred to the change which 
has come over the tone- and character of our public meetings. At 
one time, those engaged to speak at a missionary meeting, thought 
they could do nothing better than arm themselves with a defence 
of the enterprise against all real or supposed objectors. Nobody 
thinks of doing that now, and we should hardly find an audience 
even in a remote country village, patient enough to listen to such 
an address. I think I can recollect something about those gentle- 
men from India, to whom the venerated president of the Wesleyan 
conference. Dr. Bunting, has already referred — gentlemen who 
had been a long time in that country, and who came home rich as 
Croesus, and yellow as their own gold — (laughter) — ^and who spoke 
with prodigious authority on the subject of India. They used to 
say, ^' Why go and disturb the people of India with your religion ? 
They have got their own, and will think it better than yours ; and, 
indeed, we are half inclined to be of their mind. Theirs is the 
venerable Brahminical faith — ^the religion of hoary antiquity. The 
people of India need not your religion. India, in fact, is a sort of 
Paradise.^' When we thought we might find refuge in Africa, and 
carry on our labours there, they changed their tone, and said, 
5^ Oh ! the Hottentot is so degraded, you need not go to Africa. 
Why he is only a stage removed from the brute ; and it is but 
throwing away time and money to try to instruct them.^^ So that 
between the Paradise of India, and the Pandemonium of Africa^ 
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our scheme was held by these travelled gentlemen to be utterly 
futile. (Laughter.) Well> sir, fortunately the pious fathers of 
this and kindred societies knew better than to listen to such idle 
replresentations. They knew that the whole world was lying in 
the wicked one ; they knew that there was no name by which man 
could be saved but the name of Jesus ; and that settled the question 
about the Paradise of India. They knew that Ethiopia was to 
stretch out her hands unto God, and that settled the question of 
Africa. (Cheers.) They accordingly sent forth their missionaries, 
and what has been the result f In the Paradise of India these 
missionaries found no tree of life, but one vast moral upas-tree, 
shedding its pestiferous fruits on a people pining in spiritual death. 
In Africa they found this great truth — that where God has made a 
man, he has made a being capacious of the truth that there is a 
God, and who knows and feels, and can be made to acknowledge, 
the claims which that God has upon him. (Cheers.) 

And now, we have no more need to talk of such things. The 
question has been tried; the problem has been solved; and the 
wisdom of the missionary enterprise we lay up as a fixed and 
settled thing. (Cheers.) Nor is it only on the experience of the 
last fifty years that we have to rest our confidence. We can go 
back to the beginning of the Gospel, and we have a right to do so. 
As was said last night, we are not the men that need to flee ; we 
are not men of yesterday : we are the inheritors of a long line of 
illustrious ancestry ; we have succeeded to men of whom the world 
was not worthy. The followers of a course which has always 
proved victorious, we have a right to go forward in it with the 
very port and step of conquerors. Our triumphs are on every 
shore. This morning voices have gone up to heaven in almost 
every language, giving God thanks for this SoKsiety, and asking his 
blessing upon it ; and from every island, and from every continent, 
on the face of the globe, there rises a voice that bids us " Gro 
forward ; be of good courage, and take possession of the land in 
the name of the Lord God of hosts." (Cheers.) If there be, 
here and there, a discordant and murmuring voice — if there be, 
here and there, a wail of sorrow, and a sound that threatens gloom, 
what is it ? I would say, it is nothing more than the harsh and 
discordant tuning of the instruments that precedes the bursting 
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forth of the whole orchestra into one grand; swelling, harmonious, 
and triumphant peal of music. (Cheers.) Ere long, from every 
land and every tongue, the notes of thanksgiving shall be heard, 
and the pealing music shall rise upwards, and roll onwards, like 
incense on the breath of the morning, until it reach and enter in 
at the open gates of heaven, and angels will catch up and swell 
the choral echo of our song, and the spirits of the just shall join in 
that sweet melody, until the mighty tide of music shall roll around 
the throne of Him who hath bought us with his blood, and, as he 
looks down on a regenerated world, he shall see of the travail of 
his soul, and he shall be satisfied. (Loud cheers.) 

The Rev. Dr. Dixon, after some good-humoured remarks on 
the observation of Mr. Angus, that the Methodists were like fixed 
stars among the missionary array to enlighten the world, observed : 
As to our being stars or not, I leave the reverend gentleman to 
determine; but I assure you and him that we are at least not 
fixed — not limited to our own orbit ; for .my reverend friend Dr. 
Bunting and myself have travelled into yours, and we feel our- 
selves quite at home, and I am sure enjoy as much mental and 
spiritual happiness as any gentlemen around. (Cheers.) 

The resolution I am called upon to second, adverts to the evan- 
gelical institutions of the Protestant churches of Britain, of Europe, 
and of America, so that it seems you could not share your Jubilee 
joy by yourselves, but you must call up before your mind^s eye, — 
shall I say before your Christian feelings and hearts ? — everything 
evangelical and religious on earth. I wish that everything wise, 
good, noble, missionary, connected with all these Christian bodies, 
could by possibility be concentrated in my own mind, and that I 
could give utterance to their sympathy of feeling with the joys of 
this day. I am very sure that there is not a wise or a good man 
on earth who would not, if he had the opportunity of doing it, join 
in spirit and in heart with this noble meeting in celebrating, 
certainly, one of the greatest works of religion that ever appeared 
on earth. (Hear, hear.) 

Before ofiering any general remarks on the occasion of the 
meeting, I should like, for myself, to be permitted to indulge my 
own feelings on this day of Jubilee. My feelings are quite in 
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accordance with your own. I look at what it is you are cele- 
brating. And what is it? You are commemorating to-day one 
of the greatest works that God has wrought in modem times — ^may 
I say^ in ancient times too ? I know not anything more indicative 
of the operations of the grace of Grod^ than the fruits that are 
embodied in your missionary successes. These are not presented 
in one but in many forms. When I see a splendid and noble 
building — say a mansion^ castle^ or temple — I see therein man's 
wisdom diversified ; the genius of the architect^ the labour of the 
mason^ the skill of many other minds to rear this fabric, to give it 
beauty, and to furnish it with what is useftd. Now I, in like man- 
ner, see in your missionary operations, wisdom, faith, love, holi- 
ness ; I behold venerated age, Active youth, all consecrated to one 
noble, generous purpose. The missionary work which you have 
wrought stands out as the brightest object on which the eye can 
rest. Now, I ask, who has thrown around it this beauty ? Who 
has created it? You have spoken of your fathers — ^you have 
referred to a noble ancestry — you are right ; but you might have 
gone further back. You might have gone to the period of such 
men as John Howe, and Richard Baxter, and Dr. Calamy. 

When I think of our immediate forefathers in this work, I am 
led to the investigation of the question. How did it originate ? Was 
it the direct act of Almighty God, or did He choose to take up and 
operate upon pre-existing principles of religion that had been 
created by those who went before ? I think the latter. It is true 
that your Society dates its age about fifty years, and other institu- 
tions arose about the same period ; but are we not indebted for the 
idea — ^the principle — ^the sacred and divine philosophy, on which 
the whole movement rested, to the teaching and labours of those 
that went before ? I dare say that everybody will also pardon me 
if I mention John Wesley. (Cheers.) Surely, I shall be forgiven 
for adverting to our own leader — the leader of our own cause. We 
are missionaries. Who made us so ? The Lord, of course, prima- 
rily, but John Wesley instrumentally. He taught us the theology 
of the missionary school ; and I think my Congregational brethren, 
and others around, will sympathise with me if I just advert to John 
Wesley's noble, splendid, eloquent, thundering — (laughter) — co- 
operator, George Whitefield. (Cheers.) These were the two stars, 
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if you will. (Cheers.) These were the stars of modern times^ that 
led the way ; and I doubt whether on this day you would have cele- 
brated your Jubilee had it not pleased God in his grace and mercy 
to raise up these two great men. (Cheers.) 

One thing beautifully connects itself with another. I have been 
permitted to see several of your venerable, holy, zealous, catholic 
men. I, too, have beheld on this platform Rowland Hill. (Cheers.) 
Does not Rowland Hill stand very closely and intimately connected 
in the succession of George Whitefield ? I have seen the venerable 
Burder, Waugh, and others. I shall not readily forget their 
forms, their countenances divine, their beautiful Christian charity 
beaming out in every feature ; or the still, soft, soothing, yet life- 
invigorating eloquence that I have heard from some of their lips, 
(Cheers.) Well, we have arisen from these noble progenitors ; we 
bend over their graves, but not in unmixed sorrow. They mingle 
with us still ; they belong to our church ; they are associated with 
our missionary enterprise. I do not mean by some mysterious and 
unknown connexion merely — they live amongst us by their labours, 
and the effects of their piety, their prayers, theif noble exertions, 
and the glorious fruits, which we behold and celebrate to-day, 
(Cheers.) 

I do not think that you have quite done justice to one class of 
persons ; forgive me, I mean the poor Tahitians. I do not mean 
your missionaries, or Mr. Pritchard. No ; we leave Mr. Pritchard 
and the questions with which his honoured, ever-honoured, name 
stands connected — (cheers) — to be settled elsewhere. But ought 
we not to give utterance to sentiments and feelings of sympathy 
with those poor creatures who are hunted, oppressed, and mur- 
dered, by the French ? (Hear, hear.) I feel for Queen Pomare — 
I feel for her because she is a sovereign, because she is injured, 
because she is a Christian, and she belongs to my church. (Cheers.) 
Am I to stand by and see my sister in Christ injured and oppressed, 
without giving utterance to expressions of sympathy and feeling ? 
This sovereign is a woman, and I should be ashamed of myself if, 
in addition to all other considerations, I did not feel deeply for her 
injuries because she is a woman. (Cheers.) But there are other 
parties — converted natives — who, less than fifty years ago, were in 
pagan ignorance and superstition — savages devoted to every species 
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of immorality and crime ; and in despite of slander, whether French 
or English^ you have succeeded in that island in making a great 
number of them Christian believers, as intelligent and ten times 
more virtuous than their French opponents. (Cheers.) But 
although these parties affect to despise your Society, I wonder 
whether the admiral or captain of the French frigates would have 
taken the cannon of France to Tahiti, unless you had gone before. 
I wonder whether the two priests from Rome would have found 
their way there if you had not turned up the green sward, ploughed 
the field, sown the seed, and called down the dew and rains of 
heaven. (Hear, hear.) It has happened in this case as it almost 
always happens in every other case — Christian missionaries have 
had the honour to be the precursors; they have planted, and 
watered, and others have reaped the increase. You may go and 
civilise savages, plant churches, introduce schools, and then at 
Tahiti and New Zealand these civilised gentlemen — (laughter) — 
from England and France, will just do for you what they are doing 
now ; they will slander you as enthusiasts, and reap the fruit of 
your wisdom and your toil^ (Hear, hear.) 

TTije finest picture in my mind to-day is — not this beautiful 
meeting, ornamented, joyous, intelligent, deeply pious as it is — 
but the brightest idea pictured in my mind at this moment is pre- 
sented to me in the Southern Pacific, where John Williams's noble 
spirit, and others like-minded, have succeeded, by the blessing of 
God, in planting Christianity. (Cheers.) I know not how many 
Islands, blessed with Christian churches, whilst the peopk ar« 
adorned by every virtue, are at this moment in spirit joining 
with you in praising God. This is the thing to celebrate. I leave 
all the statements of money, the duties of rich and pocKr, of 
ministers and laymen, to my venerated friend, Mr. James ; and I 
call up to your minds the thought that yonder, in almost every 
quarter of the world, there exist Christians like yourselves, who 
are believing in the same Saviour, who are admitted to the grace 
of the same God and Father, who are kneeling at the same Lord's 
table with you, who are singing hymns of praise and thanksgiving, 
who are joining in spirit in your devotional exercises, and your an- 
ticipations of heaven^ and whom you will meet ere long around 
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your Father^s throne. (Hear, hear.) Glory to God in the 
highest ! What hath he wrought in the past fifty years I 

My resolution adverts to evangeUcal churches and institutions 
in every part of the world. You give utterance to your joys on 
account of their blessings, and you do right. I really do not think 
that your meeting would have been complete without these expres- 
sions of sympathetic joy. There is both truth and catholicity in 
the expression. (Cheers.) If you could not have sympathised 
with our Wesleyan Methodist Society, and with the Society repre- 
sented by Mr. Bickersteth, I mean the old Evangelical Church 
Missionary Society — (cheers) — and with the Baptist Missionary 
Society, you would not have been right. If, in your celebrations 
to-day, you had not given expressions of thankfulness and gratitude 
to God, that it has pleased Him not to limit the great missionary 
principle to yourselves, you would not have been raised in spirit 
to the dignity of this occasion. (Cheers.) We are all the better 
for the indulgence of this fraternal affection. Supposing you were 
prosecuting this work, and nobody else,, would your isolated posi- 
tion afford you so much felicity, comfort, and happiness, as it does 
to work with so many kindred societies ? (Hear, hear.) Then 
there is this point. Our united exertions give a sort of impress of 
authenticity to the whole work. (Hear, hear.) If one body only 
had been moving in this direction, I will venture to say that every 
other Christian church in the world would have been branding 
them with fanaticism and enthusiasm; but now we cannot com- 
plain of each other — (laughter and cheers) — ^we are all one, we are 
equally engaged in this glorious work. I say it gives the impress 
of authenticity ; for what all evangelical Christians agree in must 
be true, and all such Christians agree in this. (Cheers.) 

Well, then, again, there is beauty in union. How is that ? say« 
the advocate for some ecclesiastical regime and church order. Is 
not uniformity beauty ? Well, get it if you can. (Laughter.) 
Standing in the midst of the works of God, we see both variety and 
harmony. (Hear, hear.) We look to those heavens, or upon this 
earth, and behold every variety of form and hue — every species of 
life, from the smallest insect up to dignified man, — and yet, all is 
harmony, and these diversities are brought into one beautiful whole. 
(Hear, hear.) We all know that this variety is essential to the idea 
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of beauty. Just suppose everything to be of one colour, black — 
(laughter) or white, or yellow, or any other colour. The human 
eye would be offended ; taste would turn aside with disgust ; and 
this shows that the variety is essential to the beauty. And I am 
not quite so sure that we are very much injured by the little 
varieties, if they are not carried too far, eristing in evangelical 
bodies. I am not philosopher enough to determine that ques- 
tion, and shall not attempt it. (Cheers.) But I am thankful 
that in this one department of Christian labour, our varieties, so 
far as I am able to form a judgment, have never yet worked inju- 
riously. (Hear, hear.) There is no contest amongst us on the 
point of endeavouring to save the world. It is too grave, 
momentous, and responsible a question for Christians to quarrel 
about. We are united in this great duty.; and we agree on 
another principle, namely, that as the world is to be saved, it 
must be saved by evangelical means. 

There is beauty, then, in connexion with our union to-day, and 
there is also strength and vigour. I do not think that you would 
be quite so strong in your missionary position without the co-opera- 
tions of others. There is nothing gained by blinking the truth. 
Most assuredly, in your missionary operations, you would not, in 
the presence of the public, and in the presence of the world, possess 
anything like the moral power and strength if you stood alone, 
that you do in connexion with other missionary societies. If you 
stood alone, you would be crushed on this Tahitian question ; you 
would not be able to resist the torrent now striving against you ; 
but be assured of this, that the moral strength of united evangelical 
Christianity in this country, in Grermany, in America, in all the 
world, giving utterance to its feelings and its views, will speak 
louder to these aggressive Frenchmen, I do think, than even the 
thunder of English cannon. (Loud cheers.) 

I shall not deal with the future ; the resolution I hold in my 
hand adverts to that subject; and every one must clearly see, that 
great events await the world during the next fifty years — ^what 
they may be none can tell. The collision of truth with error will 
come to an issue in some shape or form, but we know not how. 
The number of hearts and minds enlisted on the side of Christ — 
the great basis on which the evangelical church at present rests — 



JUBILEE SERVICES. 133 

are topics of great interest. The issue is with God; we must pray, 
look to the Divine Spirit, keep to our simple, religious, evangelical 
principles, and then I have no fear whatever as to the issue. (Hear.) 
If I understand the spirit of the resolution aright, yours is 
considered by yourselves, and justly so, as a jubilee of the whole 
evangelical world. We join with you in this feeling, heartily join 
with you j we echo the sentiments of your meeting ; we give our 
sympathies to you in your noble enterprise ; and I trust that our 
richer brethren, who have it in their power, will contribute to the 
special fund which you are anxious to raise. I hope the celebration 
of the last fifty years will just have the effect of laying the founda- 
tions yet broader, stronger, and deeper for the building up of your 
noble Christian churches in greater number, and to a wider extent 
than can possibly be conceived, during the fifty years to come. 
(Loud cheers.) 

The Chairman having vacated his seat, it was taken by 
J. Smith, Esq. 

The Rev. Dr. Harris then rose, and said : Though the subject 
of this resolution is very congenial to my feelings, yet, having at 
this advanced hour, set my conscience by the clock, I shall be very 
short. (Laughter.) I have the honour to move the last resolu- 
tion, and, I will add, the pleasure, for it relates to the welcome 
appearance amongst us of the honourable chairman, and his 
relation to us as treasurer. It is to the following effect : — 

" That this meeting presents to Sir Culling Eardley Smith, Bart., the assurance of 
its Christian regard, with its best thanks for his kindness in presiding on the present 
occasion ; the meeting gladly embraces the opportunity to express its most earnest 
desu%, that he may be spared for many years, to sustain with efficiency the duties of 
the important office he has recently undertaken, as the Treasurer of the Society ; and 
that, like his departed predecessors, he may go down to the grave, as the servant of 
God, full of years, full of faith, and full of honour." 

This resolution, though not put, has been frequently passed this 
morning already, in effect ; and with so much cordiality, that all 
that remains in relation to it might seem to be a compliance with 
a mere form. But still, it is a form so appropriate, especially on 
the present occasion, that, had it never existed before, I think we 
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should have originated it to-day. We should have welcomed the 
honourable chairman^ I am persuaded^ even independently of his 
official connexion with this Society ; though^ for my own part, I 
have the less regretted his absence from England up to the present 
moment^ because^ from what I saw of his varied usefulness at 
Rome, I felt assured that, wherever he might be, he would aim to 
be doing good, and was constantly preparing for greater usefulness 
on his return. But especially do we welcome his public assump- 
tion this day of one of the functions of the office to which he was 
here, in May last, publicly and unanimously elected. In the lan- 
guage of Scripture I might say, " Ye know the man and his com- 
munications." (Cheers.) You know that, for years past, he has 
occupied no inconsiderable place in the eye of the religious public, 
and that, through evil report and through good report, he has main- 
tained a conscientious, consistent, onward course. (Cheers.) You 
know, or, at least, those best acquainted with him know — ^and his 
remarks at the opening of the meeting this morning illustrate the 
fact — that he takes enlarged and enlightened views of the great 
movements of the church and the world. That he is of a large and 
catholic spirit, such as that in which this Society originated, and in 
which it professes to be still maintained, is evident from his eSorts 
to promote the great object of Christian union ; and that he is 
imbued with the missionary spirit, and is anxious to imbue his family 
with it also, he has furnished ample proof. And knowing this of 
him, the finger of Providence seemed to point him out for his present 
office ; the voice of Providence induced him to accept it ; and now 
that the hand of Providence has brought him here publicly to 
assume it, will you not give him a cordial welcome? (Loud 
cheers.) One word more ; and I say not this. Sir Culling, as 
addressing to you a charge ; you need it not, and if you did, there 
are older and abler men to address it to you. You have com- 
menced the discharge of your duties on a special occasion. The 
excellent man who, fifty years ago, assumed the duties of the same 
office, was specially fitted for it ; and, in no respect more than this, 
he was a man of prayer, of much communion with God ; so that 
the secular duties of his office as treasurer, were sanctified and con- 
verted into religious acts. And who can say how much this Society 
is still indebted to these prayers ? Unquestionably — as we have 
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been so often reminded to-day — unquestionably, this Society 
received its first impulse at the throne of God — from the very hand 
of God ; and that which we now want more than anything besides 
is, that it should receive another impulse from the same almighty 
hand. May you have the grace to serve the Society by seeking 
and obtaining for it that impulse ! (Hear, hear.) I would not 
venture to suppose that any man could unite in his own single 
character the excellences, — the distinguished qualifications of a 
Hardcastle, a Hankey, and a Wilson ; it would be entirely out of 
the question ; but this I will say, that, if an ardent desire to be 
useful in the service of God — if tried religious worth — if enlarged 
Christian views — ^if a catholic spirit — if sincere devotedness to the 
missionary cause, can entitle a man to your Christian congratulation 
and cordial regard, in his new capacity of Treasurer of this Society, 
then have I the greatest confidence and pleasure in proposing this 
resolution. (Loud cheers.) 

Rev. A. TiDMAN said : I have great pleasure in seconding the 
resolution. If I may occupy one moment, let us not forget the 
parting counsels of our friend and brother Dr. Dixon, in relation 
to our suffering friends and brethren in Tahiti. I am well aware 
that '^ the sages of Exeter-halF' are not held in high repute by the 
men of wisdom in high places ; but in the history of this Society 
" the sages of Exeter-halP^ have done something, and they intend, 
by the adoption and continuance of the same moral power, to 
accomplish all that they wish on behalf of Tahiti. There was a time 
when British India was shut against our missionaries; "the 
sages of Exeter-hall" said that it should be opened, and India 
is open. There was a time when the slaves in our West India 
colonies were inaccessible to our missionaries; "the sages of 
Exeter-hall" said that they should be free, and they are free. 
" The sages of Exeter-hall" say to-day, that Tahiti shall be free 
— and they mean it just in the way suggested, — not by a reference 
to guns and cannons, and Government power, which this Society 
never sought ; and, whoever may affirm or insinuate the contrary, 
this Society would have deemed a war between Great Britain and 
France, as the result of the Tahitian mission, not only a curse to 
the civilised world, but the greatest evil that the cause of Christian 
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missions coold have suffered. All that we required of the Govern- 
ment was^ that which was consistent with the spirit of reason^ and 
justice^ and religion. That was our language laid before the 
throne and before the ministry of Great Britain. And seeking 
such objects by such means^ we invoke^ and we shall not invoke in 
vain, the whole evangelical Protestant community of Britain, Europe, 
and America, — the church of Christ throtighout the world, — ^to 
join with us in this our fixed determination that Tahiti shall be free. . 

The resolution having been put and unanimously carried — 
Sir C. E. Smith rose and said : It is only due to your kind 
courtesy, that I should say two words in return. The more I 
feel how little I deserve what my friend Dr. Harris has said of. me, 
the more I feel that I ought to remember what he said to me. I 
do hope and trust that the solemn charge he gave me will never be 
forgotten, and that if I cannot serve you by any other means, I 
shall ever remember that I have to do so by my prayers and my 
entreaties at the throne of grace. (Loud cheers.) 

The Doxology was then sung, and the meeting separated. 
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